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Li Changfeng Collection of paintings of plum blossoms
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"Whole—heartedly Study the Various Methods, Model after Nature and Paint a Variety of Scenes of the Four Seasons," an
inscription dedicated to painter Li Changfeng by Wang Chengxi, a famous painter specializing in painting plum blossoms.
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"Plum Blossoms in Ink", an in—
scription dedicated to painter Li
Changfeng by Wang Chengxi,
a famous painter specializing
in painting plum blossoms
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“The wide sea allows the fish to leap about and the vast sky the birds to fly," an inscription dedicated to painter Li Changfeng
by Liu Bingsen, a famous painter and master calligrapher
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Liu Bingsen, a famous painter and master calligrapher, writ—
es an inscription for the studio of painter Li Changfeng
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Qi Liangchi, a famous painter and calligrapher, writes the

title for a painting by Li Changfeng
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Wang Chengxi, a famous painter specializing in painting
plum blossoms, writes an inscription for the studio of painter
Li Changfeng
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Huang Jun, a master painter and calligrapher, writes the title

for a painting by Li Changfeng
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About the Painter

Born in 1938 in Yingkou, Liaoning Province, Li Changfeng
is a Chinese painter and calligrapher with the titles of first
class painter of the State and professor. A well-known
painter of strength who has come to the fore in China in re—
cent years, he is good at doing freehand brushwork of flo—
wers and birds and known for his freehand brushwork of
plum blossoms. He is particularly capable of drawing peon—
les, lotus flowers, and paintings of enormous sizes on plum
blossoms among others.

Li Changfeng has an intense love for China's traditional
arts of painting and calligraphy since a child. He has respec—
ted many famous contemporary artists as his mentors and
benefited immensely from the personal teachings and
guidance of famous master Wang Chengxi, an authority in
painting plum blossoms in China. Professor Li has assidu—
ously worked on artistic creations for more than 30 years,
assimilating Western painting skills into the brush and ink of
traditional Chinese painting, attaching great importance to
traditions but also seeking harmony and unity of photore—
ception, plastic effect and truthfulness.

There are quite a number of paintings of huge sizes am-—
ong his works. The artist spent half a year since February
2006 to draw a long piece entitled Plum Trees and Birds of
69cm wide 3,800cm long in which 106 plum trees and 136
birds of different postures are painted. In doing so, Li Chan—
gfeng has made himself the first person among contem-—
porary artists of traditional Chinese painting to have made
such an achievement.

A salient feature of paintings of enormous sizes by Li
Changfeng is their gorgeousness and variety, grandeur and
magnificence. The many kinds of birds with their beautiful
plumes he has painted are vivid and lifelike, with body and
spirit accurately portrayed. The works display the beauty of
their forms and spirit, rhythm and temperament and convey
the beautiful and romantic charms of the Oriental art, form
a distinctive artistic style of freshness, plainness, vitality and
simplicity.

A large number of works of the artist have become prize
winners in domestic and foreign painting exhibitions:
Countless Rich Fruit, a traditional Chinese painting depicting
a bumper harvest of grapes, won the prize of excellence at

China's First Grand Exhibition of Peasant Paintings and Cal-
ligraphy; White Plum Blossoms Heralds Spring, a fine work
on red plum blossoms, won a gold award at the Second "
Prince Cup" for Paintings and Calligraphy from Both Sides of
Taiwan Strait. Many of his works have been included in
China Yearbook on Fine Art, A Magnificent Collection of
Works of Painting and Calligraphy from Both Sides of Ta—
iwan Strait, A Collection of Fine Works of Painting and Cal-
ligraphy from Both Sides of Taiwan Strait and his famous
traditional Chinese paintings have been compiled into A
Grand Dictionary of Calligraphy Painting and Engraving of
Chinese across the World. In recent years, many of his
splendid works of immense sizes have been collected by
the Great Hall of the People, Diaoyutai State Guesthouse,
Chinese embassies abroad and the central conference hall
of Chinese Peasants and Workers Democratic Party. Ode to
Fragrant Plum Blossoms, a huge sized work on red plum
blossoms has been collected by Anna Chan Chennault,
Chairperson of Council for International Cooperation of the
United States.

In recent years, many of his masterpieces which have
participated in numerous domestic and foreign art shows
have been collected by foreign countries including Japan,
the Republic of Korea, the United Kingdom, the United Sta—
tes and Singapore, and personages from the cultural and
business circles and celebrities in Hong Kong, Macao and
Taiwan regions of China.

Among his writings there is a monograph entitled Cream
of Li Changfeng's Plum Blossom Painting Skills which was
published by Tianjin People's Fine Art Publishing House in
2006.

The artist concurrently holds a multiplicity of duties, in-
cluding fine art member of the Council for Promotion of
Chinese Culture, member and research fellow of China So—
ciety for Research on Peasant Paintings and Calligraphy,
academician of Central Plains Painting and Calligraphy
Academy, professor and senior painter of China Correspon-
dence Institute of Oriental Painting and Calligraphy and
member of Beijing Research Society of Oriental Painting
and Calligraphy, China.
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Preface

Plum trees bloom in severe winter but herald the advent
of spring in which all plants come back to life. | appreciate
the spirit of plum trees which proudly stand erect, ward off
the wind and brave the snow, go through the mill, refuse to
submit and dare to challenge nature and destiny.

| have had an ardent love for plum blossoms, the plum
blossoms in fairy tales, in paintings and in the natural envi—
ronment. In order to paint them | made three trips to the
East Lake of Wuhan, the Heilongtan Pool of Kunming City,
Yunnan Province, and five trips to the Plum Blossom Hill of
Nanjing. In order to paint ancient plum trees | have traveled
all parts of China: Huangyan of Zhejiang Province, Jichuan
Village of Anhui Province, and the Western Hills of Kunming,
Yunnan Province. In order to see the King of Plum Trees in
person | made a special trip to Zhamei Monastery in Yunnan
Province and happily painted the majestic posture of the
ancient plum tree of more than 730 years old, which was
planted in the Yuan Dynasty of China.

In order to fulfill my dream, the dream of my childhood
when [ fell in love with plum blossoms after watching a sea
of white plum blossoms which looked like snow in the first
rays of the morning sun in shivering cold, | went on to write
about and paint plum blossoms and have done so fendly and
desperately, and shall "never stop doing so before death
grabs me if | can't make plum blossoms smile."

As the saying goes, "a fine sword is made sharp by grind—
ing and the fragrance of plum blossoms comes only from
bitter cold," | have followed this law of nature and made the
plum trees I've painted to have old trunks like dragons with
a quality of iron, their main and subsidiary branches power—
ful as arrows and stand upright and the five petals of each
blossom either red as morning glow or white as pure jade
and the huge sized works of plums are bright and colorful
and varied in postures, grand and magnificent. The works of
plums of mine are not simple records of those in nature but
are records in my heart after comprehending the essence of

the works of plum trees of previous masters and the inner
spirit of plum trees and my recreations by inheriting and de—
veloping traditions.

In 2006, | completed a 38—-meter—long work entitled
Plum Trees and Birds, in which more than 100 plum trees
and 100 birds are depicted. The birds and flowers in the pic—
ture follow the styles of present and past master painters,
including those of the Song, Yuan, Ming, Qing dynasties and
contemporary artists. | have endeavored to present before
the reader the plum blossoms and a variety of birds that
embody bright spring days vividly, and to advocate and in—
herit the style of "exquisite craftsmanship, deepness, sub-
tlety and vitality."

Today, I'm delighted to see that late in my fighting career
A Collection of Plum Blossom Paintings by Li Changfeng
has been published. From the romantic charm of the plum
blossoms | have painted, one may see the forceful spirit of
Master Guan Shanyue in doing plum blossom paintings, the
simplicity and elegance of the plum blossoms done by
Master Dong Shouping and the charm of the plum blos—
soms done by master plum blossom painter Wang Chengxi
and they are the crystallization of the painstaking efforts of
most of my life. Observing the lifelike and various postures
of all kinds of birds with beautiful plumes one may see the
charms of the birds done by master bird—and-flower paint—
er Bian Wenjin and those of modern master Jiang Hanting,
the birds in whose paintings are pure and fresh, lifelike and
vivid.

The skills of painting plum blossoms and birds know no
bounds and | feel that there is still a gap between my artistic
attainment and level with the qualities of the objective wor—
Id. But still, | have bravely presented over a hundred of my
works to the world and | shall feel gratified if you find them
of some help, and | also beg people of the same profession
and plum blossom lovers and other readers to give me their
opinion.
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Spring returns to the divine land

In cold a graceful and gorgeous plum tree sends out
a strong fragranceUnder a morning sun and a gentle
breeze it heralds the advent of spring to the universe
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A sea of white plum blossoms
| hear you make your home among white plum
blossoms,Chanting poems to yourself by the
window overlooking a pond,Plum trees in
different postures eulogize the way of heavens,
A clear fragrance is already flirting with the
spring wind.
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