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Preface

As an important town in north Hebei Province, Zhangjiakou is located in a transitional district
between Inner Mongolian altiplano and North China Plain. This city is a vaunt-courier of the
intercommunion between cultures of northern tradition and Central Plains tradition all through
the ages. Zhangjiakou had a specific status in the progression of Chinese history, and also brought
special influence into play. Su Bingqi, the present vice Director-General of Chinese Archaeol-
ogy Academy, had pointed out vividly that Zhangjiakou was not only a junction where Central
Plains culture touched the northern culture but also a bidirectional routeway where cultures
from north and Central Plains communicated with each other.

In virtue of efforts from archaeologists by now, the general picture and basic figure of history
could be rehabilitated via helps from analysis and research on sites and relics left by ancestors
during producing and living in past dynasties. The Collection of Ceramic Art Unearthed in
Zhangjiakou was edited chiefly by HeYong, the deputy director general of the culture Bureau of
Zhangjiakou, the superintendent and researcher in Zhangjiakou Archaeology Institute. This book
is just a part of efforts to make us understanding the general picture and the rule of the historical
development.

In early Neolithic Age, the yellow sandy pottery sherd unearthed in Yujiagou site of Nihewan
Basin (Figure 1) is loose in quality and simple in figure. This is the earliest pottery unearthed in
North China known by now, about 11,600 BP after thermoluminescence.

In late Neolithic Age, the red pottery basin with black painted stylized flower motif on the
belly (Figure 2) and the gray pottery bottle with pointed base, small double-lipped mouth rim
(Figure 3) of Miaodigou type in Yangshao culture. They are distributed mostly in the middle and
upriver valley of Yellow River. After that period, Xiaoheyan culture which succeeded to Hongshan
culture became the domination of Great Wall district, including Zhangjiakou. Main types of
potteries and proofs of the flourish of Xiaoheyan culture are showed in Figure 5~Figure 20.

Taking the red pottery tripod container (/i) with cord marks (Figure 21)and the gray pottery
stem dish with impressed radiating streaks on the outer surface (Figure 22) as examples, Longshan
culture occupied this area along with the gradually vanishing of Xiaoheyan culture at the last
stage of Neolithic Age. Then Longshan culture was replaced by Lower Xiajiadian culture which
mainly connected with Xiaoheyan culture. Culture of northern tradition came into another flour-
ish period. Figure 24~Figure 29 indicate characteristics of Lower Xiajiadian culture clearly.

From late Yin dynasty to early Western Zhou dynasty, the third stage of Weifang culture —
Upper Zhangjiayuan culture could be distributed in this area. However, there was no more infor-
mation about the whole picture because few site and relic left here.

Culture of Yan State from Central Plains tradition began to influence this area from the late
Western Zhou dynasty or the beginning of Spring and Autumn period probably. The sandy gray
pottery /i with impressed streaks on the belly (Figure 30) could be a result of the influence from
culture of Yan State at that time. Figure 31, Figure 34 and Figure 39 are typical copper-imitated

potteries for ceremony which could be discovered usually in graves of Yan State in Warring

States period.
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In Han dynasty, most of this area was dominated by Han Emperor except some counties on
the dam were in the control of minorities called Hun (Xiongnu), Wuhuan and Serbi (Xianbei).
The society was rarely stable at that time. Figure 40~Figure 51 show some samples of funerary
objects usually in graves of Eastern Han dynasty. These samples exemplify the typical charac-
teristics of Han culture.

Because the district of Zhangjiakou was changing repeatedly, there was few site and relic of
Wei dynasty and Jin dynasty left.

During Sui dynasty and Tang dynasty, the society was appreciably stable, graves of Tang
dynasty were often discovered in counties under the dam of Zhangjiakou. Porcelains in Figure
61~Figure 65 and Figure 73~Figure 80 have a well-defined style of Tang dynasty, exemplifying
the making skills in this area.

At the time of Liao dynasty, Jin dynasty and Yuan dynasty after the Five Dynasties, this area
was governed by regimes found by minorities called Khitan (Qidan), Niizhen and Mongolian.
The capital of Yuan dynasty was founded there. Mingqi model vase with phoenix head mouth
and largely flaked plum motifs originally painted in diverse colors and other forty-six porcelains
showed in Figure 66~Figure 72 and Figure 85~Figure 124 are typical samples of Liao dynasty
and Jin dynasty. There are productions from famous kilns all over China showed in Figure
125~Figure 153, indicating the strength of Yuan Emperor and the political situation of unification.
Zhangjiakou became a significant northern county in Ming dynasty, and a distributing centre of
commerce between Mongolian and Han nationality in Qing dynasty. Other porcelains in Figure
158~Figure 180 were not from governmental kilns, but they are still full of features of folk kilns.
As the predecessor of porcelains, potteries have a more than 10,000 years history in China, but
the former one was regarded far less than the latter one. However, no matter in the historical
effect or the universality of social life, potteries are still as important as porcelains.

Here locations of excavations were mainly marked, units of excavation and concomitants
were informed as more as possible during the course of edit. As the chief editor, HeYong was
trained strictly on Archaeology and engaged in archaeological research after graduation. Em-
phasizing the importance of potteries in research on the chronicle, units of excavations and the
relation of coexistence are firmly rooted in his mind. Consequently it is natural to him to regard
these points during editing.

If this book could collect those main construction parts together, it would be better. Anyway,
the defects can not obscure the virtues. Congratulations to the publishing of The Collection of
Ceramic Art Unearthed in Zhangjiakou and hoping that there will be more achievements come
out from Zhangjiakou Archaeology Institute.

Li Bogian
2008.2.3
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Greenware (gingci) jar with two loop-lugs and a glaze-dripping effect
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Yellow-glazed jar with two loop-lugs
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Yellow-glazed minggi model jar in the shape of a pagoda (mouth missing)
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Yellow-glazed ewer with pricked motifs on the belly
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White ewer with reddish clay body exposed on the lower part of the belly
through the base
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White bowl with wide mouth and ring base
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Green-glazed bowl
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White bowl with foliate rim
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White ewer in the shape of a boy embracing a goose



