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Time flies. The International Business Leaders' Advisory Council

(IBLAC) is celebrating its 20th anniversary.

Ever since its first session in the early days of China's reform and
opening-up, the IBLAC has served the purpose of broadening horizons,
pooling international wisdom and'assimilating modern concepts, three
urgent tasks f01"r Shanghai if it is to integrate into the world and achieve

revitalization. Initiated in 1989 by Mr. Zhu Rongji, then Mayor of Shanghai,

the unprecede‘nte»d IBLAC meeting demonstrates Shanghai's strong

commitment to reform and opening-up.

The history of the IBLAC has epitomized Shanghai's move towards
a modern international metropolis. Its ever increasing memberéhip» and
global influence, largely attributable to the great support from previous
administrations aﬁd businesses across the world, have transformed the annual
meeting into an important platform for Shanghai to conduct international

economic cooperation.

Over the past two decades, the IBLAC has remained highly relevant
to Shanghai's development by constantly chan’éing its focus to address the
burning issues of the time. Themes for the previous sessions include Pudong's
development and opening-up, the opportunities and challenges facing
Shanghai after China's entry into the WTO, urban planning, how to revitalize
state owned enterprises, Shanghai as a financial center and a shipping center,
building a resource-conserving and environment-friendly city, promotion of

an innovative environment and human resource development. All of them
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are forward-looking, well-targeted, and faithfully reflect not only Shanghai's
concerns but also international trends, stimulating participating members
to offer their wisdom, insights and policy suggestions, and thus greatly

contributing to Shanghai's reform and opening-up and modernization drive.

The meeting, apart from being a devoted think-tank, has also generated

numerous tangibJe benefits for Shanghai during the past two decades. Its

members have invested heavily in Shanghai, supported the city's bid for the

World Expo 2010, joined the battle against SARS, and donated generously
to earthquake relief, démonstrating their strong commitment to and true
friendship for Shanghai. |

This collection, entitled Shanghai: Development with World V\/isc;"lom is a
summary of the 20-year history of the IBLAC from multiple perspectiyves. The
38 articles contributed by IBLAC members perfectly embody their ‘:\’Nisdom,
good-will and sincere friendship.

Shanghai is now stepping up its efforts to carry forward the “Four
Centers"” initiative and become a modern international metropolis with a
socialist identity. At this critical moment, we wiﬁ remain committed to the
Scientific Outlook on Development, stay the course of reform and opening-
up, and hope to hear more insightful opinions and candid suggestions from
international friends. I have every reason to believe that the IBLAC meeting

will go from strength to strength, and make even greater contributions to

Shanghai's modernization drive.

Han Zheng

Mayor of Shanghai
November, 2008
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