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Childcare

Part

Before You Listen

I. Think and answer

Do most mothers in America stay at home to take care of their children?

What are the alternatives to childcare from mothers?

Is it easy to find good childcare in America?

Is childcare expensive in America? Why or why not? i

&9 S

/. Make your prediction ﬁ;

Browse through all the information offered in this unit and predict the main idea of Text One and
Text Two by choosing from a, b, ¢ and d. You may choose more than one answer to indicate your
prediction.

Text One
a. Complaints of working mothers.
b. Complaints of housewives.
c. Working mothers vs. fulltime mothers.
d. Different kinds of childcare.

e

oS =
RAR S
Text Two
a. Childcare for the poor. e ip :
P E R R e R
b. Childcare for the rich. 4??“ g A BB §
c. Worries of childcare. 1 ‘, (i W E gB
d. Criteria of childcare. '
e #
el AL £ O EF OF |4_"( % :'#j;.";




Text @ne

I. Words and expressions

census /'sensos/ n. AU -E&

workforce /'waikfois/ n. K F

urban /'stban/ adj. 3R 44

nanny /'nant/ n. $RH FI4&

au pair “ZAE” 4, 4EARGR. FREURSIRINE S o HE ik

/l. Listen to confirm or to adjust

Listen and find out if your expectations are:the same as or different from what you hear. If different,
find the correct one or ones from Make your prediction.

lI. Listen and choose the best answer to each of the following questions.

1. How many women in America with a child under six were still in the workforce according
to the US Census Bureau in 20027
a. Sixty percent.
b. Sixty-four percent.
c. Thirty-four percent.

2. What’s the average cost for childcare in US according to the Bureau of Labor Statistics?
a. Four to ten thousand dollars per child per month.
b. Four to ten thousand dollars per child per year.
c. Four to ten thousand dollars per family per year.

3. How much did the poorest families spend on childcare in 2001 according to the Urban
Institute?

a. Half of the family income.
b. Nine percent of the family income.
Twenty-three percent of the family income.

@
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IV. Listen and complete the following table.

Time

The way(s) childcare is given

A half century ago

1. Most mothers of young children did not work

Now

children.

parents’ home.
4. Sometimes the care provider lives

2. Sometimes or other family members watch over

3. Some parents employ a person to children in the

5. Au pairs are care providers.

6. Some care providers open their

more children.
7. Some children stay at the children’s centers.

to one or

i SLIRe,

1. Words and expressions

preschool /'pri:'sku:l/ adj. F774)
needy /'ni:di/ adj. B
hurricane /'harikan/ n. R&R(
daycare /'deikes/ adj. B 3t4
crafts /kra:fts/ n. ¥ L7 &%
federal /'fedoral/ adj. #:#R#Y
median /'mi:dion/ adj. ¥ %4

/1. Listen to confirm or to adjust

Listen and find out if your expectations are the same as or different from what you hear. If different,

find the correct one or ones from Make your prediction.

1. Listen and decide whether the following statements are true (T) or false

(F).

1. Preschool programs aim at preparing children for the 4 D
educational system and life in general.

FL]
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‘ 2. Money needed to rebuild areas hit by Hurricane Katrina will
surely take away from early education and childcare.

f1e 1 2]

3. Parents are mostly pleased with the price of childcare.

4. The industry of preschool care and education has to replace
many workers every year.

5. A caregiver with a better education background usually earns T ‘—] F
more than a person who only finished high school. o

[]
I I

Iv. Listen and fill in the following blanks.

1. The Census Bureau says there were people in poverty in 2004.

2. The poverty rate was percent, up two-tenths of one percent
from the year before.

3. Currently the lowest pay in the US permitted under federal law is

an hour.
4. The government says half of daycare workers earned less than
an hour in 2002.

5. Those employed in schools had median earnings of per

hour.

HrEI IR A P ay 2 IF

BRI J R BA R . B (5B SRR, XS R E T R
TERTR PR B, PUONBORBE L, UM, RRIRILMER., AU, &
Vi AN AT Bk A T

BB AR AT 20 DA PR

1. ¥ A BT Text One H i3 56 B AAEPEFR 4% F 5 10 A 52 H s i3 .

The Labor Department’s Bureau of Labor Statistics says childcare costs for a full

day begin at about four thousand dollars yearly. Many families pay ten thousand

dollars yearly per child — and more.

2. 7% WA BIE Text Two HHPFRISEE A H 5 AP o 1) 1S Uil pe i3 -

4 Unit 1



The poverty rate was twelve and seven-tenths percent, up two-tenths of one percent

from the year before.
3. HAE: WACHIT Text One HiffRIE E AL hRASL LU N ZEMAIH T
(EBPN - Chg

The United States Census Bureau said that in two thousand two, ‘sixty-four percent

of mothers with a child under age six were in the workforce.

4. FPEC: PO b Y SR AT R D AR AR R R B A TR R

BiZ W, W MRS VT BIEAE, 7€ Here’s More HRATIT T W5 %L
PR

Part

_Here'smore ()

Exercise One

Listen twice and fill in the following blanks.

1. The LLE. report says the number increased by almost in the two

thousand three — two thousand four school year.

2. This brought the number of Americans studying in another country to more than

3. The increase the year before was
4. The newest report says of the students went to Europe.
5. But study in China increased by percent.
6. The report says that while more Americans are studying abroad, they are staying for
shorter periods of time. went for a full school year.
went for half a year. And went for a shorter
time.

Exercise Two

Listen twice and choose the best answer to each of the following questions.

1. What’s this news report focused on?
a. Middle schools.
b. Elementary schools.
c. High schools.

Unit 1



2. What’s the news report mainly about?
a. The improvement of schools.
b. The increase of schools.
c. The reduction of schools.

3. What happened in 1960?

a. The biggest middle school opened.
- b. The first middle school opened.

c. The last middle school opened.

4. How many middle schools is New York going to close?
a. Upto75.
b. Upto 75%.
c. None.

5. How many middle schools are there going to be in Philadelphia in 20087
a. 46.
b. 48.
c. 8.

Unit 1



Rags and Riches

1. Think and answer

1. Do you know anyone that migrated to other countries?

2. Do immigrants often send money back to their family in their home country? What effect
does this have on the economy of their home country?

3. Do people immigrate into the more developed countries or the still developing count.nes‘7
Do they often come back to work in their home countries? 5

4. Have you heard of General Motors? What does it produce?

5. What do businesses resort to if they are not doing well in sales?

. Make your prediction

Browse through all the information offered in this unit and predict the main idea of Text One and
Text Two by choosing from a, b, ¢ and d. You may choose more than one answer to indicate your
prediction.

Text One
a. International migration helps reduce poverty in developing countries.
b. International migration is strictly forbidden in developed countries.
c. International migration has a long history in developing countries. !
d. International migration contributes to brain drain in developing countries.

Text Two

General Motors harvests unprecedented gains in business.
b. General Motors declares bankruptcy due to heavy losses.

c. General Motors is about to open another branch in Japan.

d. General Motors is about to cut employees to increase its competitiveness.

f



Part

Text Qne 7

1. Words and expressions

G20
remittance /ri'mitons/ n. JC3k

poverty /'povati/ n. B%

foreign exchange #HiC .
brain drain AF #% .
Guatemala /gwezto'ma:lo/ B ii (G T &M B K)

Philippines /'filipinz/ E#E (Ré L HE)

Caribbean /keari'bizon/ /v #) bbif

/1. Listen to confirm or to adjust

Listen and find out if your expectations are the same as or different from what you hear. If different,
find the correct one or ones from Make your prediction.

.

Listen and fill in the following blanks.

Some findings in the news report:

1.

Families with migrant workers in other countries have than those
without migrants.

The migrants’ remittances reduce poverty and on education,
health and investment.

people are migrants living outside their native country.
About dollars will be paid in remittances

this year. In many countries, remittances supply more foreign exchange than anything
else.

The study also found that migrant workers are more likely to move to a rich nation

But international migration also means the problem of “ g

Unit 2



