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College of Agriculture and Life Sciences
i Department of Applied Ec: ics and Manag; t

Cornell University —William Lesser

Professor and Chair

154 Warren Hall, Ithaca, New York 14853-7801

t. 607.255.4576

f. 607.254.6207

e. aemdirector@cornell.edu

May 28, 2008

College of Economics and Management
Northeast Agricultural University
Harbin City, Heilongjiang, China

Dear College of Economics and Management

I am writing this letter at the invitation of Dr. Guo Xiangyu, a visiting scholar at Cornell
University to help celebrate the 60t anniversary of the establishment of Northeast Agricultural
University. I commend the College for your contribution towards advancing the academic
disciplines critical to the success of rural communities and the agricultural industry of
Heilongjiang Province and the whole of China.

As we have learned in our Department of Applied Economics and Management in the College
of Agriculture and Life Science at Cornell University, teaching, research and outreach functions
of a University can create great benefits to students, businesses, communities, and society as a
whole. Generating cutting edge research and knowledge applied to solving contemporary
issues can play a critical role in advancing the goals of society.

During times of significant social and economic change, evidence based research and learning
becomes all the more important for making the best choices to remain competitive and
prosperous in today’s global economy. Your College can play an effective role in assuring that
profitable economic strategies and sustainable environmental practices are adopted by students
and practitioners.

I applaud your Colleges interest in learning more about how other Colleges and Universities in
distant parts of the globe work towards addressing common issues in today’s world. I
encourage the College to increase its efforts in reaching out to farmers and rural communities
during these times of economic re-adjustment. Your College can be an important catalyst for
increasing agricultural productivity and improving the economic vitality of rural areas. Good
luck in continuing to build even more successful curricula and research efforts over the next 60
years...

Congratulations,

e

William H. Lesser
Professor and Chair

Cornell University is an equal opportunity affirmative action educator and employer.

XERERKFENARFEEERZ T Wiliam H. Lesser #3%
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May, 2008

Northeast Agricultural University
Heilongjiang Province

59 Mucai Street

* Harbin 150030, P.R. China

To the Faculty, Administraion, and Students:

Please accept my congmttﬂaﬂons on your 60™ anniversary. For more than two
generations your University has prepared students to become leaders in China, to live
productive and progressive lives, and to solve the problems that face everyone on our :
constantly shrinking planet. There exists no more noble and honorable mission than

' addmg to our collective knowledge and 1mpartmg that kmwledge to othes:s

Agnculmre and all of its assocmted disciplines will always remain at the heart of any
civilization. In all disciplines of crop and animal production, food science, marketing,
finance, economics, environmental stewardship, rural devalopment, and national and
 international relations, those of you who study and teach agriculture wnti continue to

- makea profound difference in the world.

1 send my sincere good wishes and highest hopes for a successﬁll anddynmc future for
Northeast Agricultural University.

With very best regem_l’s;
ome R, Bowws
ames R. Baarda, J.D., Ph.D.

cc: Professor Xiangyu Guo
Dean, College of Economics and Management

E(ERIVELRNERE James R. Baarda i+



