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Records about Yelang in Southwest Biography of Shi Ji
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Shi Ji is the earliest ancient book recorded the history of Yelang.Si Magqian,the writer of
it,was a great historian in ancient China.He lived at the time when Emperor Wu of Han
Dynasty developed the Southwest and established county and official in Yelang area.His
records are credible. However,the idiom of the “Ludicrous conceit of the king of Yelang”
originated in Shi Ji is a misinterpreted story by the descendants.
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The Maps of Zangke County and Qianwei

County in Western Han Dynasty
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China History Atlas,edited by Mr.Tan
Qixiang,a famous current historical geographer,
indicates that a great part of Zangke County and
a part of Qianwei County in Western Han Dynasty
belong to the present-day Guizhou Province.This
is the position of the main areas of the ancient
Yelang kingdom.
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Certificate of the Ten Biggest New Archaeological

Discovery
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The excavation of tomb
burials of Yelang Period at Kele in
Hezhang was awarded one of the
state Ten Biggest Archaeological
Discovery in 2001. It has been the
special honour to Guizhou
archaeology,and shown the
importance to the special value of
the tomb burials in China’ s
archaeology.
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Explanations to Historical Relics Pictures of Kele in Hezhang
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The Excavating Site of Burials during Yelang Period at Kele in |

Hezhang in the Year of 2000
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Since 1950's, a great number of burials and relics from the Warring States Period
to Han Dynasty have been discovered.During the past forty years,there have been nine
archaeological excavations,three of which are large-scaled,and many important
historical relics and remains have been unearthed.And this is why it is called the
archaeological “Shrine” of Yelang in Guizhou Province.In the autumn of 2000,
Guizhou Provincial Historical Relics and Archaeological Research Institute and
Hezhang Historical Relics Management Office worked together and excavated 108
aboriginal burials of Yelang Period,and it was chosen as one of the ten biggest
archaeological new discoveries in 2001.
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Ancient Burials in Kele
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These are the burials of Yelang period with unusually dense distribution.Most
of the burials pile up and break each other,and make the archaeologists dramatically
surprised.Such a case would not be found in the other areas of Guizhou Province.
It is estimated that these burials have lasted a long time,and maybe it has also
implied the population density at that time.
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FEHLMINBREE—GHEER “ELFE
The head and feet of the dead both have

“the head-covered burial” with the Bronze Cauldron
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“The head-covered burial” of the dead with Bronze

Cauldron on the head and Bronze Basin under the feet
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“The head-covered” burial
is the important archaeological
phenomenon discovered in Kele.
It has never been discovered in
other areas of China,nor abroad.
We have found several different
types of “the head-covered
burial”.They share a common
feature of a big metal ware on the
head of the dead.Most are Bronze
Cauldron,Iron Cauldron or
Bronze Drum.Some of the dead
have the Bronze Cauldron or Iron
Cauldron on feet,or a Bronze
Basin under the feet.We should
make a good exploration to what
consciousness of the people at
that time shown in this strange

burial.Maybe it is to make a display of wealth and show the status,or a careful protection to

the head,and even a reproduction concept and a consciousness of asking for life to return to

the mother's body.However,it should possibly be an original religious consciousness —

expecting the divine magic power of Cauldron and Drum to bring the descendants an

everlasting protection of the ancestor and the Gods.Only a small part of tombs have “the

head-covered burials” the dead were not ordinary. There are many funerary objects in this

kind of tombs,showing a kind of dignity and a mysterious

atmosphere.
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Side Limbs Burial [No0.350 Kele Tomb]
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Face Upward,Erect Body and
Bent Upper Limbs are the main
gestures of Kele tombs.Please look
atNo.341 tomb.There is a long bronze
hairpin with double equal parts on
the head of the dead,the unique
penannular jade ring on the right ear,
and two arms bent at the chest both
dressing ten bronze bracelets,a bronze
sword and a bronze dagger-axe on
the body.Although this is not a good
skeleton of the dead,we can still feel
a sense of the stern solemnness and
power.No.350 Kele Tomb is a typical
Side Limbs Burial,the dead faces the
right side,with a bronze hairpin of
another different form on the head,
an annular bone ring on the right ear,
and a bronze dagger-axe on the body,
showing a special charm.
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The Drum-shaped Bronze Cauldron
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The head-covered Drum-shaped
Bronze Cauldron has been broken.The
pieces of skull and teeth could still be
found.The wooden pieces on the
cauldron would be the remains of the
coffin.
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The Drum-shaped Bronze Caul-

dron in the Tomb Hole
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The Drum-shaped Bronze
Cauldron is a kind of widely used ware
in “the head-covered burial”.This
cauldron remains a pairs of basically
complete bronze hairpins,and clearly
shows the position of the dead head in

the cauldron.
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“Shi Zhai Shan” Bronze Drum
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“Shi Zhai Shan” Bronze Drum
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This kind of bronze drum originates and popularizes in Dian Culture in
Yunnan Province.This bronze drum has been unearthed at Fuchu and Kele in
Hezhang.The bronze drum,uncarthed at Fuchu and cast with boat lines and ox

lines, is the ordinary lines of “Shi Zhai Shan” Bronze Drum.
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The Drum-shaped Bronze Cauldron
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The Drum-shaped Bronze Cauldron with Erect Ears




