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Unit 1 -
Environmental Pollution . ,

On a road leading to Washington, D. C. , a 1968 two-door
green convertible breaks down. The driver gets out of the car
and walks away, with no intention of returning. The car thus
becomes a statistic :one-of the more than 5 000 000 automobiles
discarded in the United States every year. Their rusting, bro-
ken bodies mar the landscape of the entire nation.

On the French and Italian Rivieras, tourists no longer see
deep-blue, sparkling waters. The Mediterranean is turning
gray. Rivers and canals pour sewage, detergents, and indus-
trial wastes into its waters; tankers flush their holds near the
coast; bottles, rotting garbage, and oil slicks wash onto the
beaches.

In Singapore, noise causes a variety of physical and: psy-
chological stresses. Suicides in high-rise apartment buildings
are often attributed to neighbors’ radios, construction machin-
ery, and traffic noise. Even the clacking of Mah-Jongg tiles
has been criticized.

In the Soviet Union, a chemical manufacturing complex
near Leo Tolstoy’s former estate has been discharging chemi-
cal wastes into the air for ten years. As a result, oak and pine
forests in this internationally known tourist area are being de-

stroyed.



These are not isolated incidents. Rather, they are part of
a worldwide pollution crisis caused by our mismanagement of
the environment. We have poisoned the air, water, and soil
with pollutants. We have upset natural communities in ways
that are affecting our own place in the complex system that has
been called “the great chain of life”. And we may be tipping
the balance of great natural forces in the earth, atmosphere,
and ocedns in ways that could be disastrousfor humanity. We
have reached a point at which we must begin to protect the en-
vironment in order to protect ourselves.

"Pollution: Fad or Fact?

Until recently, there were many who asserted that envi-
ronmentalism was a‘fad and that man’s impact-on the environ-
ment.was a threat only in terms of the interests of a few bird
watchers, trout fishermen, and scientists. But as the decade
of the 1970s opened , many people began.to see serious threats
to the quality of the environment. A report, by the United
Nations Secretary General’s office on environmental deteriora-
tion in the face of a rapidly increasing world population states;
“ The need to provide food, water, minerals, fuel and other
necessities for such increasing numbers of people will place
pressures on virtually all areas of the earth and demand the
most careful planning and management of natural resources.
No nation can any longer be isolated from these global pres-
sures. ”

World leaders have come to recognize that an environmen-
tal crisis exists. How serious is this crisis? Perhaps it is not as

bad as some scientists believe. Perhaps it is worse. We are be-
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coming more and more aware of the seriousness of our impacts
on the environment. Each new piece of evidence emphasizes
how little we understand the extent of these impacts and the
environmental interactions that can grow from some of them.
We know, for example, that a large part of city smog comes
not from the visible pollutants that belch out of industrial
smokestacks, but from chemical reactions produced by the ac-
tion of sunlight on invisible gases that enter the air in automo-
bile exhaust fumes. We are now discovering that this smog can
kill, and is killing, valuable timber. Large-scale destruction of
plant life in turn presents a serious threat to all animal life.
Scientists have begun to identify some of the causes of
pollution on a local scale. Much less in known about global en-
vironmental problems. Guesses are not good enough. We can-
not afford to gamble-on the proposition that we are creating
global environmental catastrophes. We should decide which of
our activities need closer examination. Then scientists should
evaluate exactly what these activities are doing to the environ-
ment and how they are doing it. Finally, their findings should
be readily available to decision makers in governmental and
other institutions who can guide public policy in directions that

will avoid environmental catastrophes.
New Words

l.convertible (kon'vaitobl)a.  BIBUZf; WA #H ¥ ;n. EZTIT
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=

20. catastrophe
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Word Study

1. discharge (B0 (50D , B BR: HEW , R & Bl . B B
1Da. They discharged the ship of its cargo.

b. The factory discharges its waste into the river.

c. The gun discharged with a loud noise.

d. They discharged him from prison.

e. He was discharged from his job. ‘
2)Discharge of the contents of the tank is performed by a pump.
B0 a IIA LB TR, |

b LI B HRBINE,
c. RMEM—FRHT .
d. fl 18 AR AR .
e. fll MR T HR% .
DK KRR KRS .

2. affect GE W ; BN ; CGEFDERE)  influence (BEMW)  effect (n. FEIH)
XEMALEH B TR . affect X E R W T REMZE R
%Ak, influence FEI ARBYEEMNER . BB TH EH.
HERFRETL, XTI EERETRIEMER. effect RAEW”
mt, 2 &, .

atfects
1) The temperature of the conductor {inﬂuences its resistance to
has an effect on "
current. '



2) The high quality of the goods favourably affected the sales.
3) The audience was deeply affected.
4) He was affected with high fever.
5) The wind flow in the atmosphere is also influenced by some other pa-
rameters.
6) Outside factors influenced him to resign.
B SEMBREZEEAEE.
2) MM EERNEKHEESETHANRW.
3) BrARIRIZ .
4) R BB,
5) KA R 35 1.3 2 F Sh— ‘*%ﬁﬁ‘]%“ﬂ
6) ShAEREMMBFFR.

3. resource (YE I8 ; ¥ 71, WE 7 5 T4 5 3 0 » BRARO
1) This country is rich in natural resources.
2)They wasted resources and manpower on building old-fashioned ships.
3)Robinson Crusce was a man of great resource.
4)Music and sewing are her favourite resources.
WD RTERAFFENERRE.
2) ATRBRM M S BELHER .
3D BEBR-TMEEZSENIA.
4 FRMBDRMEZWNE.

4. scale (K7, A AREE, I BE; Lol R, B 4)
1)Large-scale destruction of plant life in turn presents a serious threat to
all animal life.
2)This ruler has one scale in centimeters and another in inches.
3)The scale of this map is ane inch to 200 miles.
4)The butcher weighed the meat on the scales.
3. I)XTE%ﬂﬁﬁﬂﬁﬂ‘]ﬁ%ﬁﬂ%l?@hﬁTXﬁfrﬁéﬂ%E}‘J}ﬁﬂi}
2)3X 8 R RS ~T P Rh 2 BE .



