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Prelude
By Qu Limin, Head of Yao Hua Middle School

It was not until I had read through the draft of this book that I really un-
derstood the meaning of the name——Zheng Lu. Usually a name bears wishes
and aspirations of those who love him/her. However, not every one may live
up to relatives’ expectations. Zheng Lu, an eighteen—year—old girl, left a se-
ries of footprints on her way of growth from naive to mature, from barren to
profound, and from easy—going to self-accomplishment. She has been follow-
ing the “right path”, whose Chinese pronunciation coincides with her name’s.

It was upon beginning of the new semester that I learned there was a
pretty girl named Zheng Lu. Three years later she was recommended to a se-
lection examination for a free education program in Singapore. I was sure
that she was a good girl because and just because she was recommended. As
the chief examiner, I had seen Zheng Lu’s elegance, decentness and excel-
lent communication. And she survived rounds of fierce competition.

She was only 15 or 16 years old when she left her parents and their cozy
home for a country overseas to seek more nourishment for her soul and wis-
dom. In Winter of 2005, Zheng, Head of Singapore Temasek Junior College
came to Tianjin and talked about Chinese students in Singapore. I heard from
her that Zheng Lu was the best one. In 2006 I visited Temasek Junior Col-
lege with officials of Tianjin Educational Commission. And for the first time I
felt so honored in a foreign country when teachers there appraised Zheng Lu.
In 2007 Zheng Lu became the only Chinese member of the Students’ Union,
which shows her outstanding performance at Temasek Junior College. In
2008 she became a role model of good academic achievements and the pridé
of Chinese students. She got 2240 scores in SAT (Scholastic Assessment
Tesst) and completed her 3-year study in Singapore with perfection.

1 was shocked by her draft. How can she finish an almost 100,000 -
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character book while handling her academic tasks and her personal affairs
well. She succeeded . I found out my worry was unnecessary after finishing
reading her draft in one stroke. She depicted a real picture of her life over-
seas from a unique-and objective perspective. Her language has been simple
but expressive, humorous and wise, thus describing vividly the experiences
of a little girl. Her simple explanations on problems. confronting those going
overseas for education are concise, but not superficial. She cherishes her life
abroad that has been lonely but:awarding, and takes it as wealth accumulat-
ed from experiences and a platform of self-training.

Zheng Lu has manifested the mentality of laying a foundation for a suc-
cessful life with her performance. I am so assured of her optimism for life
and so admire her perseverance. What pleased me more is that she demon-
strated great diligence, persisience, enthusiasm and modesty in the four
years when there was nobedy to supervise or take care of her. She has grown
into an outstanding and unique person,

I got enlightened by this book though I have been working in educa-
tional sector for decades. I deeply feel that high quality and diversified stu-
dents meet the demand of time. Education is a big topic. It needs the coop-
eration of school; society and family. The success of Zheng Lu bears the love
of her parents as well as scientific guidance and great vision. It has been a
long-time burden confronting those in the educational sector to tap students’
potential, stimulate their motives, train them to have self-determination and
ignite their dynamism. I believe. the joint efforts of educators will force out a
perfect education system with Chinese characteristics.

I 'am confident that Zheng Lu may carry on the spirit of Yao Hua and
demonstrate even more diligence. May she accomplish her. education in the
near future and come back with more awards! May she make contributions
to the motherland and make herself pride of the country!
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