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Editors” Preface

The city of Datong, situated in the north of Shanxi Province, PR China, boasts its
long history. As far as 100 thousand years ago, i.e. in the Paleolithic Age, our forefathers
lived and multiplied on the land. In the Spring and Autumn Period (770———476 B.C.),
tribes Linhu, Loufan and others of the northern minority nationality Beidi lived here on
hunting or in nomadism. At the beginning of the Warring States Period (475——-221 B.
C.), there lied the State Dai, and then it was annexed into the State Zhao. After the First
Emperor of Qin unified China in 221 B.C., the area of Datong belonged to Prefectures
Yanmen and Dai. Located beyond the Yanmen (Goose Gate) Pass, Datong served as a
place for ancient agricultural and nomadic civilizations to meet and mix, where various
cultures conflicted and blended. As also an important place contested by all strategists,
military heroes fought here for their own separatist regimes in the past two thousand
years. Meanwhile, there, against surrounding mountains in all their majesty,were built
up magnificent halls,buildings, temples,monasteries and the imposing Great Wall,and
carved marvellous grottoes. In history, the legends of inspiring deeds of great men are
handed down, celebrities with top excellency sprung up like bamboo shoots from genera-
tion to generation. In the area of Datong, rare treasures on earth, valuable historical
relics, material and non-material cultural heritages famed worldwide and even well—re-
puted special products can be found everywhere. Datong’s unparalleled historical style
and features result it in one of China’s 24 famous historical and cultural cities entitled
and issued by the State Council for the first time in 1982.

In Datong, an ancient capital, there have been created brilliant and splendid culture
and arts, left rich and colorful historical relics and sites. The original intention of the edi-
tors of DATONG, AN ANCIENT CAPITAL is, by making a meticulous inventory of
Datong’s nature, history, scenes and sights of cultural interest, and rare and unique trea-
sures and sorting them out, to offer the pictorial book to you, dear readers, in order to
make Datong’s resplendent history and culture glorified and developed once more, make
Datong famous throughout the country and the world, understood, loved and embraced
by more people. In the process of the book’s edition, Datong Municipality Committee of
CPC, Datong Municipality People’s Government, Shanxi People’s Publishing House, and

friends from all social circles support us vigorously. By working round the clock with

unceasing efforts, the editors—colleagues from Datong Municipality Committee of CP- -

PCC, Datong Municipality Federation of Trade Unions with ACFTU and Datong Institute
of Cultural Industry Studies make their fruits of painstaking labor for many years be
printed and published at last.

Tong Li
May 16, 2008

N

s

¥

W\



q %

CONTENTS

AT = R AR

Marvellous Yungang Grottoes, Famed WOrlAwide «-«««-s«+sssesesnesemmmnstmiinis ittt )
T E&REE™T

Huayan Monasteries and Their Magnificent Halls «-s««s-ssressmessesermmonisiiinitinitaititaeninine 8
BB U e AL ST

Shanhua Monastery, Treasure of the Liao and Jin Dynasties :--c=rsesesesszannessriasnasiacstosecssnemennss 10
K [5) 350 B A 8

Grand Drum Tower in Datong City «scrsessreccsuccestassnneuensseerreacasianiuretenasssntanertaascseransnatannsess 12
B K IR 31 5 4R E

Datong City and Daiwang (King) Palace in Ming Dynasty ««--s-s-ssessesresssmsmsnssmnisissiinennnns 14
T RE 2 B

TOP One AMONG DIAZON-SCIEENS «+:++=++ssrsmssssressantarts et ettt bt b s b b s bt ea ettt 16
Wi w AR Yk

Ancient Pagodas, Pure Against BIue SKy :rer-eeerseessssesmmimtmititiiitiiiit i 20
BEEE S Y RH%

The Ancient Pipa Inn and the Temple Dedicated to Servant Caofi «=+-sessessreseescertesiotiotencannes 22
T M A

Monasteries and Temples, Quietly Standing in Deep Lanes «:«+:+=ssssesseeessisnieisssitsiinisiiiisiiiss 24
S8 ' K B SCHR W

RIPPlng Wenyin Lake ««--+ssesessseseesstmsamm ettt ettt 28
R Bt L1 KU 2k 4

Mt. Cailiang, Beautiful and URiqUe «+«++s++esssssssssserssstmiimiseistontit ittt s 29



RN
) 2

iz BRAL L i 1

Mt. Qifeng (Seven Peaks) in White ClOUAS «++xrssressssssonssssssamintutsiminiiietiniiiissssisie s 30
7K [ 44 & P & Bt

Yonggu (Solid Forever) Mausoleum to a Queen in the Northern Wei Dynasty «:e-ccrssececececerences 31
-8 hE Ko b B B

The Site of the Imperial Palace and Ancestral Temple of the Northern Wei Dynasty --=----=c--vee- 32
S FAE LAY B AR Ik

The Imposing Great Wall Built in the Ming Dynasty ««««-+s-ssseesessnresmniitintiiiiiiiiieeiiienes 34
JbEfE %

Northern Sacred Mt. Hengshan «++++s«esessssesestinttmtiiuitt ittt ittt 36
R A MEZF

The Hanging Temple, Unique and Marvellous Worldwide «---«e-seeeeersssmmeiiiininiiiiiiiiiniineas 38
TR /N 22

Scenic Spots in the Downtown of Hunyuan COUIEY «+«r+sssesessresssnssontensiionisitiniiiesiesiniiiseaianis 40
AT U 55 55 o 1L e

Wonderful View of Peaks Surrounding Mt. Hengshan --s+++stseestesteesisteiiiniiiisuiaiiiesiinnianesteanennes 43
73k iR A 4

Famous Tangtou Warm Spring «++s«+++sssssttssstmtttisttt ittt e 48
¥ T LA LEE M Ar

Litoziws, Marvellons Place with Legend <+ tsssesestatyetiaatisiinatii oo dcdliilial e Ll G iy 50
PR U B R 5K R B 4

Shenxi, the Royal Garden of the Northern Wei Dynasty ««-s:-s-e-seesessesstessirieiemniiniiaseanesinasenie 52
i [ 57 FE A K A

Qiuhui Monastery and Stone Buddha Statues of the Tang Dynasty «:ewcesceseeseeresereiiiiiieiiinan, 53
T4 58 10 <F

Ancient Jueshan Monastery, with a Pagoda of Thousand Years «--«+-ss-seesseesersesiieiiiniinieniianie 54
A NI G

The Pingxing Pass, Krown Worldwide «soiiaiiel ol il il il L i e 55
£ R B R R AN RL B B 3t ik

Site of Special Surgical Field Hospital Set-up by Dr. Norman Bethune «:-ccoceererererienciiiniinn, 56
T HEE AR RP X

Natural Protective Area in Huata, Lingqitt COUNEY «++-+++cssessstessmosuesattartaitusiuesiesatintnansnainins 57
nilFZ EiyE PR R

Nast Grasstand da Clobds. bt sl e vl g0 Ll e e el L 58
e Ll

Ancient Shengquan (Sacred Spring) and Zhouyuan Monasteries in Guangling County -::-sceeeseee 59



U B 1 R 7K o

Shuishentang (Water God Hall) Temple, Rounded with Water ««:-ssseesssssreesssneeeniiiranarireniunnse 60
AT B9 K [R] Ll A

Marvellous Datong Extiniot Wolcatoes: “tecisisitait il ci il el Ul b L oL 62
K 7] B

Ditotip: Slecnine Bidiha | cvroeaialins st il et bl e 64
F T AL A BRI X

Sangpan lake Ecological Tourist Area osiedectiveilioiiiiiiiidl il bl il 65
) 4% 3B R 1L

Mt.Daquan, Reputed at Home and ABrogd - ¢ srescscaicoatiuiienin i it cdisaiaiiniiiieddiihoceiy 66
G220y N

Yunlin Monastery, Ancient Architectural Treasite /s+=+ssshaessasiiitaniissatacssantnieiniessasinioisssiniints 67
AT RRNE & St 8 o

Palacoanthropologist Site at Nihewan, Xujiayao Village, Yanggao County ««+«s+ssseeseeseeseiieaciinnn. 68
£ L&l

Mt. Panshan in Tianzhen COUNtY ««socoroisiasiieaiiiticids Celiiiiailiieiinili s it i i 69
XA EFEE S

Grand Ciyun Monastery: in North Shanxi -+{oosccdboill ailil il i s i 70
A L 0 5 1L

Ancient Monastery in Mt Jaoshan -« iunsses il bl il Uiiion i 71
N B AR

Wooden Pasoda it Winexian County saesvhiiis vl o bl L L 72
JETT%

Yanmen (Goose Gate) Pass Located on the Great Wall --+4:ssssarioeiiirasiacumiaiiinesnessissnnsssnsbanisiarmanes 73
E U

Jinshatan (Golden Sands), af Ancient Bastleficld < cilainvs i s il il L 74
AR

Shahukon (Tiger-Lilling) Pass in the Great Wall «osouiiiiiiiciiiai il LGl 75
FREEE =8

"Three Emperors!, Searched for in History oooisiieboies il il ol iii e L 76
0 R R 5

State Zhao's King Wauling, Both Military and Intelligent «s--eseresesseesssiessiirniiieriirsnieininsiieenns 78
X0k 8 1

Liu Bang, Founder of the Western Han Dynasty, Once Besieged in Mt. Baideng near Datong ------ 80
B Pl

Tuobay"ilu Developed Datong as a Capital of the Northern Wei Dynasty «-«-+ssreeeeereieiiiiiiiiiiniines 82



B EE— LB E W JF E 2 A

Tuobagui, the Founder-emperor of the Northern Wei Dynasty «-++«++s«sseesesuemmmummimmeiiiieiiiniiennes 84
FERERA KR

Emperor  Taiwu, Military Talent | <-cresetesicioesinniinicioniiimitiiiic dalibinintitiumiei dirisyssuanibinisn 86
T % 4 AN sk

Fengtaihou, Crownless Empress Initiating Reform in the Northern Wei Dynasty «+s«ssseeeesseeenuannns 88
ff BLIf - R

Tuobahong, Favorite Son of Xianbei EthniC Group «-s:e+s-teesseteeiesiinitisisiiietiesiiereesiinenieeenns 90
TR LA

Kindhearted and Wise Louzhaojun, a Queen of the Northern Qi Dynasty «-««+ss+sssnsseucensincnnrens 92
MIMR—K=2)5

Three Queens Were All from Dugu Families |- -cotiiibiol il il i 94
¥ bt AR MR ol

Emperor Suiyang's Recalling Antiquity at Mt. Fangshan «-+«++=+++=ssessseesueeissemuesnesiiissiieeiness 96
MARESHKE

Double Xiao, Kindhearted and Cautious Queens in the Liao Dynasty -«rseeseseeessemaiiinniiiiieiianis 98
— R R v

Chinggis Khan Captured Western Capital Datong «:-:tssthsssssaaloseiatuuntihiinseiinsisiurasianminnes 100
IEGE 76 Yf? LA

Emperor Zhengtong Was Taken as a Prisoner in Tumubao FOrt «-:e-tereeseeecciiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiini, 102
1E 78 2.7 “ e Je xR RV

Emperor Zhengde's Romance in Datong ++toseebeiicteallion il il il b i s 104
2 H RS KRFE

Li Zhicheng Pushed His Army to Beijing, Passing Datong «««--««-+:t-sssessessuesasseinerarsonuminsiness 106
5 R [ 25 o

Emperor Kangxi Stayed in Datong While Returning Palace ««-s:++-s+esssssesusesrsuesiiuisisineiaurenes 108
R KR

Empress Dowager Cixi Passed Datong as a Reflgee <<sseveieisiiiieiiineniininaioiiiiiidi i il 110
TSR A A O St

Riding Yu Lidan Shot Amows Very Skilled ‘ioetei i diiaild gl 112
W25

Cut Hao's Death Tust for His Merite beviieisia i iiinin e il Lol o ol e 114
AP AR AE P AR,

Shu Sunjian Campaipned Fost and West hee woieiiiiii il s 115
BRI 5 = MR &

Xue Rengui Repulsed Enemy i YUNZHOD friiesinciesvedas cinsiernnastunaibiviseainiosisdiansiissonsdiay 116



BRZ T

Guo Ziyi's Mighty Name Awed YUNZhOU «reserereeesessanertatotuttisntoreinnessensssessvessssnssstsonrsssansss 117

BRIER R EFEF

Li Cunxiao, a Fierce Tiger-general in the Late Tang Dynasty «-t--se-sessesseeseessesuaniiainiiniuianian 118
W 2 i 4 SRS

General Yang Ye Was Faithful unto Death at Chengjiayu «eseseserserreocanresncoteoniiateinatiiecananes 119
=HURHT M

From She Family, Generals Fighting for Nine Reigns in Three Dynasties «::eetesreoeeseeseeieiienens 120
46 15 ¥ F5 BB 5 fR A

Su Baoheng, a Good Official in the Jin Dynasty ««:-scsscseeeertertitiiieiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiinniieinn. 123
HREAEERSL

Bi Shian's Name Spread for His Recommending Candidates ««-++=+«+esssesremereiriniiiiiianiniiniii., 124
HEM=F MY

Three Members of Lei Families in Hunzhou, Served as Officials in Two Dynasties «+«++e+sessves 126
1 2 107 35 4 K TR

Hu Ruli Brought Benefit to the People in Datong «++++++++sssesresessenimuiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieiieiiiiii s 128
BT IR

Wen Wanda Strengthened Frontier to Resist ENEmy «-++sessssssssssnussuuuninemiiiiiiiniiiieiniianaiinies 129
R IR SF K [R]3R

Guo Deng Held Fast to Datong «ceseecreressesrsrtmimieiiitniiiiteititietitiiir ittt 130
2R 2 A [

Li Jin Died for His Country GIOHOUSLY =«rssssssesesesrrmmuiniiinntitiiiiiiiiiiiie i 132
BB EREER

Ren Ju Defended City of Chongging Loyally and Bravely «-«e+reteetemeessuteiiiiiiiniiiiiiiiiii.. 133
R Z EAR KR

Datong Was Redeveloped by Cao Zhenyan  «rececreceseessssmmintintiiioitiiiiiiiiiiiieiiiaiaeaes 134
B TE STENIS

Li Yumei Regulated WaterCOUISES ««re:stessteetemsmnnstnttimtitiiitiiittititiittiisiiitaitit sttt 136
BRRTEET &

Li Guangjin, a Military SCROIAr «++++=++ssssrsseststmtititiiiiiiiiiiiittiiit ittt 138
RS e

Li Dianlin, Tutor of Emperor Xuantong of the Qing Dynasty «:-:+:esesssrseestentrtiiiiiiiiiiiiiii, 139
Rk B BLE T s

Xu Yongchang's Legend «eceocecesrerereetrttttitiitiitiiiiiitiitiitittt ettt e 140
/0 e 7

Jiang Shaoyou Built Palace in Pingcheng :+eecereresreriiiiimiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiii 142



ER AR

Poem Lament to Pingehens by Wang SU --«-++sreresucceretesntoorabonitbendsvibnedinder st iallaiiiul e inliny 144
- i A0 52 BB 3 T

Li Daoyian, Served ds Official ‘in Pingcheng is:+tesoossetbosthe vomtbeiiieailile it lidl ool 146
Z= b i B ki

Poet Li Bai's Stay in Northern Sacred Mt. Hengshan Is Still a Puzzle ««+e-esseseereeemrnniiinnieninne. 147
R 57 Wk 55 TR 5 1K

Zhu Bian and Hong Hao, Two Heroes as Su Wu in the Han Dynasty «coeeeeesreriiiiiiiiiiiiiii, 148
77 2% F 18 SE 4%

Geo Kegong, an Artist Diawitio Baimboo - it clicd Gl L Ll i i L 150
L iy 2R P A

Fuguang Was & Monk a8 Well 45 an Avist: oeeniveoioiiiieonicntinn loadibotn it b L 151
PUEIYER & LUER- D)

Liu Qi's Historical Book Gui Qian (Return to Hermitage) in the Jin Dynasty «-«essseseeeeseeenncnn. 152
JCYF [ 8 LD e k45

Yuan Haowen Wrote Sorrowful Poem on Mt. Hengsha.n ................................................... 154
B 2 fH Ll B8 3 3

Geographer Xu Xiake Wrote Beautiful Essay on Mt. Hengshan «««esseeeeeeensiiniiiiiiiiiiiiaiiinee. 155
AR AH LK [F] 43 7

Zhu Yizun Wrote Text for Stele Scripture in Datong ...................................................... 157
Tl % & FH

Yu! Oian’ Served for Datong with His Whole Life s beiovet o aiions L il ol Ll 159
IF) JR A U L T 48

Yan Eromei Wrote Poem Bulogizing Datong s -t+tademdeande i iiisi bl i Giiiin o Gl 160
JBLAR G 17 T2 Sk

Gu Yanwu Condoled Destroyed Diatong -+ sceiteriae iilonio Ll diieidns doilinn, oL L L 161
i A 4 e R 1 R

Qu Dajun's Poemn Mouming Destroyed Datong +s+:- osnoeseiaindiii i L il i i 162
FE L BRI 5 35T

Armed Escort Jiang Wenyua, Famous near Great Wall ««ses-sssveeteseeiiisiaruussnsnnssnnnnnnssnannnnen 163
H AR

Famed Three Generations of Successful Candidates in Imperial EXams -+ceseecceueeserraineninnniannin. 164
4> H 5 7 5 X

A Modern Merchant 1n Datong Is More Successfill  csssessceacvaniioiiioniasennsitincsssnnsonssinanes 166
DY@ s

An Educationist like Tao Xinzhi Appears Again ............................................................... 168



ok H I i B SO IR A

Cultural Relics from ANCIENt TIMMES «+ee+ceestesstrsunttutututtitiitetttertetteteiitaieiiaiaiitaasennaas
B

Glittering Bronze REliCS ««-+«++seesrseesseeruseisteitetits ettt
4 T

Brilliant Stone Stele Inscriptions of the Northern Wei Dynasty -«ece-terreesrersserinneinieiniiiiinnns
Al B4 B B 5 XY

Historical Relics Treasures from Sima Jinlong's Tomb Unearthed — -cecceceeereerceeeieencecineeees
I

Colorful and Brilliant Porcelain Ware of the Jin, Liao and Yuan Dynasties «s-ececererenrerenceannens
KI5 R

Scholar Zhu Xi's Calligraphy of Yijing (The Book of Changes) Quotations Carved on Tablet ---
sl /N Al

Bronze Eight Celestials of the Ming Dynasty ««--se«+sseseserssstsiuntiiiiiiiniiiiiiiiine it
B ¥ 5 I

Calligraphy and Drawing Works in the Ming and Qing Dynasties «+:+esresrseesssremerniniuniiiins
o [ i TS

Shuaheer, Saixi, Live \Fossils Of Traditional Operas ««++«s+srssressrssstenstimiiiemiiiiiiiitiiiieiiiaiaes
R A R

Vehement Opera Beilubangzi (Local Opera Spread in North China) ececececerecrereeieieieiiienies
RIS K& % 1

Linggiu County's Local Opera Luoluogiang Traces to Ancient Times — ccseeceeceesssetcenccancens
“EYMIZAR”

Yanggao County's Local Opera EITenfai  +++setesssvesoissstiosimsiant constatobietaotisaiiitiiisvaiainsntiniins,
fEEEAT R

Youyu's Local Opera Daoging and Guangling's Yangge Folk Opera = ecoerereercenciecnienninns
MAITE T SR B9 il 2

Ancient Celestial Mubicsr - sevesihdliii v dod iole cbiien Ll i i L Bl
=B B R

Yunzhong's Gallant Plays of Gongs and Drums, Moving Audiences Far and Wide ---recerereeeeeees
PNk &

Shulaibao, Comic Dialogue of DAtong ««++++ssssueesesisirtutetoniiittiiiaiiiiitiuteniiliteniiitiaiitneaaniine s
PGPS

Datong Coal Mlmng Industry .......................................................................................



\d
A\

P 4 BR A 4E 1L R

Root of Membranous Milk Vetch of Mt. Hengshan, Famed Worldwide -:tr-reseeceerescnreennccenenes 214
ke % £ 1S

Much-told Splendid Naked Qat «««««eseesersrosrmmmmsmertisi ittt 216
HRRS E R

Flax and Dogbane HEMP ««+««+sssereessmssmmtmm ottt ittt 218
KFEIEAEH KT

Day Lily of Datong, Best of All «ereoressesmmmtmimiii ittt 219
R

Bribt Beoasines Vo sl s s L el el e e e 220
BRFPR=E"

Three Vegetables for Local Home Meals: Potato, Cabbage and Carrot ---e--eseeerereerecereneence.e 222
FE VbR Bk Ll

Golden Sallow Thorn Covering Mountains of North Shanxi in Autumn «--s-sssesseresseseiieniisene. 224
T A DU 76 14 v 5 2R

Popularizing Black BUCKWHEAt Tea «++«-serseeesessmtssserimnttriittette it et ettt 225
IR

Famous Snacks in ANCIEnt City -+«+-+ssesessemesmmeimums ittt 226
i 9 4 4 11 oK [ 4 %

Datong Bronze, Exquisite and MafChless ««««s«+-sssmsreereesmsiimsiiisiiiiiiniis ettt 232
THEHBHTER

Earthenware of Xiahan Township, as Tribute Before «-:++ss-seerssersrersioiiiniiiiiiniiiiitiiieians 233
T A ER

Artistic Brick Sculpture Works in Local ReSidence «««««=-s+s-sssessssesssrimsiiisiiiiseiiiesiinsinieinns 234
HARER

Datong Wooden Furniture and Art WOIKS «++s++sssssssssenetetstestasiiiiuniiiniiiiiiiiistesss e 236
Zo A

Artist Wang Tong, Majoring in Peony-Painting in Yunzhong ««+-+-s-sssessessrseeanisessiiiiieaiinins. 238
R IR B RS ZZ AR

SCUIPHUTE ATt Of DIOME ««x++c=srsssersenanmrns sttt bbbttt 242
o E B4R — K

Fist Family of Chinese ArtiStic Paper-CULtng --«-+s++s:+ssssssessesisimstiiutatiiiiicite it 244



&F
R

JHHAEHE
JE<KEHEBH

HE S

[



IONOL vVa Na nNo

SETHNZREE

Marvellous Yungang Grottoes, Famed Worldwide




= XA AT RSP 16 2~ B i E 1L i,
RUGHEE 1 AR, ARES3 A, K/AERS1 AR
¥ aRAERREMASERKOAREFZ—, 2R
4 B 2R E R, 2001 498 A RS0 = 4 5%
ELBEFENEY SRR BB S .

FHENEED, BHX VBIEEK,
BEDFHIINE, ZARABE—Ro-

-

s,
T4

SSBTRES A ZHNEELE
; ;*‘““V\VWiim







R

A T AL 4E (460 4F), 58 )
FALBIEGAEMRE (520-525 4F), KN
R =AY

ARFILH 48 BB 1 Z406, 5 1P
REBRATTEAEA, BERBERBAERFTF
JifE, TIEERE AL, 2B 2 PR E=E B
B BE I BE VR R O R RN X A A v
JifE B 32 Bt 22 A 7 T4 R VR R L B A e X
B 485

Al o &L ENEE 5 = 13 &, XL
HEERKFE AR, WE s KE
%, TEE HETTDL XA TR R 1R Bh = %
KA EHE R ERAEE, £56M
i, BRI A AR, R —ANE, R KA
RS AE . BUR AT A T IBE /AR (1651 4F)
AT DU R AR I TN B | ¥ B R
B, MRS S BEMEE, S AREEEE
Bl =k, HhdhRMEaNAaRERKH

A S .“-'
:‘I
7 1€ |
i‘ | Léﬂ
LR

%12 BRERERA LI AEETR—EA M ER




