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About the Author

Bram Stoker was born in Dublin, Ireland, in
1847. He had four brothers and two sisters. His
father worked in a government office. Bram was
often sick as a child. While he lay in bed, his
mother helped pass the time by telling him Irish
legends about fairies and banshees and other
strange things. He also read many books from his
father's library.

When he grew up, Bram enrolled in Dublin’s
Trinity College. He made up for his sickly youth
by becoming a champion athlete. He played soc-
cer and broke records in track.

After he graduated, Stoker took a government
job for a while. He was six feet tall and had a big
red beard. He loved to see plays and later became
a theater critic. He went to all the plays that were
put on in Dublin.

In one of them he saw an actor named Henry

006



Irving playing in Shakespeare’s Hamlet. He and
Irving became friends. Irving hired Bram to run a
theater for him and to help manage his acting career.

Meanwhile, Stoker married and had one son,
Noel. He wrote a book of weird tales for children
called Under the Sunset.

Bram travelled all over the world with Henry
Irving, including America. He met several Ameri-
can presidents and other famous people. He also
became a lawyer. Around 1890 he wrote his first
novel.

Bram had read a story about vampires and it
impressed him very much. He spent a long time
reading the folklore about these bloodsucking
creatures. Dracula was published in 1897, when
Bram was almost fifty. It became his most famous
work.

In all, Bram Stoker wrote 18 books, four of
them novels of the supernatural. He died in 1912
at the age of 64.




People You Will Read About

Jonathan Harker:

Count Dracula:

Mina Murray:

Lucy Westenra:

Dr. John Seward:

Renfield:

A young lawyer who killed
Count Dracula in the end

The vampire

Jonathan’s fiancee who later
became his wife

Mina’s friend who later
became an Un-Dead and was
finally killed

Lucy’s friend who ran a lunatic
asylum

A patient in the lunatic asy-
lum who was willing to serve
Count Dracula and was later

killed by him
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Arthur Holmwood:

Professor Van Helsing:

Quincey Morris:

Lucy’s fiancee who helped to
kill Count Dracula

Dr. John Seward’s teacher, an
advanced scientist who directed
the whole destruction of Count
Dracula

Arthur’s American friend who
helped to kill Count Dracula,

but was killed in the end
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VOclcome to (Tzansqﬂvania/

What a long way this is from England, Jonathan
Harker thought as he looked over the old hotel he had
been given a room in. The old woman who kept the
place looked nearly as ancient herself.

“Here's a letter for you, young man,” she said,
handing Jonathan an envelope.

He opened it quickly, knowing it could come from
only one person—the very one who had brought him
here on this strange journey.

Jonathan read the few lines it contained.

“My Friend—Welcome to Transylvania. Tomorrow
take the coach to the Borgo Pass. My carriage will meet
you and bring you to me. Your Friend, DRACULA.”

ancient /'einfant/ n. FEEIA . coach /kautf/ n. Wik L%
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Jonathan was glad to read the message. It meant
his long journey was almost over. He had travelled
from England all the way across Europe, over mountains,
across rivers and through deep dark forests.
Transylvania was one of the wildest parts of the
continent. In fact he couldn't find the castle of his
host, Count Dracula, on any map.

He was looking forward to meeting the Count and
asking him about some of the strange sights he'd seen
along the way. The people here were descendants of
the Huns and the Turks. The men wore their hair long
and had thick black mustaches. The hills were steep and
wild. Jonathan made sure he noted everything in his
journal so that he would be able to describe all the
marvelous sights to his fiancee, Mina when he returned.

Jonathan was a young lawyer. He had come all
this way to meet with Count Dracula, who had
purchased a house in London, sight unseen.

When he asked the landlord of the hotel and the

old woman, his wife, about the Count, they both

descendant /di'sendant/ n. F3h, E4X, POdERLEY
steep /sti:p/ adj. BEM§#Y, BiRdy i purchase /'pa:tfas/ v. %

marvelous /'ma:velas/ adj. 7T &ilay, !



