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Publisher’s Note

Sorrow will most probably reside forever in the hearts of the Chinese
people with what happened on May 12, 2008, when an extremely
destructive earthquake hit Wenchuan County, Sichuan Province, and some
adjoining areas. As a result of this unprecedented disaster, tens of thousands
of lives were lost, a once beautiful landscape deeply scarred, and a number
of bustling towns razed to the ground.

As the saying goes that “Love makes the world go around”, the Chinese
living in other parts of the country demonstrated great compassion for their
countrymen in distress. Overcoming their feelings of deep grief, the whole
nation threw itself into rescue and relief efforts and generously shipped
supplies of all kinds to the afflicted areas posthaste.

Inspired by the heroism shown in the rescue and relief efforts, Shanghai
Foreign Language Education Press, one of the largest and most influential
publishers of foreign-language books in China, decided to bring out a
bilingual edition of reportage on what had happened in the 24 hours
following the earthquake. This decision has won the whole-hearted support
of the News & Information Center of Xinhua News Agency and the Front-
page News Department of Wen Hui Bao, especially Mr. Miao Kegou and his
colleagues who have selected what they believe to be the most touching and
inspiring stories from among a myriad of journalist reports.

Sichuan Earthquake Rescue 24 Hours is a collection of Chinese news
reports on what happened during and in the wake of the destructive
earthquake in Sichuan, specifically the memorable moments and inspiring

stories in the rescue efforts in the 24 hours immediately after the quake.



Almost in real time, President Hu Jintao issued an order that the utmost
must be done to save lives, and two hours after the first tremor had
subsided, Premier Wen Jiabao arrived at the worst-hit areas to oversee the
relief work on the spot. The first contingent of the People’s Liberation
Army set out for the epicenter within half an hour after the earthquake
while 50,000 servicemen moved into the earthquake-stricken areas within
24 hours by parachute or forced march against all hazards through the
debris-blocked roads. Medical personnel and firefighters from different
parts of the country volunteered to arrive at the scene quickly to offer help.
It is through their selfless efforts that large numbers of survivors injured in
the quake or trapped in the ruins had later been saved from certain death.
Sichuan Earthquake Rescue 24 Hours is the first book in China to
represent, in both Chinese and English, the destructive earthquake in
Sichuan of May 12, 2008. By glorifying the courage and tenacity of the
Chinese people in fighting this great natural disaster, Shanghai Foreign
Language Education Press hopes to do its part in giving support to the
rebuilding efforts in the earthquake-stricken areas and fulfill its social

responsibility in helping to achieve the sustained development of China.

Shanghai Foreign Language Education Press
September 2008
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Remember the Day (reface)

Wu Guping

An earthquake measuring 8.0 on the Richter scale, the greatest ever
in the seismological history of the People’s Republic of China, hit the
southwestern province of Sichuan at 14:28 on May 12, 2008, shattering
the normal, carefree life of most of the residents in Wenchuan, Beichuan,
Qingchuan, Shifang and many other areas, turning large tracts of towns
and villages into nothing but smoldering rubble. In the twinkling of an eye,
tens of thousands of people had lost their lives and nearly a million were
left homeless. Shocked by the devastating disaster and the huge number of
casualties, the Chinese people as a whole were filled with sorrow that might
take a long time to get over. Yet at such a critical juncture, time meant
life. Wiping tears off their faces, they went all-out trying to save the men,
women and children still trapped in the debris, thus setting off one of the
world’s most extensive and challenging rescue missions.

President Hu Jintao of China promptly issued an order that all the
wounded should be treated as quickly as possible and more effective life-
saving measures be taken in the quake-stricken areas. He called a meeting
of the Politburo on the night of May 12, at which it was decided that a unified
national headquarters for coordinating rescue efforts be set up immediately.

Premier Wen Jiabao flew to the quake-stricken areas within two hours
after the earthquake hit Southwest China to give personal direction to the
rescue efforts.

In a fast-reaction maneuver of the People’s Liberation Army, troops of
50,000 were dispatched only 13 minutes after the earthquake from different
parts of China to the quake-stricken areas, setting out on forced marches,

by trucks and by planes.



The people of Sichuan who had suffered severely from the earthquake
quickly overcame their initial feelings of fear and panic and set about doing
what they could to help out in the circumstances. Many rushed into the
half-destroyed buildings that were in the danger of falling at any moment
to rescue those being trapped there, at the risk of their own lives. Touching
and often heartbreaking stories of parents giving their own lives to save
their children, teachers sacrificing themselves for the sake of their students
and people risking their own lives to save strangers are galore.

Governments at local levels worked actively for the rescue and the
central government set in motion emergency plans to organize rescue teams
and ship relief provisions. The China Red Cross and the China Charity
Foundation called on society at large to offer donations for the quake-
stricken areas.

All types of rescue teams consisting of professionals in various fields,
as well as millions of tons of food, medicine, tents and machinery, were
transported to the quake-stricken areas by air, railway, road or ship.

With a strong sense of dedication, journalists from various agencies
hurried to the “hot spots” by all possible means to report on the earthquake
and to let the world know the latest developments in the rescue work.

All these happened on the same day the earthquake happened, when we
can witness the indomitable spirit of unity and the unyielding tenacity of
the Chinese nation, the strong sympathy and compassion of the people for
their unknown brothers and sisters, and the unshakable faith on the part of
the Chinese government leadership that the people’s well-being must come -
before everything else.

We have also seen how the country as a whole has been mobilized in a
short time to provide quick and effective help for a region in distress, and
how a people united can successfully brave all difficulties in overcoming the

effects of the disaster.



From the ashes of the great disaster there has arisen a vivid picture
of the nobleness of human nature. Through the rescue mission following
the earthquake, the nation has displayed self-confidence in its capabilities
and fulfilled its commitment to the well-being of its people. Courageous
individuals and a capable government have worked together to fight against
the horrible earthquake in a surprisingly effective way that has won respect
from the international community.

The Chinese people will always cherish this spirit. Lin Hao, a 9-year-
old boy who saved his classmates from a collapsed schoolhouse, was seen
marching at the front of the Chinese sports delegation in the opening
ceremony of the 2008 Olympics, and Li Yue, a 12-year-old girl who loved
ballet but lost her leg in the earthquake, was seen dancing gracefully in the
opening ceremony of the 2008 Paralympics.

This spirit must be promoted and passed down from generation to
generation as an important legacy of mankind. Inspired by this spirit, Mr.
Zhuang Zhixiang, president of Shanghai Foreign Language Fducation
Press, felt that he couldn’t help but suggest that the heroic deeds in the
rescue efforts in the wake of the May 12 earthquake be collected in 2 book
and presented to the world at large. Mr. Miao Kegou, vice director of the
Front-page News Department of Wen Hui Bao, and his colleagues have
done a great job of selecting and editing the stories for this book.

This book is solemnly dedicated to all the people who lost their lives in
the earthquake on May 12, 2008, and all those who contributed heroically

to the subsequent rescue efforts.
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