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Preface

Fujian Province lies in China’ s southeastern coastal area. During its long history, from the
cultural ferment of the culture from the Central Plains and native Minyue culture evolves rich
and colorful intangible cultural heritage in Fujian. The various forms of the intangible cultural
heritage reflect both the essence of the Central Plains’ culture and the broadness and
profoundness of the oceanic culture. The varied and unique local operas and the melodious
Nanyin music carry on the ceaseless creations of Fujian people from generation to generation;
the legend of Mazu and the amazing Shoushan stone carving demonstrate the inexhaustible
wisdom of Fujian people.

Ever since the late 1980s, the administrative departments of culture in Fujian Province have
started to organize the compilation of 14 annals of literature and art in Fujian Province, which
amount to 16,000,000 words and provide sound and accurate theoretical basis for the
protection of intangible cultural heritage in the whole province in the new century. In January
2005, the Standing Committee of Fujian Provincial People’ s Congress examined and adopted
Regulations for Protecting the National and Folk Culture in Fujian Province, which makes
Fujian the third Province after Yunnan and Guizhou in China that has made laws to protect
culture. On 9 June 2007, National Experimental Zone of Minnan Cultural Ecology
Protection was established, which is the first national experimental zone of cultural ecology
protection established by the State. The protection of the intangible cultural heritage has
entered the stage of overall protection in Fujian Province.

Among the first group of national intangible cultural heritages published by the State
Council of the People’s Republic of China, 36 items are in Fujian which rank the third place in
China. Another more than40 items of intangible cultural heritage in Fujian are among the
second group of national intangible cultural heritages published not long ago by the Ministry
of Culture. At present, Fujian Provincial People’ s Government has published two groups of
provincial intangible cultural heritages which amount to 200 items altogether, demonstrate the
richness, colorfulness and uniqueness of the intangible cultural heritage in Fujian, reflect the
achievements in the protection of the heritage in Fujian and embody the values, thinking,
imagination, vitality and creativity typical of our people in Fujian Province.

To further enhance the understanding of intangible cultural heritage by the whole society, to
fully demonstrate the great successes in the protection of intangible cultural heritage in Fujian,
to promote the cultural construction in the western coastal area of Taiwan Straits, the
Provincial Department of Culture has organized more than 20 specialists and scholars to

compile the Directory of Intangible Cultural Heritage in Fujian, which lasts about one year.



With 200,000 words, more than 600 photos and in both Chinese and English, the
Directory introduces objectively and systematically 200 protected items of intangible
cultural heritage in Fujian, their localities, historical origins, forms of expression, cultural
values and present situations. It is the first bilingual edition of intangible cultural heritage
directory in China and the first reference book which introduces fully and systematically
the intangible cultural heritage in Fujian Province and is both instructive and of academic
value.

I would like to take this opportunity to express here our heartfelt gratitude to the

specialists and scholars who have made painstaking efforts in compiling the Directory.

Song Minwang
Director of Fujian Provincial Department of Culture
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Objectives of the Protection of Chinese Intangible
Cultural Heritage

Through the joint efforts of the whole society, a complete intangible cultural
heritage protection system with Chinese characteristics is to be built. The precious but
in imminent danger intangible cultural heritage of historical, cultural and scientific
values and significances is to be effectively protected, inherited, developed and

promoted.
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Guidelines for the Protection of Chinese Intangible
Cultural Heritage

Protection, Retrieval, Reasonable Utilization, Transmission and Development
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Principles of the Protection of Chinese Intangible
Cultural Heritage

Leadership of government, involvement and joint efforts of the whole society,
clear-cut duty and responsibility;
Long-term planning, respectively implementing, individual and general protection,

efficiency and practical work.
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