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Unit One

‘L exk
Mark Twain, tongue-in-cheek, gives advice to youth. In his inimi-
table style, he doles out advice heavy with irony that should bring a
grin to every reader. Enjoy his humorous approach to life as you
seek to understand the ironies that underlie this essay.

Advice to Youth

Mark Twain

1 Being told | would be expected to talk here, | inquired what sort of a talk
| ought to make. They said it should be something suitable to youth—some-
thing didactic, instructive, or something in the nature of good advice. Very
well. | have a few things in my mind which | have often longed to say for the
instruction of the young; for it is in one’s tender early years that such things
will best take root and be most enduring and most valuable. First, then, | will
say to you, my young friends—and | say it beseechingly, urgingly—

2 Always obey your parents, when they are present. This is the best policy
in the long run, because if you don’t they will make you. Most parents think
they know better than you do, and you can generally make more by humoring
that superstition than you can by acting on your own better judgment.

3 Be respectful to your superiors, if you have any, also to strangers, and
sometimes to others. If a person offends you, and you are in doubt as to
whether it was intentional or not, do not resort to extreme measures; simply
watch your chance and hit him with a brick. That will be sufficient. If you shall

find that he had not intended any offense, come out frankly and confess your-
.1-



self in the wrong when you struck him; acknowledge it like a man and say you
didn’t mean to. Yes, always avoid violence; in this age of charity and kindli-
ness, the time has gone by for such things. Leave dynamite to the low and un-
refined.

4 Go to bed early, get up early—this is wise. Some authorities say get up
with the sun. some others say get up with one thing, some with another. But
a lark is really the best thing to get up with. It gives you a splendid reputation
with everybody to know that you get up with the lark; and if you get the right
kind of a lark, and work at him right, you can easily train him to get up at half
past nine, every time—it is no trick at all.

5 Now as to the matter of lying, you want to be very careful about lying;
otherwise you are nearly sure to get caught. Once caught, you can never again
be, in the eyes of the good and the pure, what you were before. Many a
young person has injured himself permanently through a single clumsy and ill-
finished lie, the result of carelessness born of incomplete training. Some au-
thorities hold that the young ought not to lie at all. That, of course, is putting it
rather stronger than necessary; still, while | cannot go quite so far as that, | do
maintain, and | believe | am right, that the young ought to be temperate in the
use of this great art until practice and experience shall give them that confi-
dence, elegance, and precision which alone can make the accomplishment
graceful and profitable. Patience, diligence, painstaking attention to detail—
these are the requirements; these, in time, will make the student perfect; up-
on these, and upon these only, may he rely as the sure foundation for future
eminence. Think what tedious years of study, thought, practice, experience,
went to the equipment of that peerless old master who was able to impose up-
on the whole world the lofty and sounding maxim that “truth is mighty and will
prevail” —the most majestic compound fracture of fact which any of women
born has yet achieved. For the history of our race, and each individual’s experi-
ence, are sown thick with evidence that a truth is not hard to kill and that a lie
told well is immortal. There in Boston is a monument of the man who discov-
ered anaesthesia; many'peop|e are aware, in these latter days, that that man
didn’t discover it at all, but stole the discovery from another man. Is this truth
mighty, and will it prevail? Ah no, my hearers, the monument is made of hardy
material, but the lie it tells will outlast it a million years. An awkward, feeble,
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leaky lie is a thing which you ought to make it your unceasing study to avoid;
such a lie as that has no more real permanence than an average truth. Why,
you might as well tell the truth at once and be done with it. A feeble, stupid,
preposterous lie will not live two years—except it be a slander upon somebo-
dy. It is indestructible, then, of course, but that is no merit of yours. A final
word . begin your practice of this gracious and beautiful art early—begin now. f
| had begun earlier, | could have learned how.

6 Never handle firearms carelessly. The sorrow and suffering that have
been caused through the innocent but heedless handling of firearms by the
young! Only four days ago, right in the next farmhouse to the one where | am
spending the summer, a grandmother, old and gray and sweet, one of the
loveliest spirits in the land, was sitting at her work, when her young grandson
crept in and got down an old, battered, rusty gun which had not been touched
for many years and was supposed not to be loaded, and pointed it at her,
laughing and threatening to shoot. In her fright she ran screaming and pleading
toward the door on the other side of the room; but as she passed him he
placed the gun almost against her very breast and pulled the trigger! He had
supposed it was not loaded. And he was right—it wasn’t. So there wasn’t any
harm done. It is the only case of that kind | ever heard of. Therefore, just the
same, don’t you meddle with old unloaded firearms; they are the most deadly
and unerring things that have ever been created by man. You don’t have to
take any pains at all with them; you don’t have to have a rest, you don’t have
to have any sights on the gun, you don’t have to take aim, even. No, you just
pick out a relative and bang away, and you are sure to get him. A youth who
can’t hit a cathedral at thirty yards with a Gatling gun in three-quarters of an
hour, can take up an old empty musket and bag his grandmother every time,
at a hundred. Think what Waterloo would have been if one of the armies had
been boys armed with old muskets supposed not to be loaded, and the other
army had been composed of their female relations. The very thought of it
makes one shudder.

7 There are many sorts of books; but good ones are the sort for the young
to read. Remember that. They are a great, an inestimable, an unspeakable
means of improvement. Therefore be careful in your selection, my young
friends. be very careful; confine yourselves exclusively to Robertson’s Ser-

- 3.



mons , Baxter’s Saint’s Rest , The Innocents Abroad [ Here Mark Twain
shamelessly and playfully promotes his own book ], and works of that kind.
8 But | have said enough. | hope you will treasure up the instructions which
| have given you, and make them a guide to your feet and a light to your under-
standing. Build your character thoughtfully and painstakingly upon these pre-
cepts, and by and by, when you have got it built, you will be surprised and
gratified to see how nicely and sharply it resembles everybody else’s.
(1259 words)
fromMolding Personality

Wew Words

didactic /di-,dai'deektik/ a. (fml) (of speech or writing) intended to
teach (esp. a moral lesson) [ EX ] (&
WX F) B, BT

tender /'tenda(r)/ a. young and immature; inexperienced 4 %%
7944 at a tender age / of tender age %)

enduring /in'djuorin/ a. (fml) remaining or continuing in existence
(esp. in spite of difficulty) ; lasting [ iE
KI(BAH BN FH L6 H A

beseechingly /bi'si:tfigli/ ad. (fml) in the manner of entreating or ap-
pealing; sincerely [ iE X, ] # K, B K
e, R 3

urgingly /a:dzinli/ ad. in the manner of trying earnestly or per-
sistently to persuade sb. ; pressingly &7
H; R A2 KW

humor /'hjuima(r)/ v. keep (sb. ) happy or contended by accep-
ting or agreeing to his wishes, even if they
seem unreasonable if 3, i 4

dynamite /'dainomait/ n. 1) powerful explosive used in mining,

etc. HEMH

2) thing likely to cause violent reactions



lark /la:k/ n.

temperate /'temparat/ a.

elegance /'eligans/ n.

precision /pri'sizan/ n.

painstaking /'peinz teikip/ a.

eminence /'eminans/ n.

tedious /'tizdios/ a.

peerless /'pislis/ a.

lofty /"lofti/ a.

maxim /'maksim/ n.
mighty /'maiti/ a.

immortal /i'moa:tal/ a.

BRIRBARLLGEY
any of several small songbirds, esp. the
skylark & R Atef & (L48) Z4£
1) behaving with temperance; showing
self-control A ¥ 4149 ; 541 ¢4
2) (of climate or climatic regions) having
a mild temperature without extremes of
heat or cold ( A& ¥R ) ZFtd; 8
Gk
tasteful and stylish appearance or manner
exactness and clarity ; quality of being pre-
cise; accuracy JEA (1) ;M A (M) ,7%‘%‘
F(R)
done with, requiring or taking great care
or trouble #% /NS F Eh8G ; FE
the quality of being famous or distinguish-
ed, esp. in science, arts, etc. 2 M.E
Ly R(LIEME LAFFT @)
tiresome because of being too long, slow
or dull; boring &~ A K8, TK Z vk
o R RRAALRN
superior to all others; without equal £ 5
IC 2 84 3 I AG
1) (of thoughts, aims, etc. ) noble; ex-
alted H 56,5 5%

2) seeming to be proud and superior;
haughty 28089 ; BraLed ; IR &
saying that expresses a general truth or

rule of conduct & % ,#% %

powerful, strong; great and imposing & X

8,8 N8 AR K, BT 6, AR Y

1) living for ever; not mortal 7~ #5 & ; K
g



anaesthesia (anesthesia) /enis'Gi:zjo/
n.

hearer /'hiara/ n.

hardy /'ha:di/ a.

outlast /,aut'lazst/ ».

feeble /'fizbl/ a.

leaky /"litki/ a.

unceasing / An'sizsip/ a.

permanence /'paimanans/ n.

preposterous /pri'postaras/ a.

slander /'slainda(r)/ n.

indestructible / indi'straktabl/ a.

firearms /'faiora:ms/ n.

heedless /'hiidlis/ a.

2) famous forever; that which or whom
will be remembered forever & 25 &
W A& EH

the loss of bodily sensation ( pain, heat,

cold, etc. ) AR ;BRBE

person who hears sth. , esp. a member of

an audience "y, 9 A

1) (of material) durable; able to stand
wear and tear ( #1#}) & X &+ ) &%

2) (of plants, people or animals) able to
endure cold or difficult conditions; ro-
bust, tough &} % &9 ; fb 70 F 649 ; 3R M
# ;R IR e

last or live longer than sth. /sb. ; survive;

outlive H«---- WA e FEAF K

lacking force; weak; faint % 4 &9 ; & 55

#8549

having holes or cracks that leak & #9; 74

b 5]

going on all the time; incessant *R4%#%;

e

state of continuing or remaining for a long

time KA ;K&

completely contrary to reason or common

sense; absurd F B H ;7 EY

(offence of making a) false statement in-

tended to damage sb.’s reputation & %% ; #k

#

not able to be destroyed R ¥ & X #9

(pl) portable guns of any sort, e. g., ri-

fles, revolvers, etc. (124 X )4 ¥ (v

T EFHRF)

disregarding; inattentive R F 32 & 49 ; R

HmiE E A



battered /'beeta(r)d/ a.

load /1laud/ v.

unerring /,An'a:rin/ a.

musket /'maskit/ n.

shudder /'fada(r)/ v.

inestimable /in'estimabl/ a.

precept /'priisept/ n.

gratify /'greetifai/ v.

out of shape because of age, regular hard
use or frequent accidents ( & T F A .4
EAR S FHIAE R E @) A A
e

put bullets into (a gun) f-F 3¢ LAz

not making mistakes or failing or missing
the mark; consistently accurate A< JG4% 1%
0 R RIRE Rl £ 44

a type of long-barrelled, smooth-bored
firearm used by soldiers from the 16th to
the 19th centuries ( now replaced by the
rifle) KA

shiver violently with cold, fear, etc. ;
tremble X 3, % &

too great, precious, etc. to be estimated

AL EH, KB
1) rule or guide, esp. for behaviour #

2) moral instruction i#f& & F ; 4P

1) (fml) (often pass. ) give pleasure or
satisfaction to (sb. ) [ EX]J(F A F
& DL SLLRLE AXAFHE

2) give (sb. ) what is desired; indulge #%
R BB A

Plnases and Enpmessions

in the nature of

take root

in the long run

being a kind of ; having the nature of; being B -+

M BT —
become firmly fixed or established; begin to grow or

develop #& % Bl A 5. . #4 L R B T ; FHAKKAZ
finally; after a long period; after everything has been
considered &£ ;A KiZ &



act on (sth. )
in doubt

resort to

come out

in the wrong

in time
meddle with
take aim
bang away

treasure up

by and by

Gatling gun /'getliy gan/

Waterloo /'wa( 1) toluy/

act according to (sth. ) ; produce an effect on (sth. )
R ATE (R FY) S A

doubtful ; not sure; in the state of uncertainty }REE#];
EREN RALY

make use of ; turn to ( often sth. bad) for help (to gain
an advantage, often when everything else has failed)
RB i, KB T(BFRFEFH) (FAELLF
Bk R, ARIFHA)

announce supporl or opposition; declare one’s opinion
AFEEREILATFRE

at fault; in error A 4% ; R iE#4

later; at some time in the future; in the end & % ;¥
RS

touch or cause damage to (sth. that is not one’s con-
cern) ; tamper with EL3h; BE3EF; 0543

get ready to hit, throw at, or shoot at by sighting care-
fully B

shoot continually, esp. in a haphazardly fashion % %
&

bear in mind; store (sth. precious) for the future 4&
1T 3,

after a while; before long; soon; shortly R A

Proper Names

R —FZENR, ERLAAFR
Richard J. Gatling (1818—1903) % 87 ]
Hik B AR PIMA] (1815 FEHLF
FA K M Z 4L )



