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UNIT ONE

Part One: Notes on the Text

1. Additional Information

Style

This article is part of an autobiography, and it is written in a
very chatty, colloquial style, which makes the reader feel closer to
the writer, Some of the words and phrases the writer uses are slang
terms, or not grammatically correct English.
Particular examples are;

“bought me” — I bought myself ...

“don’t have no money ” — I'don’t have any money

“Why in hell”—a mild form of swearing to show exasperation

“s0 bad” — so badly

. Detailed Study of the Text
1Y(@L.1 )wino
A person who is addicted to alcohol, They usually have little
money and often have no homes, They are called winos because
they often drink cheap wine,
2)(L.2 ) hustling
i. Pushing or shoving
ii. Trying to find work in order to make some money (col-
loquial ). Meaning ii, is used in this text.
3) (.3 )googols (Am,E)
The figure 1 followed by 100 zeros,i.e. a very greatamount, This
term is not used very often nowadays.
4) (L.4 )cheeseburger ‘
A hamburger with cheese on top of the meat,

bread

cheese
meat

bread
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5) (.8 Ywenty six cents worth
The cost of the food came to twenty six cents,
Examples:
a)1 would like two yuan's worth of appies, please.
b ) There’s £5 worth of vegetables in that bag,
6)(LL.9 and 11 )/ike
“Like” here means “as if”,
In formal usage, Like is acceptable as preposition and properly
used in phrases Like this and the following: “He looks like my
father.” It is improperly used when followed by a clause,
Misused: It looks like my father enjoys your company,
Revised; It looks as if my father enjoys your company.
‘Misused: I behaved like I was told to.
Revised: I behaved as I was told to. -
But in informal speech, “like” is acceptable as a conjuction replac-
ing “as” or “as if” at the beginning of a clause. (Avoid thisinformal
“like” in your writing. } '
7) (L. 10 )check
The bill, the total cost of a meal,
8)Y(ML.!13 ) Don’t have no money
i.e. I don’t have any money. This is a very common mistake in
English. In the correct sense the double negative don’t+no Y makes
a positive meaning. In other words, the wino is unintentionally
saying 1 do have some money. Generally, the negative meaning of
the above phrase is understood when used. See additional notes.
9)Y (L. 14 Ywhy in hell
A mild form of swearing. See additional notes.
10) (L. 18 )pop bottle
Pop is a tizzy sweet drink, like “qishui” or coca-cola, It can beany
flavour.
11) (L.30 Ysonny
An aflectionate term usually used by somebody older towards
somebody younger than themselves,
12y (L., 32 ) Fwas pretty sick,
t was fed up or upset. The writer felt very ashamed of himself,
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- Examples:
a) The team felt pretty sick about losing the football game,

b ) John had to tell the teacher that his fiiend was truanting from
school, but afterwards he felt pretty sick about it.

Part Two: Key to Exercises

Prep Work

1. Vocabulary
3. Work out the meanings of the words listed below aocordmg to
a ) the context;
b ) your own knowledge,
1) Pushing and shoving all day in order to earn money.
2) A lot of something,
3 ) The bill, the total cost of a meal.
4)Food. (It is in fact a mixture of beans and meat which is hot

and spicy, ).

L. Read the text again and decide whether these statements are true (T')
orfalse (F).
1.F 2. T 3.F 4T
5.F 6.F. 7.F 8. F

IV. Words like cents, wino, bustling and googols suggest that the story
took place in America,

Exercises

1. Language and Comprehension
1. Answer the following questions:
1 )In the evenmgg The author says “I'd been out hustling ali
day ..
2)They don 't do anybody any harm. They ruin their own body
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by drinking too much, but they don 't interfere with other peo-
ple.

3) Maybe because he knew it would be a waste of time pre-
tending, as the'end result-would be the same,

(This question is open to discussion. )

4 ) Because the author had done nothing to help him whilst he
was being assaulted., '

5) By giving the restaurant owner the satisfaction of assaulting
him, -

. 6) He felt guilty that he had not helped the wino in time,

7 )} Because he had made no effort to help the wino whilst he was
being assautted,

8 ) (This will be open to discussion. ) “Broke” means to have no
money at all (the students should realize this after reading the
story ), The title implies that the wino was not poor, butin
fact he had no money at all, in which case there was nothing
to worry about — he didn’t have to count every cent because
he didn’t have any cents, so he took a very fatalistic view of
life and just accepted things as they happened.

2. Summary skills ‘

1) Now look at this list of general charateristics. Each of the
characters went through a range of emotions during this in-
cident, Write down beside each character the emotions or
feelings you think they went through. Add any more of your
own, then compare your answers with your partner. There
will be a lot of variation on this, but here are some possibie
answers:

Mr, Williams: angry, upset ...
The author: satisfied, sad, worried, guilty ...
The wino: satisfied, angry, calm ,forgiving ...
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Wino Author Mr, Williams

1) Came in and ordered Eating Serving

a meal
2) Eating Asked the wino to pay
3)Said he couldnt pay
4) Yelled at the wino
5) Assaulted the wino
6) Offered to pay
7 ) Refused the offer
8 ) Spoke kindly to the Guilty

writer

3. Leamn to use the following words and expressions from the text:

Cost n. &v. ‘
1) Fill in the blanks with the phrases listed below:
a ) They 've reduced the cost of the car production by 10%,
b) The soldier saved the little boy from drowning at the cost of
his own life,
¢ ) As the cost o living goes up, the standard of living goes down.
d ) We must stop drug smuggling at all costs.
2) Choose the right words in brackets to fill in the blanks:
a) It’ll cost (cost, spend ) you a fortune to send a person to univer-
sity abroad, »
b) He made his way carefully along the edge, well aware that
one false step would cost (cost, pay ) him his life,
¢ ) How much did (s, did ) that jacket cost (cost, costing ) you?
d ) How much did you spend (cost, spend ) on food each month?
e ) How much did he pay (pay, cost ) you for the second-hand
typewriter?
f) Translating that book cost (cost, costly } me several months
3) Fill in the hlanks with the words listed helow and trv to work
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out the difference between each word.

a ) What's the price of a new bike?

b) The school fees are too high for the young man to afford.

¢ ) They sold their hand-made door curtain at a price below its real
value, because they needed the money badly,

d) At first, the entrance charge was $20, but I bargained with the
man at the door and he finally brought it down to $10,

e ) Though it’s still early to.tell the expense of this experiment, we
can foresee that it'll be very costly.

f ) What is the fare to the Beijing Airport?

Sick adj.
Match the word “sick” in each sentence with the meanings given
below: ‘ : :
a) 5), b) 7), c) 4), d) 1), e) 8)
f) 1), g) 2), h) 6), i) 3).

Worth  prep.
1) Translate the following into Chinese:
a) LT R ER AL R R EBRI,
b) B—BHEBEBEG?
¢) FAERTXAN/PI) WE AR+ L.
d) A BT B1TE, FEAMESAES.
e) XFELELRNNWEREZXT.
f) X228 RHBEEALES, thgA‘WﬁEE{Eﬁ
g) RIAHET IR Z RRIE L o (A X bt B — R R 5.
2) Fill in the blanks with the words listed below:
a ) The boy is worthy of the praise.
b ) Scientists finally decided that the rocks in that area are worthless.
c ) Although the experiment will take about 3 years to finish, they
still believe it’s worthwhile.
d ) This coat is not worth more than ten yuan,
e ) Now I know the true worth of your friendship.

Hurt v,
Translate the following into English:
a ) He fell off his bike yesterday and hurt his ankle.
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b) Does your foot still hurt?

¢ )1 said that with the purpose of hurting his pnde

d) It won't hurt if you play a bit longer.

¢ ) It hurts me to think that you're all leaving very soon,

Reach v,
Write down at least five things that one can reach and then explain
them in English: - :
a)to reach the top of a shelf: to touch by stretching out one’s arm
or hand '
b)to reach an agreement; to come to
¢ )to reach the end of the book: to finish
d)to reach the age of 50: to become
e )to reach the goal: to realize

4. Rewrite the following sentences, using the pattern “too...
(for somebody ) to do something”. Be sure to keep the original
meanings.
1) He is too astounded to think and act properly,
2 ) She is too silly to see the humour in the remark.
3)He’s too drunk to act decently.
4) The noise around us was too much for us to work efficiently,
5) According to the law, he is too 0ld to hold this position,
6 ) Do you think my lecture is too dificult for them to understand?
7) The psychology lecture was too complicated to understand, even
for the best students,

5. Rewrite the following sentences using “negative word + but” to give
emphasis:
1 ) He blamed nobody but himself for the failure,
2) When. he opened his eyes, he could see nothing but sand every-

where, '

3 ) Since then I've never thought about her but once, .
4) This kind of animal can be found nowhere but in African forests.
5) He shows respect for no one but his tutor,
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6. Fill in the blanks with appropriate prepositions and/or adverbs:

1) The horse jumped over the fence beautifully.

2 ) Be careful not to knock the vase off the table.

3) The artist gave the painting another touch and then stepped back
to see its effect, '

4)When the vendor asked him for the money, he went through his
pocket and told the vendor that there was a hole in his pocket.

5)1 saw the lady go over to the little girl and drop a coin into her
outstretched hand,

6 ) He pulled himself up to the stool with great difficulty.

. 7)If you hold on to the safety-ring, therell be no danger.

8 ) I bought this book on linguistics for only $2.

Learn to Write

How to Write English Sentences

( General Instructions )

Exercise:
(Some points to discuss)

1

. Why is it important to start writing correct sentences if we want to

be effective writers?

basic unit of the written language/ a miniature essay/ form the basis
for the next stage of writing, i.e. paragraphs/ the first step toward
mature, error-free writing, etc,

. How do we usually classify English sentences? Give one example of

each type of sentence.

Classification of Sentences: (For your reference )

1) By sentence elements
All complete sentences contain a subject and a verb phrase,
(Imperative sentences and some exclamations are exceptions, )
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In many sentences, the predicate also requires elements other than
just a verb phrase. Depending on the nature of these elements,
sentences are classified into five basic patterns:

a.

SUBJECT + VERB PHRASE S+ VP)
Class begins,
The girls are singing,

. SUBJECT + VERB PHRASE + SUBJECY COMPLE-

MENT (S+ VP+ SC) (A subject complement is a word or
words that define or describe the subject, )

The food smells good.

Time is money,

SUBJECT + VERB PHRASE + DIRECT OBJECT ( S+
VP+DO)

The old lady is buying vegetables,

I love ice-creams.

SUBJECT + VERB PHRASE + INDERECT OBJECT +
DIRECT OBJECT (S + VP + IO + DO) ’
He handed me a paper,

My mother knitted me a sweater,

SUBJECT + VERB PHRASE + DIRECT OBJECT +
OBJECT COMPLEMENT (8 + VP + DO + OC)

(An object complement is a word or words that refer to the
same thing as the direct object, ) '
She dyed her hair red.

The Branoms named their daughter April,

2) By types of clauses
Sentences can also be classified by the types of clauses they con-
tain, The four basic types of sentences are:;

a,

Simple Sentences
My nearest neighbour is a mile away.
John and I spent two years in a small flat.

. Compound Sentences

My brother joined the army and I went to college;

Fiona ran away from home; she intended to join the circus,
Complex Sentences

When I wasa boy, every holiday that I had seemed ideal,
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Although I am now an adult, my idea of a good holiday is
much the same as it was, '
d. Compound-Complex Sentences
I was not more than thirteen years old at the time, but 1 re-
member the moment as if it were yesterday.
After my parents died, my brother joined the army and I went
to college,
3) By Syntax and Function
Sentences are also classified according to their function or pur-
pose. The usual classifications are:
a. Declarative Sentences
1 prefer spending my holiday abroad.
Sometimes I wonder what my ideal holiday will be when 1
am old. ‘
b, Interrogative Sentences
Why did you come so late?
Are you coming to the party?
¢. Imperative Sentences
Take care!
Please keep quiet!
d. Exclamatory Sentences
What a high price to pay for a ticket!
How beauntiful that lady is!

Learn to Teach

1. Classroom English
Metalanguage
Explain that the language you use to talk to your students in the

classroom is “metalanguage”. (In other words, all the language they
have learned in “Learn to Teach” in Book 1 is metalanguage. )
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Bearing in mind that students might at first be confused by hearing
their teacher speak English, what should we do, when speaking to them
in English, to help them understand?

Ask students to discuss this point in pairs or groups.

Suggested comments:
i. Choose words or structures which the students already know, or
which are not too difficult for them to understand,
ii. Don't talk too much; keep what you say to the main point,
iii. Talk slowly (but not too slowly so that it distotts pronunciation,)
iv. Use gestures, facial expfession, or intonation to help clarify what
you are saying,

Exercises
1. The order goes from the simplest command to the most complex:
c), ¢) b), a) d).
In a )and d) the teacher is saying more than is necessary, and
using complex structures, \
The teacher could indicate his/her ear for “listen” and mouth
for “repeat”,

2. You will get many variations for this. Here are some suggested
answers: ,
a) What have you got for number 2, Liu? or Liu, number 27
b) What’s your name?
¢ ) Where do you live?

3. This exercise can be done in groups, with the teacher monitoring.

L. Visual Aids for Language Learning
1. Discussion '
Arrange your class for a discussion. Ask the students to make
a list of the ways we can use pictures in the classroom. They should
do thisin pairs or groups, and compare their lists, When everybody
has finished, make a list on the board from their suggestions. It
should include at least the following;:



