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CONTEXT

gatha Christie was born in Torquay, England on
September fifteen,1890. She was the youngest
of three children in an upper-middle class home.
Agatha was schooled at home by a governess
and tutors—a lifestyle later reflected in her novels. She was
married in 1914 to Archie Christic,a W.W.I fighter pilot.
While he was at war,Christie worked as a nurse. She first
worked with patients,but was eventually transferred to the
dispensary where she gained an extensive knowledge of poi-
sons. Before Agatha married Archie,Agatha had discussed
writing a murder mystery with her sister Madge,but Madge
thought it would be too difficult to her. Agatha devoted her
downtime at the dispensary to proving her sister wrong.

The Mysterious Affair at Styles was not published until
1920. Agatha’s first novel featured her most famous detective
character, Hercule Poirot. Poirot became known for his eccen-
tricities, waxy moustache and quick mind. He was a featured
character in thirty of Christie’s novels.

In 1926, Archie asked Agatha for a divorce. Agatha,al-
ready distressed by the recent death of her mother,drove off.
Her car was found abandoned, with only a suitcase and some
clothing in the backseat. Agatha’s disappearance started a na-
tion-wide manhunt,at one point 3 000 people came out to look
for the writer in the area her car had been found. About three
weeks later she was found at a small hotel in a nearby town.

2



x5k - Th

Mmip- LB 1890 F 9 A 15 B A £ X%
ZHERTH AP LERBGREL M=K
FhRAG—A, FmPad REKIFAEFERELH
FH XA AEF X ARG SR P AT, 1914
B, S R R RAITRAFT R - LB
W, ATRFLRINE, FAFR— 8L, 24,4
) TR PR, RSGARNHE G £ARE BT
KA EHR S, 5 RFLEEUN, R EE LB
¥ 223 it A VR AR A BLED 4Bk A2 & BRI A
TR XKARET K, IeFH AT HEHA
4% T ot 1A ERR T AEAE &Y P BT R AR IR 49,

21920 F (A RMEBFEIA BREAT
ML KT Bid THRELGUIEY R, #
RAED KA, AR RE GELFTW AT, FH
B XS A AR A AL S T, R R R AH
30 MR THEAH,

1926 4, FT R F R B 5 M 3 B4, MLy & T
FHERRA L A FCLEELTHRBHEIRTITARK
BT AREFGAER ANRERT —AFRHA,
A K G ) EIRA — R, M K IR R T HE
ETFehiF. AReE,EBUA 3000 Ashd, BlA AR
Ry FREGM R, XY =R, ANEIGLY

3




&
o
&
&}

W MURDER ON THE ORIENT EXPRESS

Agatha claimed she had suffered a severe loss of memory, the
British press claimed she had staged her own murder.

In 1930, Agatha married Max Mallowan, a young archeolo-
gist she met in Mesopotamia; much of Agatha’s knowledge of
the Middle East and archeology stems from her relationship
and travels with her husband.

Christie is often regarded as the Queen of the Golden
Age detective and mystery novels. Murder on the Orient Ex-
press,written in 1934,is considered a Golden Age, between-
the wars,or classic mystery novel. As in Murder on the Ori-
ent Express,also known as Murder on the Calais Coach,
Christie’s novels accurately portray the life of upper-middle
class, British men and women of this period. Her novels put
little emphasis on the working class;the books typically de-
scribe the lives of leisure class,rich tourists. In her later work,
she attempted to script the lifestyles of the coffee bar,beat
generation kids, but with less success.

Murder on the Orient Express was favorably reviewed
and praised in England. It was made into a film in 1974 and is
one of the most successful British films ever made. Even
Ag atha,who generally expressed dislike for film versions of
her books,expressed appreciation. In 1981,a girl was mur-
dered in Bamberg, West Germany,in the same manner Ratch-
ett is killed in the novel and film. The murder was considered
a“carbon copy”of the crime in Christie’s novel.

In her lifetime, Christie wrote over sixty-six novels, short
stories, screenplays and a series of romance novels under the
pen of Mary Westmacott. In 1971 she was named Dame of the
British Empire. Agatha Christie died on January 2,1976. &
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PLOT OVERVIEW

ercule Poirot,private detective and retired Bel-

gian police officer,boards the Taurus Express

train to Stamboul (Istanbul). On the train there

are two other passengers,Mary Debenham and
Colonel Arbuthnot. The two act as if they are strangers,bilt
Poirot observes behavior that suggests that they are not. Poirot
is suspicious of the couple. The train arrives in Stamboul and
Poirot checks in at the Tokatlian Hotel. As soon as Poirot ar-
rives he receives a telegram summoning him back to London.
While waiting at the hotel for the next train, Poirot bumps into
an old friend,M. Bouc,head of the Wagon Lit. M. Bouc ar-
ranges a space for Poirot on the Orient Express. In the dining
room of the Tokatlian Hotel,Poirot first spots Ratchett and
Hector McQueen eating dinner. Poirot know that Ratchett is an
evil man and he describes him to M. Bouc as an animal.

Poirot board the Orient Express. He is forced to ride in a
second-class cabin because the train is unusually full. Ratchett
and Hector McQueen are also aboard the train. Ratchett ap-
proaches Poirot and asks if he will work for him, Ratchett tells
Poirot he has been receiving threatening letters and that some-
one is trying to kill him. Poirot refuses the case. M. Bouc has
taken the last first class cabin,but anangés to be moved to a
separate coach and gives Poirot his space in first class. The
first night Poirot sleeps in first class,he observes some strange
occurrences. Early in the morning, Poirot is wakened by a cry
from Ratchett’s compartment next to him. The wagon lit con-
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*MURDER ON THE ORIENT EXPRESS

ductor responds knocks on Ratchett’s door and a voice from
inside responds, “Ce n’est rien. Je me suis trompe” (It is noth-
ing. I am mistaken). Poirot has difficulty sleeping because
there is a peculiar silence on the train. Mrs. Hubbard rings her
bell and tells the conductor a man is in her room. Poirot rings
his bell for water and is informed by the conductor that the
train is stuck in a snow bank. Poirot hears a loud thump next
door.

The next morning, the train still stopped, M. Bouc informs
Poirot that Ratchett has been murdered and the murderer is
still aboard the train. Poirot tells M. Bouc he will investigate
the case. Poirot first examines Ratchett’s body and compart-
ment. Ratchett has twelve stab wounds. The window is left
open in Ratchett’s compartment, presumably to make the in-
vestigators think the murderer escaped out the window,but
there are no footprints outside the window in the snow. A
handkerchief with the initial “H”is found in the compartment,
a pipe cleaner,a round match different from the matches
Ratchett used and a charred piece of paper with the name
“Armstrong”on it.

The piece of paper with the word Armstrong on it helps
Poirot figure out who Ratchett really is and why someone
would want to murder him. A few years back,a man named
Cassetti kidnapped a three-year old girl,Daisy Armstrong.
Cassetti collected a ransom from the wealthy Armstrong fami-
ly,but killed the child anyways. Poirot concludes that Ratchett
is Cassetti.

The interviews start with the Wagon Lit conductor, then
Hector McQueen. Poirot knows that McQueen is involved with
the case because he knows about the Armstrong note found in
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* MURDER ON THE ORIENT EXPRESS

Ratchett’s compartment, Hector is surprised that Poirot found
the note because he thought it had been completely destroyed.
He interviews Masterman and then Mrs. Hubbard. Mrs. Hub-
bard claims that the murderer was in her cabin. All of the pas-
sengers give Poirot suitable alibis during their interviews,al-
though a few suspicious elements are brought to light:many
passengers observed a woman in a red kimono walking down
the hallway the night of the murder,but no one admits they
have a red kimono. Mrs. Hubbard tells Poirot she had Greta
Ohlsson lock the communicating door between she and
Ratchett. Hildegarde Schmidt bumped into a stranger wearing
a Wagon Lit jacket.

Poirot checks every passenger’s luggage. During the
check he notices a few interesting things:the label on Count-
ess Andrenyi’s luggage is wet,a Wagon Lit uniform is found
in Hildegarde Schmidt’s bag and,lastly,the red kimono is
found in Poirot’s own luggage.

After the luggage check,Poirot,Dr. Constantine and M.
Bouc review the facts of the case and develop a list of ques-
tions. With the evidence and questions in mind, Poirot sits and
thinks about the case. When he surfaces from a somewhat
trance-like staté,Poirot has discovered the solution to the case.
Before he reveals this solution in full,he calls in several peo-
ple and reveals their true identities. Poirot discovers Countess
Andrenyi is Helena Goldenberg,aunt of Daisy Armstrong. She
wet her luggage label and obscured her name,in an effort to
conceal her identity. Also,Mary Debenham was Daisy’s gov-
erness, Antonio Foscanelli was the Armstrong’s chaffer, Mas-
terman the valet,and Greta Ohlsson was Daisy Armstrong’s
nurse. Princess Dragomiroff claims her handkerchief from
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& MURDER ON THE ORIENT EXPRESS

Poirot, the same found in Ratchett’s compartment.

Poirot gathers all of the passengers into the dining car
and propounds two possible solutions. The fist solution is that
a stranger entered the train at Vincovci and killed Ratchett,
The second solution is that all of the passengers aboard the
Orient Express were involved with the murder. He argues that
twelve of the thirteen passengers,all close to the Armstrong
case, killed Ratchett to avenge the murder of Daisy Armstrong.
Mrs. Hubbard, revealed as Linda Arden,admits that the second
solution is correct. Poirot suggests that M. Bouc and Dr. Con-
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stantine tell the police that the first solution is correct to pro-

tect the family. M. Bouc and Dr. Constantine accept Poirot’s
suggestion. &
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