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PREFACE

Professor Wang Yachen,my beloved late husband,was
a native of Huangshan,Anhui Province.He was born in
Hangzhou in 1894.

During his childhood,he received his family traditional
education while he showed much of his interest in
practicing. Two years later,he was admitted by Tokyo
Fine Arts School in Japan to study western painting.
Eight years later, he returned his homeland and was
invited by Shanghai College of Fine Arts to teach painting
meanwhile, he was appointed as chief editor of "Arts
Weekly" of "Current Newspaper". He wrote numerous
articles about his theoretical views on fine arts making him
to be known as "Fine Arts Educator”.

In 1922, | left Wuxi, my hometown, to attend Shanghai
Fine Arts College for pursuing my art studies. | married
Yachen in 1924. Two years after my graduation in
1926,we took the trip to Europe to visit France, England,
Germany and ltaly for the purpose of studying their arts.
When we were in France, Yachen took the opportunity
to reproduce more than thirty of the world's best
known paintings at the Louver Museum. In 1931, we

returned home with more than one hundred pieces of
these reproductions which we displayed to the public
in Shanghai. This exhibit received high praise. For the
purpose of demonstrating Yachen's contribution for the
world cultural exchange, | donated all these paintings to
Shanghai Fine Arts Museum and China Fine Arts Museum
ten years ago.

Being always concerned about the art education to our
own people, Yachen took over the management of Xin
Hua Arts College in 1931 assuming the positions of dean,
president and professor of the school concurrently, and
with the intention of elevating the artistic profession. In
1937, Japanese invaders started the war in Shanghai.
Because the school buildings were totally destroyed, we
had no choice but to move the school to a rented building
in the Settlement. We closed down the school again
because we refused to bend over to Japanese military
and their Chinese puppet regime for registration of the
school. From that day on, Yachen gave up all of his social
activities and concentrated on his Chinese paintings.

Yachen figured that this may be the time for him to study




the development of arts in U.S.A. and he would like to
introduce Chinese art to the public there too.

He took the trip in 1948, and we became separated
into two worlds for almost thirty years since then.
Yachen returned to his cherished homeland eventually
after the program of reformation started. He died in
1983 peacefully at home with us at age of 90. Having
succeeded in western painting, Yachen also acbieved
great success in traditional Chinese painting and
especially was fond of painting "Gold Fish", His "Gold
Fish" together with Qi Baishi's "Shrimp" and Xu Beihong's
"Horse" are so called "Three Exquisite Ones" in the
Chinese art world. During the period when he resided
in the United States, Yachen lectured at Yale University,
Harvard and Columbia besides teaching summer classes
introducing Chinese culture. He also exhibited his works
in many places from time to time. It is said that he may
have taught more than several thousand pupils in these
years.

In memory of his endeavors in promoting Chinese culture

and art education for the whole life, | had collected most
of his important works and published two books namely
"Wang Yachen's Essays of Arts" and "Wang Yachen's
Art Work". Today, | am publishing this new volume by
collecting as much as possible of his distinguished works
and placing them in sequence so that the readers may
be able to observe the changes in his style and history
of his paintings in his lifetime, At this moment, | would
like to express my gratitude to Shanghai Art Museum for
their collaboration of making it possible to display those
reproductions which Yachen imitated seventy years ago
in the European tour to the public again.

| am confident that this will not only compliment Yachen
for giving all of his efforts to art education but also to
serve the spiritual development of civilization today.

|, being an old lady of hundred years old, having lived
in almost three centuries, appreciate the opportunity to

present this foreward to the works exhibited here in.

Rong Junli
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