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Brief Account of Education in the UK

In the UK, education is free and compulsory( S_4-#) for children up 1o the age of 16. Children usually attend the school nearest to
their home. In some places there are residential (4277 # ) schools, but many children do not choose to attend this kind of school because
they have to pay for it.

Section A Welcome to the unit & Reading
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School life in the UK

Going to a British high school for one year was a very enjoyable and REXRET 6P #, 9BRA FE—K4
exciting experience for me. I was very happy with the school hours in | #AR# I AR GRS HRER RN P FHHE
Britain because school starts around 9 a. m. and ends about 3:30 p.m. | A, BAFRFRAEF RN & LR, TH3 ¥
This means I could get up an hour later than usual as schools in China F, XEAEAFETRRALR—A oK, BY
begin before 8 a.m. AvEERERESFS RLWMRFHLRT,
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1 know of him, but I can't really say that I know him.
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Cultural relics

EF RAEMRARRLFESGAR
rare adj. R AN BT valuable adj. 5t & & ; A 1849
survive vi. ¥ % A 4% vase n. JLH#L;#L
dynasty n. 384X ; £ 9 amaze ut. £ °0I% ;IR 5
amazing adj. A APLITH) select vt. Pik ;i 45
fancy adj. # 4% 4 ; A4 design n. & ; EE;ME
vt. Z@g,‘bﬂ(ﬂ,iﬁ ot. 1&1“',1"’&‘],%"&
honey n. & ; ¥ % style n. Wtg; BB ; £ R
decorate v. 345 ; £ 15 jewel n. KRE; £ 5
artist n. ZARAKEK belong vi. & F ;A #— R
troop n. B ;40 ; FX reception n. 3:4F; B844Ik
& & $19 remove vt. #% 3 ; #k A wooden adj. A #9
doubt n. WREE ; 58 & former adj. VAT # ; AT #9
vt VREE ; RAZ local adj. A Huth ; &3ty
worth prep. {81385 ;48 % F-eevee LR R painting n. 4 & ; &
n. B8 ;4 trial n. % #]; F ;KB
adi. [ & {E48) explode vi. & ¥E
apart adv. 2 % 3 ; 57130 sailor n. K5 ;% 7 ;46 R
castle n. 3RE maid n. ¥4 ;41
evidence n. #& 3% ;£ debate n. §it; #8
entrance n. A\ & vi. Fib;
sink vi. (sank,sunk;sunk,sunken) F it ;LT informal adj. 3 &£ X #
in search of F-3% belong to & F
§ 55k in return /£ A R Z; =R less than ¥ F
i at war & T KK A take apart #f 7
think highly of % ;8 &
1. 4 %] 5| A8 & 7% ( Asking for opinions)
Do/Don’ t you think that ...? Would you consider...?
Why/Why not...? Do you have any idea about ...?
How do you know that? Are you sure that he/she was telling the truth?
What do you think? What do you think of...?
What’ s your idea/opinion of...? What would you say ...7
EE IR How do you feel about ...? Who do you think was ...?

What are your reasons for saying that?
2. k1A B T #9 & A (Giving opinions)

I think/don’ t think that ...

In my opinion...

That can’t be true.

I think ... is telling the truth because...

Sorry, I agree/don’ t agree with you.
It can be proved.

I don’ t believe ...,because ...
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1. R4 M 2 35 M 4] (Restrictive attributive clause)

. In 1770 the room was completed the way she wanted.
&k . . .
This was a time when the two countries were at war.

2. 3 FR4) M % 35 M &) ( Non-testrictive attributive clause)

This gift was the Amber Room,which was given this name because several tons of amber were used to make it.
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. way #) 2 i&,
. doubt #9 4L A H & &,
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9.4 559064 A,
10. have A tE1£ /X 3hia849 & &3,
. ATEZASIL G AHREL OB EHR,
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A. St. Petersburg

St. Petersburg was founded on May 16,1703 when a six-bastion ( six walls ) fortress (&% , %% £ ) —Peter and Paul Fortress—was laid
on Zayachy Island,located ( 4 3% ) in the broadest part of the Neva estuary (7] 2 ) ,with a church named Saints Peter and Paul Cathedral in
the middle. In 1710 the capital of Russia was transferred ( i£#5 )to St. Petersburg from Moscow.

The city was built with 18th and 19th century European pomp ( %, % 77 ) and orderliness by mainly European architects and
accumulated( & #% ) all of the grandeur (4 %L ) of the Russian Imperial Court. The result is a city that remains one of Europe’ s most
beautiful cities. To honor his patron saint( 5 4? #% ) —Saint Peter. Tzar Peter the Great named his new capital St. Petersburg and the city has
been the capital of Russia for nearly 200 years.

St. Petersburg is located at the mouth of the Neva River, and eastward across the islands of its delta( = f # ) is the Gulf of Finland
reaching the coast of Finland,and onward is the Baltic Sea. Sometimes it is referred to as “the City of 101 islands and 300 bridges”. The
present city is a large industrial, transport, scientific and cultural center of Russia with a territory of 620 square kilometers (235 square
miles ) and a population of 5 million.

Even today St. Petersburg is considered the “Northern Capital” and is proclaimed( & #7494 ) the “Cultural Capital of Russia”. This
magnificent cultural city is the second biggest city in Russia, after Moscow.

- -HEg

2 -MAERAETIIBHS AI6E, 50— ANBEE —RFRFEERALTLHE GHLBEARRTOREN®
Fo P REAE - BART REE, 1710 5 A F M ARG EMALH L - AR,

2 - RARREIZHRMNERATES, FRAF RET A AR LR T B B TR EIAET, 5k EASL KM KRBT
BHL—o ATRELTPHE - A7, LBFRFIACAIAS L H 2 - RITE, TR AR T LA L5 %,

2 -BERETREAT FRRARATZANGRFLE BOBRATHE, AN - T RE 101 & 300 H2
Wo AEFRRBF M —MERG Lok il HF b s ERER6C0 FHFAZ(235 FH5EL) ,ATH 500 5,

HELHB,E - WAAEBHAERT MG AAR” SR EA A R T M AL, & BT AT R T W8 B =
KA AR TF EMA,

B. Peter the Great

Peter(1672 —1725) was a grandson of Tzar Michael Romanov. In 1682, at the age of 10, Peter was proclaimed( & # ) Tzar, but due to
a power struggle between different political forces he had to rule together with his brother Ivan under the patronage ( 3k B ) of his sister
Sofia. In 1689 , after the failure of a coup (& % ), Sofia was overthrown and exiled ( #Ak) to a convent. When Ivan died in 1696, Peter
remained monarch( % %) and engineered a series of reforms that were to put Russia among the major European powers. Peter opened Russia

to the West. He invited the best European engineers, shipbuilders, architects, craftsmen and merchants to come to Russia. Hundreds of



Russians were sent to Europe to get the best education and learn different arts and crafts.

One of Peter’ s main goals was to regain access to the Baltic Sea and Baltic trade. In 1700 he started the Northern War with Sweden,
which lasted for 21 years. In the course of the war St. Petersburg was founded (1703 ). At the end of the war Russia was victorious and
conquered ( & 47 ) the vast lands on the Baltic coast. Russia gained access to European trade and St. Petersburg became her major sea port.

In 1712 Peter the Great moved the Russian capital to St. Petersburg and continued paying special attention to the swift construction of
the city. When the Northern War ended in 1721 Russia was declared an Empire and Peter the Great proclaimed himself its Emperor.
Meanwhile, Peter continued his political and economic reforms. The “tzar-reformer” was first to organize a Russian regular army and build
the Russian navy. Peter the Great was buried in the Peter and Paul Cathedral and the people still bring flowers to his tomb.
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C. The Amber Room

In 1701, the King of Prussia Frederick the 1st decided to have a cun'osity;é room with walls covered with amber. The work was started
soon,and in 1713 ,the project was almost finished when, after the death of Frederick the 1st his heir —the King Frederick William the 1st
ordered to cease immediately the work. The finished parts were packed and brought to The Armoury in Berlin.

In 1717 the King Frederick William the 1st gave the whole prepared parts of the Amber Room to the Russian Emperor Peter the 1st as
a diplomatic gift. In 1743 ,the Russian Empress Elisabeth the 1st let an Italian designer place the amber cover in one of the rooms of the
Winter Palace in St. Petersburg. The Amber Room was first open in 1746 in the Winter Palace, where it was housed till 1755 ;that year it
was moved to the summer residence of the Russian Emperors at Tsarskoe Syolo.

During the construction of the Amber Room at Tsarskoe Syolo, five master amber craftsmen from Konigsberg in Prussia were employed
at the place;some of their furnishing masterpieces are presently in the collection of the Catherine Palace at Tsarskoe Syolo, being the only
known parts of the Amber Room which survived the World War II.

The: Amber Room was finished in the 70s of the 18th century and in that shape it existed almost 200 years. In 1942 Germans took the
Amber Room from Tsarskoe Syolo and mounted it in the castle of Konigsberg. However, the danger of the British bombing in the summer of
1944 forced Germans to disassemble the Amber Room and to pack it in boxes;as late as in April 1945 it was still in the Konigsberg castle,
but further vicissitudes of the Amber Room remain unknown. Most probably the boxes with the Amber Room were burned down during the
fire of the Konigsberg castle in April 1945.

Reportedly, since late seventies of the 20th century the reconstruction of the Amber Room has been carried on.
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IN SEARCH OF THE AMBER ROOM

Frederick William I,the King of Prussia,could never have
imagined that his greatest gift to the Russian people would have
such an amazing history. This gift was the Amber Room, which
was given this name because several tons of amber were used to
make it. The amber which was selected had a beautiful yellow-
brown colour like honey. The design of the room was in the
fancy style popular in those days. It was also a treasure
decorated with gold and jewels, which took the country’s best
artists about ten years to make.

In fact, the room was not made
to be a gift. It was designed for the
palace of Frederick I. However, the

next King of Prussia, Frederick

William I, to whom the amber room #
belonged , decided not to keep it. In 1716 he gave it to Peter the
Great. In return,the Czar sent him a troop of his best soldiers.
So the Amber Room became part of the Czar’ s winter palace in
St Petersburg. About four metres long, the room served as a
small reception hall for important visitors.

Later, Catherine [ had the Amber Room moved to a
palace outside St Petersburg where she spent her summers. She
told her artists to add more details to it. In 1770 the room was
completed the way she wanted. Almost six hundred candles lit
the room, and its mirrors and pictures shone like gold. Sadly,
although the Amber Room was considered one of the wonders of
the world, it is now missing.

In September 1941 ,the Nazi army was near St Petersburg.
This was a time when the two countries were at war. Before the
Nazis could get to the summer palace,the Russians were able to
remove some furniture and small art objects from the Amber
Room. However, some of the Nazis secretly stole the room itself.
In less than two days 100,000 pieces were put inside twenty-
seven wooden boxes. There is no doubt that the boxes were then
put on a train for Konigsberg, which was at that time a German
city on the Baltic Sea. After that, what happened to the Amber
Room remain a mystery.

Recently, the Russians and Germans have built a new
Amber Room ‘at the summer palace. By studying old photos of
the former Amber Room, they have made the new one look like
the old one. In 2003 it was ready for the people of St Petersburg
when they celebrated the 300th birthday of their city.
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