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Opening Speech on the International
Conference on Bronze Age Archaeology of the
Region of the Great Wall in North China

Zhang Zhongpei

Ladies, Gentlemen and Friends:

I warmly welcome you and thank you very much for your attending this conference, to
construct the frontier archaeology together and create its beautiful future.

Culture, subsistence and environment are the subject of archaeology, as well as subject
of Chinese archaeology. The subjects have special meaning for Chinese frontier archaeology
compared with other areas. ’

The ancient cultures of Chinese frontier are outpost for exchange with foreign cultures,
and ties- for linking up Inner China and foreign areas. Many cultures.with different origins

distributed in Chinese inner land and frontier areas at last formed the transportation roads in
| Tang Song and Yuan Ming for exchange between Chinese cultures and foreign cultures and
among Chinese cultures, among which the Silk Road is most famous all over the world. By
colliding, absorbing and mixing, as well as learn form each other’s strong points to offset
their weakness, the cultures developed their own traditions or new mixing cultures. Borrow-
ing, creating or weeding through the old to bring forth the new, are motive force for devel-
opment of cultures. Today, the Han people are just the mixing peoples by this kind of ex-
change and weed through the old to bring forth the new. Meanwhile the Chinese based on
Han people and other peoples is also an entity by this kind of cultural exchange, mixing and ‘
merging into new one. It is very important thing I am very concerned about that what we
can get lessons, experiences and enlightenments from studying cultural exchange by our fron-
tier archaeology. Maybe, I think, it is also the important things concerned about by friends
present. Anyhow, it should be an important task for frontier archeology.

Fishing and hunting cultures and nomadic cultures and civilizations are distinctive cul-
tures and civilizations in Chinese frontier area. Fishing and hunting cultures can at least date
back to 10 thousand years ago. In 1950s, we could still see the fishing and hunting people
such as Orogen (ZPHE ) people in Xing’an Mountain (34Z204) and Hezhe (#K# 1)
people in upper Songhua (FAZEYL) River. As for pastoral cultures and civilizations of this

area, can date back to 4000 years, among which some tribes fought in Central Plain,
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changed the course of Chinese history, and added color to Chinese history. Fishing and hunt-
ing cultures and civilizations are studied by archaeologlsts of the entire world, including Chl-
nese.

This study has got great achievements, but compared with study of agriculture culture
and civilizations, is much little, so it forms a weak point in archaeology. We should not ne-
glect the study of fishing and hunting people and pastoral people and put moré energy to
study them. We know that in ancient time, farmer, pastorals and people by both farming
and pastoral lived around the Great Wall. The people with different subsistence lived at same
time or different time replaced one another. The reasons of the substitution each other are
maybe the power of the culture, or changes of environment and ecology. These changes orig-
inate from culture or nature. Maybe the environment could not stand the subsistent here; the
land need rest or change subsistent and adjust economy. We should study the reason of this
change. ‘

The Research Center for China’s Frontier Archaeology of Jilin University study ancient
“human bones by physical anthropology, as well as above subjects. The physical anthropology
uses traditional method and advanced method such as DNA technology We should both
study the artifacts, but also ancient people themselves.

The study become more important today with globalization (whiéh means forming of
earth village and worsening of environment) . History is not only in yesterday, but also exists
today and will be useful tomorrow. We go from history, so we have to use it as reference to
future. We should choose the road to the future from the history, in which, I think, we
should play the important fole, and this is our task.

We hope to cooperate with Chinese colleagues and foreign colleagues to study further,
for the task is beyond the ability of this center.

Thank you.
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