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1. The Mayflower Compact
A AR L

The Mayflower™’ Compact is a written agreement composed by a consensus of the new Settlers ar-
riving at New Plymouth in November of 1620. They had traveled across the ocean on the Ship Mayflower
that was anchored in what is now Provincetown Harbor near Cape Cod™> , Massachusetts. The Mayflow-
er Compact was drawn up with fair and equal laws, for the general good of the settlement and with the
will of the majority. The Mayflower’ s passengers knew that the New World’ s earlier settlers failed due to
a lack of government. They hashed out the content and eventually composed the Compact for the sake of
their own survival. All 41 of the adult male members on the Mayflower signed the Compact. Being the
first written laws for the new land, the Compact determined authority within the settlement and was ob-
served as such until 1691. This established that the colony (mostly persecuted Separatists), was to be
free of English law. It was devised to set up a government from within themselves and was written by
those to be governed.

When James became king; -the Pilgrims"’ thought they might finally be able to ask for permission
to establish their own church. Although King James™' was a protestant', he was intolerant of diffe-
rent religious views. So the Pilgrims decided to leave England for Holland where freedom of religion was
accepted. After several years in Holland, the group became unsettled with the growing Dutch influence
on their families. They still felt they were English, but their children were adapting to Dutch ways and
wanted to speak the language of their new country. The leaders of the Pilgrim group, William Bradford
and several others worked out a plan to move the entire Pilgrim group to America where they could be free
to establish their own church.

It was too expensive and difficult to move everyone at once, but they began to organize the trip.
William Bradford® and other Pilgrim leaders had secured the right to settle on the land claimed by the
Virginia Company near the mouth of the ' Hudson River. To raise money for the voyage the Pilgrims signed
a contract with a group of London stockholders. In return the stockholders would share the profits of the



-2 100N EEERBELEEH

planned colony. In addition to the Pilgrims, it was necessary to include about 50 other English people
who wanted to go to America and would help to pay for the ship and the supplies. The original Pilgrim
church members called themselves “Saints” and called the others “Strangers.” So the altogether 102
passengers on the Mayflower were divided into two groups. 41 of them were Pilgrims; the rest was
“strangers”, including merchants, craftsmen, skilled workers and indentured servants, and several
young orphans. About one-third of them were children. All were common people. On September 6,
1620, the Mayflower departed from Plymouth, England with 102 passengers.

The 3,000 -mile voyage across the Atlantic lasted more than two months. When they finally sighted
land on November 9, 1620, the captain of the Mayflower knew right away that they were at Cape Cod,
far north of their destination. The captain headed the Mayflower soilthward; however, it ran into rough,
shallow waters and was in danger of sinking. Rather than chancing more days at sea, the Pilgrims decid-
ed to land. The Mayflower finally dropped anchor in a harbor at the tip of Cape Cod.

Almost immediately, an argument broke out. Several “strangers” made discontented and mutinous
speeches: when we came ashore, we would use our own liberty, for none had the power to command
us. Imagine the situation: over 100 people, cut off from any government, with a rebellion brewing.
And the land was outside the chartered territory of the London Company. Only staunch determination
would help the Pilgrims land and establish their colony. If they didn’t work as a group, they could all
die in the wildemess. Thus, the Mayflower Compact was signed to establish a civil govemment based
upon a majoritarian model and to proclaim the settlers’ allegiance to the King.

The Mayflower Compact was probably composed by William Bradford, and was signed by nearly all
the adult male colonists, including two of the indentured servants. The format of the Mayflower Compact
is very similar to the written agreements used by the Pilgrims to establish their Separatist churches in En-
gland and Holland. The Mayflower Compact expressed four main ideals: It expressed the deep faith and
belief in God and His divine guidance which was held so dear to the Pilgrim Fathers; it expressed deep
loyalty to the native England and to the King, regardless of his actions to persecute and exile the Pil-
grims; it expressed mutual regard for one another as equals in the sight of God; it expressed the intent to
establish just and equal laws upon which would be built a truly democratic form of government, the first
recorded in history. The agreement set forth principles of a self-governed body not completely separate
from the King of England.

The Mayflower Compact established a strong relationship between the ideas of church covenanting
and covenanting together to form a civil government which is the Foundations of American Constitutiona-
lism. What is most important to note here is that the framers of this Compact understood that there was a
significant difference between a covenant and a constitution. In the former case of a covenant, they re-
ferred to it in order to combine themselves together into a civil body. A constitution, however, and laws
which flowed from it did not combine them into a civil body, but organized that previously combined civil
body in such a manner and in such a fashion as was “most meet and convenient for the general good of
the colony.”

One of the main concepts derived from the Mayflower Compact was governing law for and by the peo-
ple. The concept is the heart of democracy and the foundation of philanthropy and the nonprofit commu-
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nity. Nonprofit organizations within certain areas of activity, such as health and education, are subject
to similar public regulations as for-profit and state sectors. As long as organized entities lawfully observe
required safety and employment practices, the boards and staff of organizations are free to pursue their
missions.

The Compact created the idea of a social contract. A social contract is an actual or hypothetical
compact between the ruled and their rulers that defines the rights and duties of each (Encyclopedia Bri-
tannica) . Although specific duties were not assigned to each colonist, a concept of higher order was es-
tablished by the election of John Carver as the first governor of New Plymouth. Nonprofit organizations
use the same principle in creating a contract between the agency and its employees.

The Mayflower Compact was a solemn recognition that people wanted a fresh start to create their own
laws and form their own government. Every man, women were not allowed to vote, was given a right to
take part in the government in exchange for the promise to obey the laws that were passed. The experi-
ence and this short document are significant because the Mayflower Compact established a pattern of self-
government in America. It was the first governing document of Plymouth Colony. The compact was ref-
erred to by John Adams'” as the foundation of the Constitution of the United States, but he was speak-
ing figuratively, not literally.

» Questions for Discussion

1. Why and how did the first colonists come to America?
2. What is the significance of the Mayflower Compact in the founding of the new nation?

(1] Mayflower “H A" 5: HE 3 WM, K 19.50 K, T 7.95 K, ZKE 3.35
X, HEKR 180 i, F 1615 T /K, 1957 FEEFKEME LA (Devon) iR THEM (Brixham)
BET “HAW Z5, fEhEAXENLSILMA. 1995 FXEEAFHREEEE ‘1
A" SR —BREA, WEISEFFHBRIESEBIRE,

[2] Cape Cod BHliff: XEDEEEM - MBERT, RAFE, R +0XE, R
PAB L BEEBREEA . 1990 FXHAODRE 157, BEEET 237,

[3] the Pilgrims W #fE: RIEILERBHEMIFARZIRMA, MfThkE Lot HAE KT
THEFMAEERT, BB TRR L, REMIBEFFLELEILXEREE],
1620 EAATIR BIAL T S BEE M 5 R BAREL K ST o

[4] King James & —1it (1566 - 1625): EEE, 160343 H 24 HE 162543 A
27 BEERL, FHFRATE 2 EEFB LS (E3X4E James VI), 1567457 A 24 HF) 1625 4 3
H 27 BEELL,

[5] protestant Fi#fE: AHEBHSH—MRE, HEMMEERE I AEFHREES+
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RHHFENZ b, FHBREIED EFRROE—RE, RERABERX, FANTE0ERE
WAEH LMV ; FEtE b F8E R MR H, BESNEE,

[6] William Bradford B - 7 SEAEHE (1590 - 1670) : A= F 35 [ 4 35 88 i B A4 36 /R 4,
LB #ERA, FREMAES. 1608 4E, fit5 125 A EHERFEERNAEN LW, 5
KRR KRG 1621 4F, B FE R F ok R A S R RN, K5
PMHERHIK 30 FFZ A, 1856 4F, MR T (EFIFEHTRMIE: 1620~ 1647) —F5,

[7] John Adams EE —fE B4 (1797-1801): 4F 173545 10 H 30 H, 1826 4EiliiH,
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2. Bacon’s Rebéllion
IEIR A KX

Bacon’s Rebellion was probably one of the most confusing yet intriguing chapters in Jamestown’ s
history. It was the first rebellion in the American colonies in which discontented frontiersmen took part.
For many years, historians considered the Virginia Rebellion of 1676 to be the first stirring of revolutio-
nary sentiment in America which culminated in the American Revolution almost exactly one hundred years
later. ¢

After the restoration of Charles II'") to the throne at the end of the English Civil War™ , Parlia-
ment passed the Navigation Acts® of 1660 — 1663. The tobacco planters in Virginia were no longer able
to sell to customers in France, and Dutch shipé; were prohibited from trading with Virginia. Throughout
the 1660s, tobacco prices were painfully low and Virginia planters struggled economically. The elite
farmers on the Atlantic coast, called the “Tidewater Gentry” owned much of the best farmland in the ar-
ea and exercised political power disproportionate to their numbers, to the discontent of the majority of the
population who were small farmers, indentured servants and slaves. Native Americans drew small far-
mers, being unable to afford the best lands, to the backcountry lands that were vulnerable to be attacked.
Backcountry farmers also had difficulty moving their goods to markets. Taxes were high, especially on
tobacco after 1660. But there was no political outlet for the unhappy planters. Not surprisingly, the
frustrations were vented in other ways.

Nathanial Bacon™*” s Rebellion can be attributed to several causes. Economic problems such as
declining tobacco prices, growing commercial competition from Maryland and the Carolinas, an increa-
singly restricted English market and the rising price of English manufactured goods ( mercantilism )
caused problems for the Virginians.

There were heavy English losses in the latest series of naval wars with the Dutch and, closer to
home, there were many problems caused by weather. Several natural disasters including hailstorms,
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floods, drought and hurricanes rocked the colony all in the course of a year and had a damaging effect on
the colonists. These difficulties encouraged the colonists to find a scapegoat against whom they could vent
their frustrations and place the blame for their misfortunes.

The colony also suffered from a strained relationship with the local Indian tribes. There had been
several outbreaks of hostilities, including some with the Susquehannocks, and to help prevent further in-
cidents, the colonial governor of Virginia, Sir William Berkeley™ had levied a new tax for the con-
struction of forts. People in the western settlements were unhappy with this plan. Since the forts would
be spread out along the border, attacking tribes could simply go between them. There was widespread
complaint about government corruption and the uselessness of the forts. They wanted troops to take action
against the Indians and they wanted it now. As described by Warren Billings, “Loss of the Dutch trade,
war with the Netherlands, the breakdown of peace with the Indians, and the revival of proprietary land
grants compounded Berkeley’s troubles.”

Nathaniel Bacon, a young, wealthy Englishman who had recently settled in the backcountry of Vir-
ginia said, “We must defend ourselves against all Indians in general, for that they were all enemies.”
A many other Virginians, especially those who lived in the interior, also shared the opinion that all Indi-
ans were enemies. Bacon attracted a large following who, like him, wanted to kill or drive out every In-
dian in Virginia. Berkeley had refused to react to the claims that the Indians were committing murders
and thefts on the frontier. Because he was making a good profit from trading with the Indians, and was
not willing to disrupt that business by triggering open war. In 1675, when Berkeley denied Bacon a
commission (the authority to lead soldiers), Bacon took it upon himself to lead his followers in a crusade
against the “enemy.” They marched to a fort held by a friendly tribe, the Occaneechees, and con-
vinced them to capture warriors from an unfriendly tribe. The Occaneechees returned with captives. Ba-
con’s men killed the captives. They then tumed to their “allies” and opened fire. Then Berkeley de-
clared Bacon a rebel and charged him with treason.

On July 30, 1676, Bacon issued his “Declaration of the People” which addressed the dissatisfac-
tion of Berkeley’ s leadership. The document accused Berkeley was corrupt, played favorites, mis-
managing the public treasury, raising taxes, and protected the Indians for his own selfish purposes. Up-
on hearing this, more people supported Bacon. Bacon’s rebels retained the loyalty of many indentured
servants and small landholders. The colony depended heavily on supplies from England, however, and
the sea captains and sailors sided with Berkeley.

After a sharp skirmish Bacon recaptured the capital (Berkeley again took flight) but, fearing that
he could not hold it against attack, set fire to the town. Bacon now was in charge of Virginia but his
success quickly ended. He became ill with dysentery’® and died in the fall of 1676, and without his
leadership the rebellion lost its heart and soul and collapsed quickly. Berkeley briefly returned to power
and relentlessly hunted down the rebels before being recalled to England.

Bacon’s Rebellion demonstrated that poor whites and poor blacks could be united in a cause. This
was a great fear of the ruling class—what would prevent the poor from uniting to fight them? This fear
hastened the transition to racial slavery. However, the political strength of the common farmers and la-
borers had not improved—they would long remain in the shadow of the Tidewater Gentry. Further, these



