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Abstract

The study is the political explanations on the police. Its target is to
find the political nature of the police, which include the internal political
nature in the origin of the police, as well as the external political charac-
ter in the process of the policing. Such political nature can also be found
in the role adjustment and state adjustment within the police force in
order to achieve political legitimacy in the current political arena.

The study explains the intension of the police in the different
aspects. In the static aspect, the police refer to people and organization;
whereas in the dynamic aspect, the police refer to the action as well as
the process of protecting the order of public security, “supervision and
precautions in advance, paired with follow up regulations and adjust-
ment”. The politics is the state or legitimate government and the action
around the core concept of power, authority and conflict. Such under-
standing constitutes the following approaches: one being the relationship
between the state/the government with the police; the other views the
police as the political authority, the public power the mediator of con-
flicts. These two approaches points at the political nature of the police,
L e. restriction and protection. In order to realize rending order, the po-
lice restricts actions that appease the government or the state by the force,
thus becoming the power device of the state machinery. Moreover, be-
ing the mediator or peacemaker within the public power; the police

always protect legitimate “normal” civil liberties and rights as well as
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restricting illegal civil rights, so the police is the protector of social order.

The police also are the design of the political institution for the
state, the harmony between the state and the society, public security and
order. We can say that the police are the personification of order. In
order to realize such order, the police become the instrument through
which the state display its force; the police need to prevent actions that
are harmful to other’s rights; the police need to locate-and uncover the
crime; the police should offer public security service, mobilize the com-
munity and people to take part in public security work. It means that the
police must serve three functions: reinforce government control, curbing
crimes and offering services. The political natures of the police include
the internal political nature, the external political character and the politi-
cal expression at present.

1) The internal political nature of the police. The study inspects
the common origin of the police and the state. The police and the state
appeared at the same time and the institute of the police matured with the
institute of the state, and the police will eventually disappear with the de-
velopment of society. Being the representative of the state, the police are
the guarantee of state power. The study notes that the police coexist with
the state all through history, and that the political nature of police is from
the political nature of the state.

2) The external political character of the police. The study inspects
that the police how to intervene and adjust the citizen liberties and rights.
According to the boundary of the police power and the scope of the citi-
zen rights, the study answers that the police power how to realize the
balance between restricting the citizen action and protecting the citizen
rights, and the study answers how to realize the harmony between police
power and citizen rights. The study holds that the spirit of “rule of law”
and corporatism are the foundation for realizing the harmony between the

police power and the civil rights. The study also thinks that the harmony
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between the police power and the civil rights lies in the view of the rela-
tionship between public power and private rights, i e. “state is necessary
“evil’” leads to “police is necessary ‘evil’”. “State is necessary °e-
vil’” is a natural conclusion when we analyze the conflict and the har-
mony between public power and private rights in the view of political
philosophy, which is the logical and realistic foundation for analyzing the
oppositional unity of the police and freedom in the view of legal philoso-
phy. Along the same path, we would come to another conclusion: “po-
lice is also necessary ‘evil’ ”. It means that the police not only is the aid
when people realize their freedom and rights, but also is the danger when
the police functions as public power. Two conclusions are the foundation
and starting point for drawing the distinction between the police power
and the limits of the civil rights and finding the harmony between each
other.

3) The political expression at present. The theory of governance
holds that the interaction between state and civil society can realize the
good governance in the field of public administration. The strategy of the
socialization of national policing is becoming a trend in the field of poli-
cing transforming. It is the process through which police agencies mobi-
lize social organization and people to take part in crime control and secur-
ity reinforcement as well as police agencies’ effort towards professional po-
licing. Obviously, the socialization of national policing is seeking the in-
teraction between police agencies and social organizations and the coopera-
tion between police and residents. The aim of the socialization of na-
tional policing is to improve public security management. Because a po-
lice force developing proportionately with nation or social organization
and its people constitutes the foundation of a civilized society, we can use
the theory of governance to analyze the socialization of national policing
and define it as a new concept: the governance of policing.

The thesis conducts research into the political nature of the police
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from the dimension of properties, characteristics and manifestations. In
the last section, the thesis focuses on the modernity of police. Modernity
embodies the paradox of progress vs. setbacks, order vs. cha'os, conflicts
vs. co-ordinance, and trusts vs. risks. The two essential aspects of mo-
dernity are the modernization process and the unremitting pursuit of or-
der in confusion. The modernization of the police lies not only in the
modernization process of the policing institution. In order to realize the
order of the state and society, the police are supposed to bring restrictions
on and protection on the public. Such effort is also an indispensable part
of the modernization of the police. The thesis points out that the balance
between the police’s restriction and protection of the public will also be
dynamic, which brings about the ambiguity of the manifestations of po-
lice modernity. The modern police force oscillates between the manage-
ment and service of the society, tossed between the decisions of more re-
striction vs. more service. Ending the thesis upon such vacillation and ir-
resolution between restriction and service adds to the integrity of my re-

search.

Key Words: Police, Politics, Political nature of police, Restriction

and protection, Governance of policing, Modernity of police.
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