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China’ s achievements in reducing its poverty are unprecedented. The number of poor people
was halved in 10 years between 1978 and 1988 with about 130 million people — from 25 percent of
the population being poor, to about 12 percent of the population being poor. Since then, poverty has
been halved again to 60 million people (about 5 percent of total population). Since the early 1980’ s,
Gansu has been one of the key provinces contributing to in poverty reduction in China with similarly
impressive results. In three decades, the number of poor in Gansu has decreased from about 75 per-
cent of the province’s overall population in 1982 to about 19 percent poor today.

During these 30 years, valuable lessons have been learnt on poverty reduction and Gansu Pro-
vincial Poverty Reduction Office has been on the forefront experimenting with and piloting new meth-
ods in poverty reduction, including participatory village development, participatory poverty reduc-
tion, and integration of line bureaus’ efforts in providing technical support and training to farmers.

However, this is no time for complacency — Gansu remains one of the poorest provinces in Chi-
na, and it is time to further strengthen and deepen the efforts in eradicating poverty and obtain new
lessons learnt that can be shared with the global community in the global efforts to reduce poverty.
“Innovation” is the key word for future poverty reduction in Gansu and elsewhere in China. The eas-
y gains are made. Poverty is not anymore as obvious as it used to be. It is more disguised, it is more
dispersed, and it is more pervasive among the vulnerable groups. Emphasis has to now be given to
innovative poverty reduction, integrated poverty reduction, and most importantly poverty prevention.
New ways need to be found to ensure sustainability of interventions, make more efficient use of limit-
ed funding, and follow the changes in society and address the rising urban poverty. We have to fol-
low the guidance of Chairman Mao, “Man has constantly to sum up experience and go on discove-

. . . . . ”
ring, inventing, creating and advancing.

]
Sari Séderstrom ( 7/ r;/jég

Sector Coordinator
Rural Development, Natural Resources and Environment Sector Unit , World Bank Office Beijing
Receiver of the 2002 Gansu Dunhuang Award and 2004 China Friendship Award.
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