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Abstract

Abstract

Inequality of high educational opportunities between the rural dis-
tricts and the urban districts is a serious problem in Chinese education
issues. However, there has never been any systematic or specialized
research about the subject. Most of the previous studies scattered in
discussion on holistic education equity. Moreover, the worst is the
monotony of research perspective. They usually contend with policy a-
nalysis but ignore the social structural exploration. They are, in other
words , short of entry of sociology perspective or theory.

Referring to some preceding theoretic or empirical research on
educational inequality in sociology and making using of the data and
materials from survey or literature, the dissertation analyses the actu-
ality and trend of the disparity of higher educational opportunity be-
tween the rural and the urban since Reform, especially since the Great
Expansion of high education from 1999, based on which the last part
of the dissertation gives some advice on ameliorating the problem.

According to the study, the distribution of higher-education op-
portunities has a trend toward imbalance between the rural and urban
since the Reform. The disparity between them has shrunk in a certain
extent as a whole since the Great Expansion of higher education from
1999, but parts of which are still conspicuous. For example, most of
majors accessing to market, such as English, law, arts, ecomo-
mics, managing, etc which the student from the rural has taken are

in minority, especially in state — Pivot colleges, finance and econom-
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ics colleges, independent Colleges ( the third — class undergradu-
ate). The proportion between the rural and the urban is unbalanced,
and the disparity is particularly serious. In addition, although gender
disparity is never distinct as a whole, opportunities for rural women
have no great improvement as urban women. Sex imbalance in Rural
students is still distinct.

Research in further steps reveals that the cause leading to the
problem exist in two aspects. One of them is the familial environment
difference between the rural and the urban, which is in social struc-
ture. The other is the impartial education policy, which is institution-
al. The gap of familiar environment has three kinds of forms: the
difference of economics capital, the difference of cultural capital and
the difference of social capital. They cause the disparity of higher edu-
cational opportunity in two ways. One is to produce the disparity of
matriculation’s score through step-up effect of superiority, which re-
sults in their disparity of chance of admission in the end. The other is
to intervene with the entrance chance including higher education in di-
rect way, for example, utilizing their social relations. Institutionally,
factors such as the unbalanced collocation of basic educational re-
source, setting pivot middle school, admission quota by region and
charging regulation for higher education, all affect the higher educa-
tional equality between the rural and the urban. Moreover, the effect
is not isolated, but combines with familiar capital factors. Of the insti-
tutional factors, the unbalanced collocation of basic educational re-
source is particularly.

Based on the empirical survey, the study forms several native-
color findings. The first, influenced by the distorted examination-ori-

ented education system, familiar cultural capital can be more helpful
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for children’s educational achievement if it integrates with the exami-
nation-oriented education. The second, of the extra-familiar social
capital, the economic-resource kind of social capital forming in com-
municated with rich class, has the greatest influence on the improve-
ment of disparity, which means economic help would be the most im-
portant for the peasants. At last, according to statistical analysis,
large number of out-worker peasants and the disparity of pre-school
between the rural and urban, also have the effects on the educational
disparity between them.

The epilogue (i e., the concluding part of the dissertation )
shows some my suggestions on how to improve the problem. Firstly,
the government should realize a turning of policy ideology : from city-
centre to country-compensation. Secondly, educational reform should
carry out along with social reform so as to compensate the shortage in
rural family and to ameliorate the educational environment in rural ar-
ea. At last, considering the eternal existence of the educational differ-
ence as well as the social difference between the rural and the urban,
we must envisage the limit of the policy reform. But we shall believe
that the disparity will be shrunken at the most in future if we make

great efforts in persistency.
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