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Abstract -3

Abstract

The Yunnan - Guizhou Plateau is the one of minority regions which was formed during its
historical process, and also a significant region of our united and multi ~ national nation, as well
as one part of Chinese multi — culture integration. The Bronze Age enjoys the most prosperous
and characteristic culture among The Yunnan — Guizhou Plateau’s archaeological cultures. It is
also an important period for minority mixture, which laid the foundation to the formation of di-
verse minorilies in this region in future. A comprehensive study on The Yunnan — Guizhou Plat-
eau’s Bronze Age can not only help us to understand the whole archaeological cultures in this
region, hul also offer reference theories to the studies on history and ethnology.

Bused on the former studies, using archaeological theories and methods, and referring to
ethnological and historical documents, this paper tries to make a comprehensive study on the rel-
ics during The Yunnan ~ Guizhou Plateau’s Bronze Age. According to the cultural difference of
all sites and graves, The Yunnan - Guizhou Plateau at Bronze Age can be classified into several
regions. By analyzing cultural features in each region, it builds a cultural sequence of that age.
What is more, this paper discusses the relationship and differences among all regions, the mix-
ture of ethnic groups in each region, the origin of civilization, development process and its rela-
tionship with adjacent areas.

This paper consists of six parts. They are introduction, the differentiation of cultural regions
and periods, the differences and relationship ampng all regions, the ethnic groups, the origin of
civilization and the relationship with adjacent areas.

Introduction; introducing The Yunnan — Guizhou Plateau’ s physical geography, giving a
brief account of The Yunnan — Guizhou Plateau’s archaeological finds and present studies, and
introducing the basic methods applied to the study on the paper.

Chapter one the differentiation of cultural regions and periods. According to the different
cultural features, The Yunnan — Guizhou Plateau at Bronze Age is classified into Dianchi Region

(JEMIX ), Diannan and Diandongnan Region (JHE§ L% B [X ), Dianxi Region(JEHFH X ),
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Dianxibei Region ({ g4t X ), Qianxibei and Diandongbei Region (¥ P8t . KR LKX ),
Qianxinan Region( {FGR [X ) and Chuanxinan Region (JI|FER§[X ), and each region will be
given cultural sequences. Still, it differentiates the cultural periods of The Yunnan - Guizhou
Plateau’ s Bronze Age. The Yunnan — Guizhou Plateau’ s Bronze Age can be classified as begin-
ning period, developing period, prosperous period, climax period and declining period, and it
describes the cultural features and infers the absolute age of each period. Besides, it gives a
preliminary study on the cultural origins of each region.

Chapter two: the cultural differences and relationship among all regions. As a cultural inte-
gration, all regions show culture in common, as well as their peculiarities. By studying burial
custom, bronze, ceramics and economic categories, it reveals the extent of the differences and
relationship among all region’ s cultures, which laid a foundation of the study on their ethnic
groups as well as the cultural relationship between it and its adjacent areas.

Chapter three: the ethnic groups of The Yunnan — Guizhou Plateau’ s Bronze Age. The
Yunnan - Guizhou Plateau has the largest numbers of ethnic groups, owing to the immigration of
ancient ethnic groups. The Bronze Age is an important period of minority immigration, which
laid the foundation to the formation of diverse minorities in this region in future. By analyzing
the archaeological culture in each region and referring the present studies of ethnic history and
ethnology, it gives a preliminary study on ethnic groups in each region. The paper holds the idea
that there are Baiyue( HiB), Baipu( E##) and Digiang( [K3&) ethnic groups at The Yunnan
— Guizhou Plateau’ s Bronze Age, and each ethnic group includes several branches, and most of
them immigrated from adjacent areas at different times. They are not equally distributed,
Digiang mainly in Dianxibei region, Baipu mainly in Diandongbei region and Baiyue mainly in
Diannan and Diandongnan region. Any regions may include one or two ethnic groups, and their
distribution was changing at different times.

Chapter four: the origin of The Yunnan - Guizhou Plateau’ s civilization. The process of the
origin and development of The Yunnan — Guizhou Plateau’ s civilization was far behind that of
Central Plains. It was broken off before its highly development and quickly assimilated into Cen-
tral Plains’ culture, so it shows its peculiarity. There are five steps during the process of the or-
igin and development of The Yunnan — Guizhou Plateau’s civilization. They are ancient culture
period, ancient city period, ancient country period, early country period and integration period.
The culture in Dianchi Region is the most developed. The main reasons that caused its highly
development are favorable geographical conditions, developed farming and animal husbandry, ir-

rigation works and irrigation management, specialized handicraft industry, strong assimilation to
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outside cultures, frequent wars, complicated religious rites and prosperous long - range trade.
Chapter five; the cultural relationship between The Yunnan — Guizhou Plateau and its adja-
cent areas at Bronze Age. The cultural influence between The Yunnan — Guizhou Plateau at
Bronze Age and its adjacent areas is mutual. These adjacent areas are Central Plains, Northern
area, Sichuan Basin, Lingnan area, Mainland Southeastern Asia and Southern Asia. And how
much they influence each other depends on the distance and the extent of cultural relationship

between them.
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