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The Tang Dynasty was a
period in the prime of fuedal
society in China, It was a period
of prosperity in economy and
flourishing in culture and arts,
The Tang tri-coloured figurines

~was a beautiful flower blooming

in the artistic garden of the
Tang Dynasty,

Since liberation in 1949, a

larger number of Tang tri-

coloured figurines have been ids—

-

covered in tombs of bureaucrats
and aristocrats of the Tang
Dynasty in Xi'an, Xianyang,
Qianxian, Fuping and other
places, Yet there were few tri-
coloured figurines unearthed in
the tombs of the early Tang, and
most of figurines were found in
the tombs of the flourishing pe-
rioed of the Tang Dynasty,
Therefore, it can be deduced that
the Tang tri-coloured figurines
prevailed approximately in the
time from the . Tang emperors
Gaozong to Xuanzang,

The term “tri—coloured”

normally refers to yellow, green
and white, however, it may also
include the monocoloured or mul-
ticoloured figurines, All of these
colourful figurines manifest their
own artistic characteristics with
bright and motley colours glazed
on them, The Tang tri-coloured
figurine is the representative work
of pottery. art in the Tang

Dynasty,
On the other hand, the Tang




tri—coloured figurine's great ar—
tistic value lie in the fact that it
is an important component part
of sculptural art of the Tang
Dynasty, With sprightful and
refined means of artistic expres—
sion, the artists made various
figurines of people, animals and
articles for daily use, which are
lifelike and distinguished in style
and characteristics, For example,
there are impressive figurines of
the Heavely Guardian, with eyes
staring angrily at and stepping
on a devil, one feels that he
has the power to vanquish de-
mons and monsters, There are
also pottery warriors with hel-
mets and armour with a strong
and powerful apperance; pottery
civil ministers wearing long rotes
and wide beltsaround their waists,
looking gentle and obedient,
simply the embodiment of the
overcautious and docile officials
at a feudal court; pottery Hu men
from the Western Region, having
deep-set eyes and high-bridged

noses, wearing felt hats or chig-
nons on their heads, in Hu's
costumes and high boots, Some
of the Hu men are riding on camelg
and some leading steeds, Their
rough faces, well-developed
muscles, happy facial expressions
and chin-up and chest—out posture -
reflect the Hus' intrepid and
uninhibited characteristics and
the spirit of being able to bear
hardships and hard work., More
careful observation was made by

the artisans on horses and ca-

the important means of

mels
transport used by the Hu men on
their long journeys, the figu-
rines were, therefore,sculptured
in a lifelike manner, Some of
the tri-coloured horses raise their
heads neighing,some lower their
heads to look for grass, some
stand still, some were waiting
for orders from their masters and

some were impatient to gallop,

Some of the big, tall and well-
proportioned tri-coloured camels
carry ‘bundles of silk, wal-



king slowly on the desert, and
some, as“movable stages”, carry
bands and female singers on
their backs, Even the noblewo-
men and maids, confined in the
imperial court and palaces, were
slao sculptured in a clear and
“vivid manner, The hollow eyes
of the plump and carefree noble-
women with chignons on their
heads and wearing gorgeous

clothes reveal an air of arrogance,

Some pottery maids hold square
boxes in their hands and others
carry bundles of clothes, busily
 engaged in waiting upon their
masters' enjoyment, With simple
mind and realistic methods, the
artisans  sculptured different
kinds of figures of various social
status, through whom the arti-
sans reproduced some lively
scenes of the social life in the
- Tang Dynasty, The art of Tang

tri-coloured figurines may be

rated as a dazzling pearl in the
rich cultural treasury of our
Chinese nation,
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Standing Female Figurines
Unearthed from Zhongbao
village in the western su-
burbs of Xi'an,

Height, 44-45cm

Both of the pottery female

figurines wear buns on their °

heads and beautiful clothes,
and have long gauze scarves
in their hands, They have
plump faces and figures,
standing leisurely with nar-
rowed eyves. By the ele-
gant and implicit artistic
means, the sculptor ex-
pressed incisively and vi-
vidly the elegant, poised and
restrained manners of the
noblewomen in the Tang
Dynasty and their empty
mentality towards luxurious
life.
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Standing Female Figurines
Unearthed from An Yuan-
show's tomb in Liquan
County.

Height. 23 cm

The carriage and graceful
expression of the figure
engender a feeling of dig-
nity and tranquility. Her
beautiful and simple bright
blue long gown in a
Chinese style with a high
collar especially merits at-
tention., Blue glaze is ra-
rely seen in tri-coloured
obiects, Archaeologists
genreally consider that blue
glaze appeared later than
other glazes., But this tri-
coloured pottery figurine
was found among the, burial
objects of the year 682
A.D., and the glaze looks
still very bright, We can

infer from this instance.

that the technique of making
glazed pottery was almost
perfect. ¥
Blue glaze contains not noly
the constituents commonly
seen in the making of tri-
coloured figurines, but also
other two chemical compo-
sitions, cobaltic oxide and
antimonial oxide,In the his-
tory of pottery and por-
selain technology, this dis—
covery provides grounds
for studying the origin of
the glaze of the well-known
blue and white porcelain in
our country,
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The Figurine Leading a
Horse

Unearthed from Princess
Yongtai's tomb in Qianxian
County. ‘

Height, 10.8cm

This figurine was sculptu-
red small, exquisite and
lively. Leaving his lapels
of the Hu style green cos-
tume unbuttoned, his chest
and belly is exposed,
and a few sketchy lines
make his well-developed
muscles appear more strong,
How happy he is with a
smile of satisfaction on his
facey One can recongnize
from the dimples on his
childish cheeks that he is
a straightforward youth,
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Pottery Female Figurine on
a Horse

Unearthed from Li Zhen's
tomb in Liquan County.
Height: 35.2cm Length,
28.5cm

This figurine was made by

means of glazing and pain--

ting, so it is more colour-
ful. The female figurine
has a powdered face and
red lips, wearing a light
brown Hu's costume with
close-fitting sleeves and
a overcoat with a round
collar-and short sleeves.

On the edge of her light green
edgefolded hat, the pattern
flowers was painted of
brown. She appears refined
and noble, riding on a
horse in a calm and easy
manner, Probably, she was
one of the beauties on an
outing in spring depicted
by the famous Tang poet
Dufu, “On the third day of
the third month in Chang'-
.an,Under the clear sky,
by the riverside T see plen-
tiful beauties.Heavily made-
up vet gentle and sin-
cere, They look so well-
proportioned and shapely.”
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Pottery Horse and [ts Lea-
der :
Unearthed from Zhongbao
village in the western su-
burbs of Xi'an,
Height of the horse; 4lcm
Length, 46cm Height of the
pottery figdrine, 28.5cm
The horse leader wears on
his head a soft scarf and
two knots above both his
ears. He is clad in a nice-
ly-fitting Hu costume with
a down-turned collar and
a belt around his waist on
which he carries a brush,
a comb and other appliances
r cleaning his horse, It
seems that he is an unres-
trained and dexterous groom
who is well experienced in
making long journeys. The
light yellow steed beside
him, with its head bending,
is quietly and meekly wai-
ting to be mounted by its
master, It looks that they
are ready to set out on a
long journey.,
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Tri-coloured Horses
Unearthed from Princess
Yongtai's tomb in Qianxian
County.

Height of the horse with

its head holding up, 28.5cm
Length. 27cm

Height of the horse with
its head hanging down,
19.4cm T.ength, 25cm
Both of the horses without
headstalls and saddles seem
to be pasturing, The one
on the right looks very
strong and vigorous asa re-
sult of several deep reddish
brown stripes on its body.
Tt is neighing, maybe it is
looking for its master, or
it is calling its lost pals,
The other one probably has
a eood appetite, so its fur
is bright, Tt cares for no-
thing around it but the grass
which it is feeding on,
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Pottery Horse and a Horse-
leading Figurine .

Unearthed from Qi Biming's
tomb in Xianyang,

Height of the horse, 68cm
Length, 66cm Height

of the horse leader, 48cm
The horse- leading figurine
has a square face, broad
shoulders and a strong bo-
dy.He wears a sharp-top
felt hat and the Hu costume
in reddish brown, with
close-fitting sleeves and
down-turned lapels.He clen—
ches his fists tightly as
if he were afraid the reins
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would escape from his
hands, One can tell by\ one
glance that heis a dutiful
groom.
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Pottery Horse-leading Fi-
gurine

Unearthed from Prince
Zhanghuai's tomb in Qian-
xian County.

Height, 60cm

This figurine is of a big
and tall physique and his
appearance is i;nposing.The
hair on his head is parted
in the middle, with two
braids coiled up above his
ears. He raises his head
slightly and wears a smile
on his lips. His green coat
is of the Hu style, with
close-fitting sleeves and the
coat reaches only the knees.
His right arm is exposed
and the right sleeve is tucked
in the wide belt around his
waist. On his feet he wears
a pair of felt boots and he
is holding the reins tight
in his clenched fist. Ju-
dginz’ from his clothes, man-
ners and action, this young
man is a capable and da-
shing groom.
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Pottery Hunter on Horse-
back

Unearthed from Prince Yi-
de's tomb.

Height, 35cm

Length, 30cm

Hunting was in vogue among
the aristocrats of the Tang
Dynasty. To the north of
its capital Chang'an, there
was a vast imperial enclo-
sure, where rare birds and

~animals were kept solely

for hunting purpose, Hunting
was often vividly described
in Tang poems. This tri-
coloured pottery hunter on
horseback has delicate fea-
tures and appears calm and
at ease, Its maker, an un-
known artisan, through this
artistic form of sculpturing,
created the figure of an
aristocratic hunter on a
horse,
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Tri-coloured Pottery Camel
Unearthed from Zhongbao
village in the western su-
burbs of Xi'ani

Height, 48cm

Length, 4lcm

Camels, known as “boats
in the desert”, were impor-
tant means of transport on
“the Silk Road”, which main-
tained connection between
China and the Western Re-
gion in the Tang Dynasty.
This tri-coloured pojtery
camel is big and tall, and
bright in colour. Between
its two humps hang tiger-
head-shaped bags full of
silk, As the couplet goes;
“Friendship is woven by
silk and good news brought
by camels, ” Furthermore,
the pheasants and hares hung
beside the bags of silk ref-
lect the artist's profound
experiences in life and ca-
reful observation of it.With
this single pottery camel
before their eyes, people
are led into a vast world
of artistic imagination,

12

=RRLE

EARE A E A

H82JEK  KTOEX
Big=FL, E=YPERAIILR
HER, BHE /A, HEE
K, SWgEHEATBEBZENRK
. B TRBMA, PER
Jedk. XH=FHkLE, MER
BRT R AR IR % B R A B SRR



ﬁo

Tri-coloured Pottery Camel
Unearthed from Qi Biming's
tomb in Xianyang.

Height; 82cm

Length, 70cm

One-humped pottery camels
are uncommon objects. This
camel has a fairly small bo-
dy, but slender legs. Its
build is quite different from
that of two-humped. ca-
mels, The native haunts of

one-humped camels are the.

Aranbian countries, India
and north Africa, This tri-
- ¢coloured one-hump camel
mirrors the fact that eco-
nomic and cultural exchanges
between China and foreign
countries were frequent in
the Tang Dynasty.
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Tri-coloured Pottery Gal-
loping Horse

Unearthed in Xi’an,
Height, 38 cm

Length, 52 cm

The pottery figurine riding
on a horse wears a smile
and looks full of mettle,
The horse with trimmed
mane and its tail tied up is
galloping vigorously. The
Tang poet Cen Can wrote
in one of his poems; “In the

by tri-coloured

fifth month travellers are
few on the scorching moun-
tain path,I see my friend
off on his steed running
swiftly‘awayv as a flying
bird.”One wonders whether
this horseman is hurrying
off towards the frontier on
an urgent errand or back
from there after accompli-
shing an important mission,
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Tri-coloured Mountain and
Pond -

Unearthed from Zhongbao
village in the western sub-
urbs of Xi’an.

Height, 18 cm Width of the
pond, 16 cm

The tri-coloured mountain
was a rockery unearthed
from a courtyard surrounded
pottery
houses in a tomb of the Tang
Dynasty.The artist had suc-
ceeded in concentrating the
beautiful scenery of nature

on this set of tri-coloured

handicraft articles. Both
the skills of sculpturing and
these of glazing combine to
achieve ideal beauty. The
emerald green glaze on
the tall and steep mountain
engenders a feelng of the

mountain being verdant and
flourishing, The clouds
floating half way around
the mountain,the two birds
singing on top of the moun-
tain, another bird drinkiag
water beside a . murmuring
spring in the valley, all
this adds a realistic touch
to the scenery, and lures
one to imagine that the
stream down the valley is
flowing sluggishly,
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Pottery Pot in the Shape of
a Phoenix’s Head
Unearthed in Xi’an,
Height, 31 cm

Bore: 4.2 cm

Phoenix was a legendary
bird of good luck in ancicnt
China.According to Chinese
historical records, when a
phoenix appeared, it meant
peace and tranquility all
over the country, Though
this pottery pot has only the
image of its head, people feel
as if this colourful bird is
singing and dancing by it-
self, and a graceful bird
will present itself in their
mind’s eye, There is a tall
comb on its head and in its



- mouth there is a pearl with

a hole, which is used as

the spout of the pot. This

is a wonderful combination -

of decorational effect and
an application of hydromec-
‘hanics, The handle is in
the shape of Ruyi (a
symbole of good luck in
ancient China), The design
of this tri-coloured pot
manifests that it was meant
to be a symbole of aus-
piciousness and good luck.,
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Tri-coloured Pottery Plate

Unearthed f[rom Princess
Yongtai’s tomb in Qianxian
County.

Height, 2.5¢m

Diameter; 14.7 ¢m

Both the inside and outside
of the plate is glazed green,
Its colour is bright and lus-
trous, A decorative pattern
in yellow and white is seen
on the inside of the plate,
It looks like a flower
blooming off in verdant
leaves, which gives it an
appearance of luxuriance
and elegance.
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Tri-coloured Pottery Pago-
da-shaped Pot

Unearthed from Zhongbao
village in the western sub-
urbs of Xi‘an,

Height, 63 cm

The shape of this tri-co-
loured pottery pot is uni-
que, showing originality and
fine artistry. It is divided
from top to Dbottom into
three parts; a  cover, a
body and a basc, The cover
is in the shape of the pin-
nacle of a pagoda.On top
of the oval body a circle
of petai-shaped design is
decorated, The flat base,

on which three tiers of
relief petals of lotus have
been sculptured, looks like
a bell, The pot has a varijed
appearance,and engenders a
feeling of safety and stea-
diness.Besides, the pattern
on it,with the colours of
vellow, green, brown  and
white makes it more varie-
gated and brilliant, Tt is
indeed a rarec art treasure,
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Pottery Horse-leading Fig-
urine

Unearthed from Li Zhen’s
tomb in Liquan County.
Height,51.5 cm

This pottery figurine has a
prominent forehead and cheek-
bones, deep-set eyes and a
high-bridged nose.He wears
a Hu's costume with a
down-turned collar and the
sleeves rolled up.He holds
the reins tight with both
his hands, His manner is
unrestrained and  shows
robustness.He is most likely
the image of a young Hu
man described in poems by
the well-known romantic
Tang poet Li Bai.
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Pottery Horse-leading Figu-
rine

Unearthed from Prince
Yide’s tomb in Qianxian
County.

" Height;59 cm

This figurine had been bro-
ken into small pieces' by
grave-plundérers before it
was uncarthed, However,



artisans’ industrious ef-
forts have restored its ori-
ginal vividness. This tri-
coloured figurine wears a
Hu's green costume with
close-fitting slerves and a
down-turned brown collar,
His clothes are harmonious
with his age,and he appears
very vigorous. He is
“smiling, his teeth white
and dimples shown in his
cheeks.All these show his
-youthful spirit.Now he is
looking into the distance,
Is he lost in reverie, or is
he recalling his past jour-

ney in the boundless
desert?
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Pottery Instrument-playing
Figurines on Horses
Unearthed from Li Zhen's
tomb in Liquan County,
Height of the one on the
ight; 34 cm Length; 28 cm
Height of the one in the
middle; 32 cm Length,
30 cm
Height of the one on the
left; 33 cm Length, 31.5
cm
~ All the three of them are
sitting on reddish brown

steeds, wearing hoods and
cloth-made helmets on their
heads.They wear Hu costume
with loose sleeves and
close-fitting trousers, Jud-
ged by their postures, they
must be playing some mu-
sical instruments with their
hands, The one on the
right has drumsticks in his
hands, is bending slightly
foreward ready to beat a
drum in front of him on the
back of his horse., It seems

“as if the flapping of his

sleeves will bring drum-
beats to us.
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A Hu Man Leading a
Horse _
Excavated from Prince

Zhanghuai's tomb in Qian- .

xian County

Height of the man: 60 cm
Height of the horse: 74 cm
Length of the horse: 81
cm

The man is in an exotic
costume; with aturbanover
his head, a down-turned
collar, the right front of
his robe fastened over the

left front and short-sleeves,
His shirt sleeves are

close-fitting, and he has a

belt round his waist and a
pair of high felt boots on
his feet. His curly hair has
turned gray, an implication
of the artist that this Hu
mah had trudged year after
year in the vast ocean of
desert and had suffered
much hardship inlife. The
horse, tall and fat, seems
to be deeply attached to its
master. Its head bending
slightly down and its ears
standing up, this docile

animal is waiting for

orders from its master,
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A Hu Man Leading a Horse
Unearthed from Li Zhen's
tomb in Liquan County
Height of the man; 51.5cm
Height of the .horse: 66 cm
Length of the horse: 68 cm
The horse is tall, stout and
well propotioned, Its head
is small, its croup round,
and its ears look like two
pieces of bamboo shoots,
The forelegs are stretched



and the hoofs digging into
the earth under him, which
suggests its inexaustible
strength, :

The man leading the horse
is big, tall and strong. He
wears a short-sleeved and
knee-covering robe, a typi-

cal costume of the Hu

people, His wide-opening
eyes and tightly closed thick
lips show his determination,
confidence and straightfor-
ward,
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A Hunting Man on Horse-
back )
Excavated from
“Yongtai's tomb in Qianxian
County '
Height; 32 cm
28 cm

The hunter is wearing a tur-
ban and a green robe with
round collar and close-fit-
ting sleeves, He is sitting
straight on his horse, his

Princess

L.ength;

arms streching forward
holding the reins in both
hands and his eyse staring
into the distance, The dark
brown horse is plump and

sturdy. Both the rider and

"each other, the

the animal appear to be in
cooperation  with
horse

perfect

vigilantly observing leftward
with its ears pricking up.
In addition, a hunting dog,
sitting on the horse beside
its master, keeps watching
rightward, Apparently, there
will be no escape for any
game,
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A Horseman

Excavated in the western
suburbs of Xi'an .
Height; 32,5 cm

Length; 26 cm

The horseman is square
faced, with heavy eyebrows
and a very brisk beard,
He is wearing a turban. a
close-fitting sleeved green
robe and a waistband. Sit-
ting up straight on his horse
with a determined look,
he is a sight to impress
all beholders.
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A Band of Musicians on
Camelback

Excavated at Zhongbao vil-
lage in the western suburbs
of Xi'an

Total height:; 58 cm
Length: 43 cm

With its originality in de-
sign and lively form in ex-
pression, this article is
regarded as an extremely
precious work of art, The
seven musicians with dif-
ferent looks and gestures
are engaged in presenting a
tune with their flute, shegg,
gin, =zigo, konghou and so
on to accompany a dance.
The musicians themselves
are lost in the piece of
music they are playing.
Standing amid the musicians
is a graceful young lady in
a long-sleeved silk costume,
singing and dancing. They
make up a unique touring

troupe.
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