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PRE-READING ACTIVITIES

Discuss the following questions :
1. How often do you talk with your parents?
2. What do you usually talk about?

3. Do you have any problems in communicating with your parents?
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Text
The Father and the Son

1 I listened to them while I ate my breakfast, a young boy and a man, apparently
father and son, on the other side of the wall in the smoking section of the restaurant.
The boy’s voice seemed small and quiet, in that awkward range between childhood
and puberty. The man’s voice grew very loud in contrast.

2 The man had done nothing during all that time but looked down upon him for
wanting to lift weights, for wanting to read his father's newspaper, for every thing he
did and said. “Jerk,” I thought, then was overwhelmed by a wash of pity for the
boy, always seeking and never winning his father’s approval. Couldn’t this man see
what he was doing to his son?

3 “I think I can do it,” the boy mumbled in that dull, low tone. I could see him,
looking down at the table, maybe blushing. His father laughed, cruelly it seemed to
me. It was a laugh that told me that he had no confidence in his son’s abilities as
clearly as any words could have.

4 “You aren’t smart enough,” he told the boy, and there was another peal of
mocking laughter.

5 I wondered then what kind of life that boy would have. He must already have
suffered enough disapproval for a lifetime. With so consistent a message that he was a
failure, how could he ever be expected to succeed?

6 On an afternoon with nothing but sports on television, my mom and I had
watched a documentary on one of the first students who had shot up at a high school,
killing his parents beforehand. The documentary pointed out that he had consistently
failed at everything he’s tried, but despite his shortcomings his parents had always
been supportive. He’s simply snapped when he lost his girlfriend, broken under the
weight of his failures. In his own words, “I was tired of letting everyone down. ”

7 If that kid, from a loving family, could go crazy, what should we expect from
boys like the one in the next room, constantly looked down upon by his father?

8 The boy said something else in a low voice. I couldn’t hear the words, but his
father began that cruel laughter again, saying, “You'll never make it. ”

9 It made me angry, and I felt a fresh wave of some other emotion I couldn’t easily
identify. I wanted to confront the father, to tell him to give his son a chance, that the
boy couldn’t help but fail when all he heard was that he already had. I wanted to tell

him to give his son some hope, to give him some possibility of pleasing his father.



10 But in our society, people dont do that. We mind our own business unless it
gets bloody. Nobody says anything until a tragedy happens. Then we all crowd in
front of the camera to tell the world we'd seen it coming.

11 By the time I'd finished my breakfast, I was so depressed that 1 wanted to cry.
As youngsters, we recognize when our parents have treated us unfairly, we vow never
to make the same mistakes with our children. Yet every one of us, when grown with
children of our own can at one time or another identifies our parents’ voices coming
out of our mouths. We become what we know.

12 This boy was doomed to relate to his children in the same way his father was
relating to him. I left money on the table for the bill and the tip, gathered my things
and moved to leave through the main restaurant. 1 could have probably left through
the side door, which was much closer. But it was important to me to see this boy,
this father. When I reached the doorway, I pretended to put my jacket on and zip it
up, taking the time to look around the room for the pair I sought. Then I heard the
laugh again.

13 He was an older man, fat and bald, dressed in a mechanic’s uniform. The boy
must have been thirteen or so, tall for his age and very thin, wearing glasses and
slumped in his seat.

14  To my surprise, the father had his arm around his son’s shoulder, and in
contradiction to the harshness of his laugh, he smiled at the boy. His son smiled up
at him unconfidently. The love between them was obvious.

15 My depression lifted, and I smiled at them when they looked up at me. This boy
would be fine, and when he has a son of his own, they would joke with each other
some Saturday morning, having breakfast before he had to go to work, in exactly this

same way. It would be a good morning for both of them.
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POST-READING ACTIVITIES & %

Activity 1: Read the text quickly and decide whether the following statements
are true (T') or false (F).

( ) 1. The writer had breakfast with a father and his son.

( ) 2. The writer thought it was stupid of the father to blame his son.

( ) 3. The father laughed at his son because he had no confidence in his son.

( ) 4. The student in the documentary killed his parents because they were not
supportive of him.

( ) 5. To the writer, kids from unloving families easily commit crimes.



( ) 6. The writer was angry with the father and had an argument with him.
( ) 7. The writer believed that the boy would blame his children the way his father

did to him.
( ) 8. The writer left through the side way because it was much closer.
( ) 9. The writer saw another father blaming his son before he left.
( ) 10. The writer was in a bad mood when he left the restaurant.

Activity 2: Read the text carefully and answer the following questions.
Where did the writer hear the conversation between the father and the son?
What did the man do to his son during all that time?

What did the man’s laugh mean to the writer?

Why did the writer believe that the boy could not expect to succeed?

Why did the student in the documentary kill his parents?

What did the writer want to tell the father? Did he actually do that?

What did the writer mean by saying “We become what we know” ?

What would the boy do to his children when he grew up?

© PN Y AW~

What did the father’s second laughter mean to the writer?

10. What did the writer feel when he left the restaurant?

Activity 3: Practise using the rules of word formation.
1. Examine how the words “Chinese” and “length” are formed. Find out the meanings
of the suffixes “-ese” and *-th” with the help of a dictionary.
2. Turn the following words into adjectives or nouns that end with the suffixes “-ese” or

“-th”. Add more words to the list.

Congo broad
Guyana deep
Japan foul
Lebanon strong
Malta true
Nepal young
Portugal warm
Vietnam wide

]



Activity 4: Fill in the blanks with words or phrases chosen from the box

below. Change the form where necessary.

1. Even a small baby can his mother by her voice.

2. Many things like males and females or honesty and dishonesty end up being

© @ N W

13.
14.

15.
16.
17.
18.

19.
20.

with one another.

Tiredness, lack of appelite and sleeping problems are all symptoms of

It’s an issue we have to __at some point, no matter how unpleasant it is.
The is quite small that white girls marry blacks.

It’s a(n) corner to drive round, so take it slowly.

A person normally doesn’t understand jokes, not to mention makes one.
The project has now received from the government.

Doubts about the government’s policies are being expressed even by people who have

heen of the government in the past.

. Doctors are trained to the symptoms of different diseases.
. Legal advice should be before you take any further action.

. Very often, girls in business are deprived of their chances to be

promoted.

It is not his poverty but his dishonesty that makes him

Men in prove attractive since it may make those who are so dressed look
smart and energetic.

Men often find it hard to express their

Contestants spent a(n) in a minute waiting for their scores.

A good rifle lies a great deal on its shooting

repeated assurances that the product is safe, many people have stopped

buying it.
Does the restaurant have a non-smoking ?
She’s a girl of caprice, namely, she’s changing her mind.

¥



Activity 5. Study the meanings of the phrases listed below and then complete

X NN AN N R WD~

each of the following sentences with an appropriate phrase in its
proper form.

every possibility to ensure your success.

This is a serious matter, so | need more time to it
How do you this film?

She has the habit of

He is a man ~a sissy boy.

it before you make the decision.

Ialways _ you as my best friend.
thingg _ is a good habit.
| an old friend whom [ haven’t met for many years.
The candle happened to have when there was no electricity the other day.
The background music _ his whole speech.
It rained hard. Water “the bank.
Prisoners who become outcasts.
The car didn’t have time to stop so that it a cat.
The number of his fans has __ since his scandal was exposed.
I my money when | came back home from abroad.

Activity 6. Complete the following sentences with the appropriate forms of the

words in the brackets.

(give) time, he would win by perseverance( £ # ).



