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Preface

Changan. as the name of a countyv-level administrative area. has nothing different. but it is out of
ordinary,

Chang'an means a hoary history. Thirteen dynasties chose Chang'an as the capital Since King Wen of
the Western Zhou Dyvnasty building the capital in Feng and the glory went onin the Qin, the Han, the Sui
and the Tang Dyvnasties. Chang'an area had always been the political. economic and cultural center of the
country in more than 1000 yvears. [t demonstrates the charm of the unigue Chinese culture and run neck
and neck with Athens, Cairo and Rome as the capital of the four ancient civilizations,

Chang'an also means a distinetive Chinese culture. The name of Chang'an has always been the same

since Lin Bung. Emperor Gaozu of the Han Dvnasty, set up Changun county in B.CL 202 though the area

ruled changed qguite often. The unprecedented unchanged name for [800 years is the cinbodiment ol the
Chinese people secking stability and prosperity of the nation.

s not exageerated that Chang'an s blessed with a favorable climate, fertile land, rich resources and
outstanding talents. Take the eminent cultural people as an example. many people acelaim that it s peerless
in China. These outstanding people include Cheng Miao (the initiator of seal seriptin the Qin Dynaty),
Mao Yanshou (a famous painter in the Han Dynasty LYo Wenkat (eity designer and architect in the Sui
Diynasty ), Tang Dynasty had more wlented people such as Yao Silian and Do You (both were historians ),
Yan Zhenging ta famous calligrapher). Yan Liben and Han Huang thoth were painters i All these exemplily
the profundity of the Tocal cultare.

The hard-working Chinese people created the splendid culture. The Tong-standing history has left

quite o large number of cultural remains on the ground or unde

eround, Statisties show that the county

totallv has 672 cultural remains consisting ol 88 ruins. 327 ancient tombs and 3

7 ancient buil ongs, The

Stute Council designated 3 historical sites tor state protection. The provineial and municipal government

is sued 5 & 23 ruins for protection respectively. The cultural relics collected by muscums of national or
provincial level and archacological institutions excecded 10000 pieces. some ol them are national treasures,

Lam proud of myselt born as a Chang'an native, but it is greater honor to study these national treasures,
We choose some of the uncarthed relics and compile a book in order w redound upon the hometown and
the fetlow countrvmen. This first collection cannot cover all the top-guality antiques because of our
limited competence and time. We hope w add something Tater,

1 also hope to take this opportunity and extend my heartfelt thanks to the feaders. triends ot all circles
and archacological workers who have always supported and imbursed us sincerely and unselfishly.

Wish the ancient Chang'an more glorious!

Wish the burgeoning Chang'an more splendid!

Tian Xiaoli



The Brief Introduction
of the Unearthed cultural relics
from Chang'an County

Chang'un County ts abundant in the cultural relies because of Chang'an's lavorahle geographical position
and historical status, The laree number of relics was made i ditferent dynasties such as the Qin, the Hun,

the Tang, the Song. the Yuan. the Ming and the Qing.

Feng and Hao of the Western Zhou Dynasty were the tiest capital of China in Guanzhong Plam. They
had always been the political. economic and cultural center of the county in the Western Zhou for about
three hundred vears.

Thel

the middle reaches of the Feng River in Chang'an County. They cover an area of 10 square kilometers or

and Hao remains are in Doumen Town, Mawang Town and Lingrhao Village . which are i

so, The research on the remains started in 1933, M Xuo Bingxu with the History Study Union of Beijing
Research Center made some field wips along the Feng River and wrote special reports and notes. Aot ol
work was done by the Institute of Archacolegy of the Chinese Academy of Science and corresponding
provincial institute and Xi'an Administration Burean of Museums and Archacological Data sinee 1949,
The 30 Archacological rescarches and excavation tll 1998 had uncarthed a great number ol valuable
cultural rehies,

The institute of Archacology of the Chinese Academy of Science found 25 foundatons of ramuned
carth and palaces mn the ruins of Feng and Hao. The discovery disclosed the location of the capital. In
addition. a public cemetery for nobles with 2.000 tombs was discovered at the tbleland around Zhang
Jiapo. Haijiapo and Dayuan Villages: 1OOO of them were excavated. 1t is estimated that 10,000 tombs
could be found, This cemetery is the Largest and best preserved in the Western Zhou Dynasty. The cemetery

of the tamous Jingshu Clan is also located here. Several tombs of this clan are the largest burials in scule

in Zhangjiapo. Many satellite pits for chariots and horses. horses and oxen were also found in this village,
Aot o cached bronze was uncarthed in the ruins of Feng and Hao.

These bronze ritual ware and jade ware made with meticulous care and engraved with exquisite patterns,
cspecially the ones with inseriptions. are extreme signiticant for the study of the politics, ceonomy and
social Tife of the Western Zhou Dynasty.

The area outside Feng and Hao ruins also has many remains of the Western Zhou, Some rare relics
were also Tound, The famous Wuhu hronze tripod discovered in Xujinzhai. Shendian Village in 1992 has
163 inscriptions in the mterior, They record the event of land allocation by King Xuan of the Western

erence

Zhou o Wuhu. The inscriptions on counting the vears are reliable, They became one of the seven s
points 1o fgure out the years of the Zhou and the periods of time ruled by the kings. thus help the project
to separate the Nia, the Shang and the Zhou Dynasties. Eight picces of bronze ware were excavated from
an early Western Zhou tomb in Jinbu Village. Wuxing Town in 1998, Thev include a tripod. a Gl Jue,
a i, o G, a Zii, acspear and a lance. The tripod has a square-shape. erecting hundles. four legs, decorative

animal faced design, leal edge and o frame with Zu Xin Fu Yi on the inner surface. This square tripod has

apparent Shang Dynasty features. It should be made in the Shang Dynasty and must be spoils ol war

against the Shang.



Fombs of the Han Dynasty are very common in Chang'an County. Most of them are densely located
on Fengxi Tableland. Dazhao Tableland, Duling Tableland and Shaoling Tableland. Duling Mausolcum is
the omb of Livxun, Emperor Xuandi. This emperor was able o display his talents and did well in lite. For
the political reason, he spent his boyhood at his uncle's home, After he ascended the throne, he began o
butld a4 mausoleum in Dongeao Village, Dazhao Town for himselt because his uncle had lived there

hetore. About 100 famous nmunisters such as Binggi and lianshang were buried at the mausoleum a

H
More than sixty earth mounds still exist and they comprise the concentrative arca of the Han tombs.

The provincial and municipal Institute of Archacolozy and the county's relevant departments have
excavated and cleared out many Han Dynasty tombs in the vears past, Most of them are vertical carthen
or brick tombes, o few are rectangular-shaped ones. The articles excavated included pottery. bronze. jade
objects. iron ware, gold and silver ware. The common pottery objects are jars. barns, kitchen utensils,
kettles, spoons and animal figures. Most iron articles are weapons. The commonplace bronze objects are
tripods. kettles, lamps praziers tor scenting and mirrors.

Ancearty Western Han tomb was discovered at 7171 Tactory construction site, North Phateau of Weigu
Town n 1998, It has a vertical earthen tomb chamber with a small wing room. 32 unearthed relics include
pottery. bronze ware, iron ware and jade ohjects, To put it more specifically, there are two reclining
bucket-shaped kettles. a hronze tripod. a bronze Yan, incense burner. bronze lamps. two bronze seals, jade
seul base, four gold-and-silver-inland bronze bars i tiger shape. a bronze kettle, an iron sword. o pottery
kitchen. The two rechining bucket-shaped kettles have four and two handles respectively, small opening,
short neck and bucket-shaped body, These kettles had not been excavated before. They appeared on the
murals from the Han tombs discovered in Dahuting, Henan Provinee. Some people regarded the scene on
the murals as the workshop of wine and found this kind of vessel was called He after textoal rescarch. It
was i osort ol wine vessel, The four gold-and-silver-inlaid bronze bars in tiger shape were used o weight
clothes. They look like tigers with motded gold lines and silver lines. They were made with sophistcated
technology and elaborate workmanship. This technigue mounted the peak in the Han Dynasty, and often

used as the decoration on the swags ol the nobles.

Three North Dynasty tombs were excavated at 7171 factory construction site. North Plateau of Weiqu
Town in Oct. 1998, One was built in the fifth year of Tai'an (43941 in the Northern Wei Dynasty, one
the tomb of Weivu in the first yvear of Xiaochang in the Northern Wei Dynasty and the other one the tomb
of Weibiao in the ifth year of Jiande in the Northern Zhou Dynasty.

The one built in the fitth vear of Tai'an has a group of brown-glazed pottery, women lgures with buns.
warriors with weapons, armored horses, painted ox carts and tomb goardian animals. The warriors with
deep eyes and hig noses open their mouth and show their teeth, stund there with their legs apart. scale
shaped armor on the back. a shield in the right hand and a weapon in the left hand. The tomb guardian
animal stands on its hind legs, with head low. mouth open Targe and short spine on the back. These relics
with guite different styles are rare.

300 rehies were found from the tomb of Weiyu. They include warriors, civil officials. cavalrymen,
miaids, tomb guardian animals and ox carts. The majority of the clay fgures were made with multi-
moulds, thus the backs of them are flat. The same kmd of figures is almost the same except the painting of

them. The making of the cavalrymen was more unusual. The warrior. the horse body and the horse legs



were miade separately, and then overlapped.

[he tomb ol Weibiao (the eldest son of Weiyuy in the Northern Zhou Dynasty has 100 relics or so
unearthed. The style of these finds is stimilar to that of the Sui and Tang Dynasties. for the number ol
maids increased and warriors look no more repulsive.

Relics (rom the three tombs show the different styles in the three periods of the North Dynasties. The
excavation of them is important reference to the study of the history, conditions of society and the evolution

of relies in the North Dynastics.

Wei Clan and Du Clan settled down in Chang'an since the Han Dynasty and developed theiwr own
settlements and cemeteries. The cemeterics of the two clans had abways been the priority of archacological
work in Chang'an, From the archacological data and documents accumulated i many years, we assure
that the cemetery of Wei Clun is located in Nanliwang Village, North Plateau of Weigu Town, while that
of Do Clan in Sima Village, Duzhao Town, The tombs cover the Wei. the Jin, the South. the North. the Sui
and the Tang Dynasties. with most of them from the Sui and Tang Dynasties. A large number of exquisite

hronze. jade ware, gold and silver ware, porcelain, tri-colored glazed ware and pott

Ty owere uncarthed.
Many significant murals and epitaphs are crucial w the study of the soctal life in the Tang Dynasty and the
function and influence of the two ¢lans on the political arena in different periods,

The provincial Institute of Archacology found a silver cup with goose pattern from the tomb of Weixun
{the brother of Empress Wei, the brother-in-law ol Emperor Zhongzong of the Tang Dynasty) in Nanht

Village in 1988, This cup elaborately made and beautifully engraved is considered us the top of the Tang

Dynasty gold-and-silver ware. The unearthed stone colfin has the portrait of imperial maids i Tine drawing
on the interior and exterior of it The ladies were carved inand extraordinary mold and has graceful lines,
their body plump and expression peaceful, so this stone coffin is regarded as the fine work. The epitaphs
record the lite of Weixun, 1t also brings the prosperity and adversity of the clan when Empress Wu Zetian,
Emperor Zhongzong and Emperor Xuanzong were in power

i addition. cultural remains and cemeteries from the Song, the Yuan, the Ming and the Qing Dvnasties

were also found, The Bodhisattva-shaped White Porcelain Kettle trom the Song Dy

asty has o swan hat
and a [ull figure. with a bottle spouting water in his hand and signature for identification at the botton.
The tombs of King Panin the Ming Dynasty lie in Dazhao and Duling. The incomplete statistics shows 6}
tombs could be tound. The uncarthed rare relics are guite significant for the study of the Ming Dynasty

historical relics.

With the implementation of the Developing West China strategy. the launching of basic construction

in wll walks of lite and the improvement of work conditions, more relics of high order will be discovered.

Mu Xiojun
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