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S0 Much to Learn

Commencement at the University is a time of ceremony and pageantry, a time
of joy, celebration, and reflection, a time for marking academic achievements, and
a time to begin the next step in life. Commencement is the campus-wide gradua-
tion ceremony for students from all schools, colleges, and degree programs. The
President of the University confers degrees upon all degree candidates at this cer-
emony. Family and friends gather to witness the formal end to a student’s college
years; faculty, staff and trustees join in the tradition of conferring degrees. After
commencement, convocation ceremonies are to be hosted by individual schools,
colleges, and/or departments for their graduates. Each ceremony may be different
in form and structure and may range from a formal graduation ceremony to a ca-
sual reception.
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There are different types and emphases of tests, but all tests require under-
standing and reasoning, even though the type of response they call for may vary.
The three main types of examinations are multiple choice questions (MCQ), short
answer questions (SAQ) and essay.

MCQs are able to test a full range of abilities, including complex intellectual
knowledge, reasoning ability and understanding. They are intended to be objective
and reliable. Short answer questions cover a wide range of content and are most
often used to test knowledge and understanding of definitions, formulae, principles,
and explanations. Usually, SAQs can be answered succinctly, but answers need to
be accurate. The essay-type examinations test the student’s ability to read accu-
rately and to write purposefully within a rigid time limit. They require a student
to compose in one or more paragraphs an answer to a specific problem. Essay-type
question tests understanding (of themes, ideas, concepts), and the ability to inter-
pret, analyze, and evaluate, thus is as much a test of thinking and writing ability
as of knowledge. The grade depends mainly on how well the answer is supported,
not just on the student’s opinions.

A typical exam might consist of 50 multiple choices for one point each and
two essay questions for 25 points each.
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Wish for the Freshman Year



College life gives the students a welcome measure of independence. At most
four-year colleges and universities, students choose their majors in the first two
years. At registration time, students consider which courses are required to gradu-
ate, which courses are required in their major, and which elective courses they
are interested in. They design their own schedules by their choices of classes. At-
tendance is also the student’s choices; the teacher may grade according to atten-
dance and participation, but most teachers see it as the students’ responsibility to
attend class, do homework, and pass tests.

US college and university campuses abound with activities designed to foster
friendships. Many schools designate a “Student Activities Center” where the stu-
dents may learn of different options, such as outdoor clubs, chorus, dance, and a
number of athletic teams. Clubs and organizations play a big role on campus. Dur-
ing this time of exploration and growth, the campus environment provides a variety
of clubs and activities so that students may remain active in their established ar-
eas of interest or pursue new interests.

Participation in extracurricular activities is encouraged as a way to enrich
students’ overall learning experiences. Some students play musical instruments out-
side of class; there are thousands of student bands across the campuses of Ameri-
ca. But the most popular kind of music — both to listen to and to play — is rock
and roll for most students. 1If the weather is suitable, students engage in sports
activities and games out-of-door. Basketball, American football, soccer, volleyball,
tennis and Frishee are popular pastimes.
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. Dialogue Samples

Picture 2

Linda and her professor Smith are discussing how to study effectively.

Good moming, Prof. Smith. Pleased to meet you.

Pleased to meet you, too, Linda. You look depressed. What’s the matter with
you?

. I'm worried about my final examinations. I find that no matter how hard I study,

I still can’t make much progress.

5: Don’t worry, Linda. Sometimes hard work isn’t the whole story. Knowing how to

study counts for much more.

I always doubt whether 1 have the ability to study well.

5: Do have confidence in yourself, Linda. In my mind, you are a clever student,

and the most important issue you face now is how to make full use of your abilities.

1.: Can you give me some recommendations on how to improve my achievements?

5: There is a passage on how to improve your study habits. 1 think it can be of

some help to you.

I_: Thank you very much, Prof. Smith.

Picture 3

John and Michael are discussing the study methods they’ve just learned in class.

The teacher has talked about several good study methods. Which one, do
you think, is most helpful to you?

vi: Concentration. Treat studying like a serious business, not something we can do

while eating or watching TV at the same time. Once we open our books, we



can really focus. Nothing can distract us from it.
To concentrate is very important. But as for me, organizing my time carefully can
contribute more to academic success. A weekly schedule can make me more aware

of how I spend my time.

. 1 agree with you on this point.

What's more, it enables me to plan my activities so that I have adequate time
for both work and play.

I couldn’t agree more. I always forget to work on my assignment until the last
minute because of other social activities.

Me, too. So let’s learn all these good study methods by heart and try to study
more effectively.

I hope we can make great progress in the near future.

Picture 5

Linda and Michael are comparing their notes outside the classroom.

Hi, Michael, I didn’t quite understand the meaning of the idiom “face the

music” . Can you give me an explanation?

. The idiom the teacher illustrated just now in class?

Yes, I couldn’t write it down completely in class.

Let me see. “Face the music” refers to meet and deal with the unpleasant
results of one’s own action. For example, if you’ve been caught cheating, then
you have to face your music.

I see. “Face the music” means | must take responsibility for what I have done
wrong.

That’s right. So 1 never want to face my music.
Neither do I

Picture 6

John and Michael are chatting in the classroom about the travel they made in the

summer vacation.

Michael, I'm told you have been to Guilin during the summer vacation. How
is your trip there?

Wonderful. Otherwise 1 can never understand why people say the mountains and
waters of Guilin are the best under heaven.

What's the most striking feature there?



Its natural scenery. I've never seen such fantastic views before.
Have you ever been to Seven Star Cave?

 Yes. It's typical of karst structure. Eroded by water over thousands of years, the
cave is a wonderland of stalactites and stalagmites.
My mother told me that Elephant Trunk Hill is regarded as the symbol of Guilin’s
landscape.

I Yes, it has a history of 3.6 hundred million years. Resembling an elephant leisurely
sucking water from the river with its long trunk, the hill is world famous.
I hope I can visit Guilin someday.

v1: When you visit Guilin, you can’t miss the Li River. When you travel along the Li
River, you can enjoy the magnificent sights and be fully aware of the beautiful

green hills and clear water.

' Communicative Tasks

Task 1

Wils The lecture was interesting. 1 really enjoy it.

Zhang: Yes. Indeed 1 agree but I don’t think we’ve met before.

Wilson: No, I came here just a few days ago. My name is Tom Wilson. Nice to
meet you.

¢: I'm Zhang Hua. Nice to meet you, too. Where are you from?
Wilson: I'm from New Zealand. I come here to study.
Zhang: Have you declared your major?
ilson: Yes, I'm majoring in Chinese Language. 1 was keen on Chinese culture

when I was a child and T think the Chinese language can help me know
more about China. How about you?
I'm a computer science major. Computer is very popular in China and in-
formation technology has a very big effect on our lives.
That’s right. I'm very glad to have met you here.
Nice meeting you, Mr. Wilson. I hope you enjoy yourself in this university.
See you next time.

Wilson: See you.

Task 2

w

ang: Since we are going to select your courses, can you tell me what’s your fa-
vorite subject?

Modern Chinese Literature, [ think.



Could you give any reason for your choice?
It's fantastic and it opens an entirely new world for me. Since I was a child,
I've developed a strong interest in Chinese Literature. | hope from the
course, I can know more about Chinese people and their culture.
: What other courses would you like to take?

\like:  Chinese Martial Arts. They are very beautiful and the movements are flu-
ent and smooth. I was deeply attracted the first time I saw them.

Vangz: And they can also have a good influence on your health if you practice them
properly. But they are difficult and boring at the beginning.

Vitke: I know, but I have confidence in myself and I won’t drop it halfway.
That’s great.
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So Much to Learn
I BXABIHE

A group of engineering seniors were going to take their last exam. After four

years’ college study, they were confident. What's more, they knew the coming exam
would be easy for they were allowed to bring any books or notes they wanted.
However, the exam turned out to be very difficult and none of the students could
finish even one of the five essay-type questions. This left a deep impression upon
their minds and made them realize that although they were college graduates,
there was much to learn and their education had just begun.
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Paras. 1-4 —HIREUMNANFEFOCTEAESMRE—FER,

A group of engineering seniors were confident and felt ready for their last

exam.

Paras. 5-13 Fi{{EE#, EERFAETHAERHN—E,

The exam turned out to be very difficult and none of the students could finish



even one of the five questions.
Paras. 14-15 #IFETAMEIIRRICENE T FERLRF
The lesson the professor taught was deeply impressed upon the students’
minds.
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S B A . “On their faces was confidence.”“... they felt ready and able to conquer
the world.” “The approaching exam, they knew, would be a snap.”“And their
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VL3R 1 25 8K 5% B . “The students no longer looked confident.”“On their faces was a
frightened expression.”“... the worried faces...,”“The students shifted restlessly in
their seats.” X —RIIM I LM EH L ER T THRZAMENR I EIFHRE THESE
AR EL R Y A 2R R
(—)imiC
approach v. $5 8 n. ORFE , #E, EEQ®RZON K, ik
[ % 4] ]Walk softly as you «pproach the baby’s erib.
LREREILDRE, 27—
His best approach to the great man lay through a mutual friend.
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Our «pprooch drove away the wild animals.
FAVE LA E T AP A S Y.
There are two basic approaches to solve the problem.
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