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ABSTRACT

Based on the analyses and theories of social structure, the structural exist-
ence and relationship of efficiency and fairness, social mobility and modern
higher education institutions, this paper attempts through theoretical and
empirical research and comprehensive study of sociology, social philosophy and
pedagogy to establish a multi-dimensional view of the efficiency and fairness of
China’s higher education in the special historical period of social transformation.

The essence of social transformation is the production and distribution of
social value or efficiency and fairness. Efficiency and fairness in higher educa-
tion is part of that of the society. This paper distinguishes between the usual
sense of efficiency and fairness and the special sense in higher education and
examines the relationship between the two. It analyses the efficiency and fair-
ness of tuition charged in higher education, the fairness of opportunity for
higher education to those from low-income families, and the efficiency and fair-
ness of administrative system of higher education and then comments on a series
of concepts and practices adopted in the course of transformation from elite edu-
cation to mass education. Finally it concludes that innovation of education sys-
tem is the key to improving the efficiency and fairness of higher education in

China.

Key words: social transformation; higher education; efficiency and

fairness; modern university system
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