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. : )
... English is an almost grammarless language. S e St
~ — Richard Grant White
A very great part of the mischiefs that vex this world arise from words. =

; — Edmund Burke»/

A Kind of Sermon

. Ask students to answer the warm-up questions in the student’s book.

2. Say a few words as an introduction to the text. (See Introductory Remarks.)

. Allow students 5 minutes to go over the text, and then ask them some questions from
the Text Comprehension Exercise in the student’s book.

. Get students actively involved in analyzing and explaining the text. (See Information
Related to the Text.)

. Refer students to Paragraph Analysis in the student’s book and help them grasp the
main idea and structure of the text.

. Help students learn in context the more frequently used words and phrases through a
variety of drilling practice (see Language Points) and by doing the related exercises in
the student’s book.

. Divide the class into groups to do Oral Practice in the student’s book.

. Set aside 15 - 20 minutes for the classroom reading activity, through which to lead
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students to learn how to practice reading efficiently.
9. Ask students to write a précis of the text after class.

&}gntzodzmtou;@madu

By now you have done a pretty good job in learning English, but there are still big gaps
in your knowledge. Small wonder you are keen to improve. However, you may feel that
improving your English is becoming more and more difficult at this stage and may even feel
a little discouraged. But the teachers are no happier. In fact, they may often feel frustrated
at not being able to help their students make greater progress.

Why, then, can beginners make more obvious progress? This is because they are learning
basic vocabulary and basic structures and can put them into practice without much difficulty.
When students reach the advanced stage, they are confronted with a puzzling variety of idioms and
phrases and complex structures. They will then find themselves at a loss what to do with them or
how to use them. As a result, they may tend to think, “The more I learn, the less I know,”
although they are in fact getting a little bit more proficient with each passing day.

Keenly aware of the problems faced by learners, the author offers his advice to both
teachers and students on how to learn English at this stage.

Pa)
ﬁZMm@dmwmgm

L the language s appears to consist of a bewildering variety of idloms, cﬂchés
and accepted phrases with different meanings in different contexts.

Many English words and expressions may carry not just a single meaning. They mean
different things in different contexts. For instance, you get over a fence by climbing, but
you get over an illness if you recover from it. You ger off a bus by stepping down from it,
while you get off lightly when you escape punishment.

The following example of the ways “get” and its combinations may be used may sound a
bit artificial and extreme, but it is not impossible:

“I got (was given) a job at which I got (made/earned) £3 a week, but I never really
got (became) interested in it, and I soon got the sack (was dismissed from my job). I
wasn’t sorry, because my employer had always got on iy nerves (irritated me), but finally
he got my back up (infuriated me). When he told me to get out (leave), I got quite a lot
off my chest (poured it all forth with bitter feeling). I told him that if he had got (taken) it
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into his head that he could get along (manage) by paying me such a small sum, he would get
a surprise (be surprised). He told me that I was getting out of hand (becoming difficult to
control), and that I had got ideas above my station (had come to believe myself more
important than I really was). When I told my father the whole story that evening I got a
good hiding (received a sound beating).”

Of course, the above example is intended primarily to call your attention to the fact

that the same word or expression may mean different things in different contexts and that

English idioms may be quite annoying. Now that you have reached the advanced level, you
must be aware of the difficulties of learning them and try to get over them.

1.

preach, preacher, sermon

1) To preach is to talk about a religious subject at a religious meeting, esp. in church;
and the talk given by a preacher in this way is called a sermon.

Example:

— On Sunday afternoon, he preached a sermon on forgiveness.

2) Another meaning of preach is to give people advice or tell them how to behave.

Example:

— You're always preaching honesty, and then you lie to me.

3) If you give people advice in a way that they think is boring or annoying, then they
may say/think you’re preaching.

Example:

— Mom, stop preaching — I'm old enough to take care of myself.

. fluent, fluency

fluent: (a.) able to speak, read or write a language without seeming to make an effort
Examples:

— Mr. Wang is fluent both in French and English.

— Steve speaks fluent Japanese .

fluency: (n.)

Example:

— The job requires fluency in Spanish .

. acquisition: (n.) the noun of acquire, meaning

1) the process of learning skills or getting knowledge
Example:
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10.

— The acquisition of a foreign language often takes much longer than one’s mother tongue .
2) the process of buying sth. or obtaining it in some other way

Example:
— The acquisition of this new plot in the downtown area cost him half a billion dollars.

. 3) sth. bought or obtained in some other way

Example:
— Strong has just showed me his proud new acquisitions: two paintings by Picasso .

a process: referring to the learning process students go through after they have
mastered the basic structures and patterns of English

. produce less obvious results: produce less obvious results than expected

confront with: force (sb.) to deal with, often used in the passive
be confronted with: have to deal with

Example:

— She was confronted with the biggest crisis of her political life.

. scope: the area within the limits of a question, subject, action, etc. ; range

Examples:
— The politics of a country would be outside the scope of a book for tourists.
— Few things are beyond the scope of a child’s imagination .

. clichés: overworked words or phrases

“Father Time”,“white as snow”, and “cheeks like roses” are clichés. Such expressions
as these have been used so often that they have lost much of their expressive force.

. context:

1) words that come before and after a word, phrase, statement, etc., helping to show
what its meaning is

Examples:

— “Mad” can mean “foolish”, “insane”, or “angry”, depending on the context .

— Without a context, I would have assumed it was written by a man.

2) circumstances in which sth. happens or in which sth. is to be considered

Examples:

— The report should be considered within its social context .

— This is the context in which President Bush must decide his policy.

dedication: devotion to a cause or an aim
Examples:
— He has always shown great dedication to the cause of humanity, justice and peace .
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12.

13.

14.

15.
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~— Professor Smith and his colleagues had the dedication to continue their research in
spite of the obstacles.

dedicate: (vt.)

Example:

— This woman has dedicated her whole life to helping others.

disgust: strong feeling of dislike and disapproval at a situation or person’s behaviour,
etc. ; a feeling of being ill caused by sth. unpleasant

Examples:

— He was filled with disgust at what he had witnessed in the prisons.

— She turned away in disgust when she caught sight of the rotting food .

hopefully:

1) in a hopeful way; in a way that shows that you are hopeful

Examples:

— “Will there be any food left over?” he asked hopefully ( = wishing the answer to be yes).
— “Am I welcome?” He smiled hopefully, leaning on the door.

2) it is to be hoped; let us hope

Examples:

— Hopefully (=1 hope that) we’ll arrive before dark .

— Hopefully we can solve the problem .

guidance: help and advice given to sb. about their work, education, personal life,
etc. ; direction

Examples:

— I went to a career counselor for guidance on how to start my job search .

— My professor gave me a lot of helpful guidance when I was writing up my Ph. D.

dissertation .

for one’s part: used to emphasizing who you’re referring to in a statement about sth.
Examples:

— For my part, I would prefer to stay home and read .

— Napoleon’s army was weakened and the British, for their part, were eager to attack .

reduce: force sb. into a particular unpleasant state or situation

Examples:

— They were reduced to begging in the street .

— Stress had reduced him to a nervous wreck .

reduce sth. to sth. else: make sth. become a particular thing by destroying it or
crushing it
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Examples:
- The fruit is reduced to a pulp and then mixed with sugar.
— The building was reduced to rubble by the explosion .

16. inexplicable: impossible to explain
Example:
— For some inexplicable reason, she chose that moment to break the news.

17. take refuge in: find shelter or protection in (a place. or action)
Examples:
— It’s beginning 10 rain; look. we can take refuge in the hut.
When she is sad. Ann takes refuge in remembering happier times.

18. proverb: a short well-known statement that gives practical advice about life; saying
Examples:
— The enemy of my enemy is my friend .
- A penny saved is a penny earned .

19. ... more respectfully if less grammatically:
In the first quoted proverb the student is compared to a horse while in the second no
such comparison is made; hence “more respectfully”. However. the second proverb is
less grammatical. In standard English it might read. “It isn’t what you say but the way

1)

vou say it that matters.’

20. “It ain’t what you say. It’s the way that you say it”: To say “I have insufficient
financial resources for the journey” might sound appropriate in a formal situation. But
it would sound out of place, except as a joke, if it were said at home or to close friends.
In ordinary circumstances. “I haven’t got enough money for the trip” would be an
appropriate way of saying the same thing. The above example just goes to show, when
it comes to choosing your words, “It ain’t what you say. It’s the way that you say it.”
(See also Note 4 to the text.)

21. counter: oppose; move or act in opposition to (sth.)
Examples:
= Little did I expect that George would counter my proposal with one of his own.
= Sam’s emplover countered his request for more money by threatening to dismiss him .

22. recognition: (n.) agreement that sth. is true and important
Examples:
-— We need officiul recognition of the need for affordable housing.
— Recognition of the importance of career development is increasing.
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27.

28.

29.

30.
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immediate: nearest in time. space or relationship

Examples:
— the immediate future; the immediate vicinity; the immediate family

given: specified or stated; arranged

Examples:

— At a given time we’ll all start shouting and cheering .

— At the given signal, the group rushed forward to the barrier.

define: state precisely the meaning of (a word, etc.): state (sth.) clearly; explain
(sth.)

Examples:

— Each of us might define the concept of freedom in a very different way.

— The powers of the President are clearly defined in the Constitution .

— It’s hard to define exactly what has changed .

wash one’s hands of: refuse to be connected with or responsible for
Examples:

— I washed my hands of their schemes when I discovered what they were up to.
— That’s your affair — I wash my hands of the whole business .

alternative: other: that may be used in place of sth. else
Examples:
— An alternative arrangement can be made if my plans don’t suit you.

— It will take time to develop alternative energy sources.

come across: meet sb. or find sth. by chance

Examples:

— Have you ever come across such a horrible person in all your life?

— You won’t have difficulty understanding the meaning of a word after you come across

it a few times.

look up: try to find a particular piece of information in a book, or on a list, or by using
a computer

Example:

— You can’t go very fast if you look up every new word you come across in your reading.

at a glance: If you realize sth. at a glance. you realize it as soon as you see it.
Example:
— I could see at a glance that it wasn’t his own work .
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W
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33.

34.

35.

36.

37.

... the way it was written ... : ... its style, the sort of language used and the way

sentences were organized . ..

. And instead of “read”, I could just as well say “listen to”.: And my advice to students

on what to read might just as well apply to what to listen to.

could just as well (usu. might/may just as well): have no strong reason not to
Examples:

— There’s nothing to do, so I may (just) as well go to bed early.

— Since the flight has been cancelled because of bad weather , we might (just) as well go

by train.

rely on: count or depend on (sb. /sth.); have trust or confidence in (sb. /sth.)
Examples:

— Jim always relies on his wife for advice on clothes.

— She cannot be relied on to tell the truth.

— I think we can rely on Ruth not to tell anyone about it .

practicable: capable of being used or put into practice; workable

Examples:

— “Let’s take the baby when we climb Mount Tai.” *Is that practicable?”

— Is it practicable to try to grow crops in deserts?

People are béginning to use “practical” in the same sense as “practicable”; a practical/
practicable plan or suggestion is one that will work. Note, however, that “practicable”
is not used of people.

short-cut: a path road that is quicker and shorter than the usual way; a way of saving
time and effort in doing sth.

Examples:

— It will take just a few minutes to reach the river if you take a short-cut across the field.

— You may think it a short-cut, but you’ll soon find the result won’t be so good .

— There aren’t really any short-cuts to learning English .

beaten track: well-trodden or much used path

off the beaten track: in an isolated place where people rarely go
Example:

— We stayed at a charming inn off the beaten track .

overgrown: covered with plants that grow in a wild way
Example:
— Both sides of the road were overgrown with weeds .



