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This is a live special report from ABC News. I'm
Bob Walker in New York. In just a moment the
historic debate between President Carter and Gov-
ernor Ronald Reagan. We'll switch now to Cleve-
land Ohio and ABC correspondent Irv Chapman,
[rv?

Chapman: Bob, the scene is set. The Gov-
ernor, the President are in their places. The debate
will begin momentarily. Both men very anxious for
this debate. President Carter, a man who feels that
he can best Ronald Reagan with facts and figures.
Ronald Reagan, a man who feels he can prove, on
this occasion, that he is Presidential timber. And,
of course, he’s done well debating other Republi-
cans. But in those early debates they were trying to
tear each other down and be the alternative to
Reagan and he was left above the battle almost.
That is not a privilege he’s going to have tonight.
Sal?

Sal: Yes, both men are trying to look their
confident best. I've been on debate panel in the
1976 election and the tension is just incredible.
And you can feel it from the candidates. No matter
how experienced they may be, they realize it.

Good evening. I'm Ruth Hinerfeld of the Wo-
men's League of Voters Education Fund. Next
Tuesday is the election day, before going to the
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polls voters want to understand the issues and
know the candidates . . .

Anncr: For the benefit of the audience. In the
hall here in Cleveland in a few moments the debate
will begin — the two candidates, President Carter,
Governor Reagan, a panel of reporters and the
moderator will be Howard K. Smith.

This is the debate of this session, of this
election. There will be no other. No vice-presiden-
tial debate between these two men. Here’s rloward
K. Smith coming.

Smith: Thank you Mrs. Hinerfeld. The League
of Women Voters is pleased to welcome to the
Cleveland, Ohio Convention Center Music Hall
President Jimmy Carter, the Democratic party’s
candidate for re-election to the presidency and
Governor Ronald Reagan of California, the Re-
publican party’s candidate for the presidency. The
candidates will debate questions on domestic,
economic, foreign policy, and national security
issues. The questions are going to be posed by a
panel of distinguished journalists who are here with
me.

They are: Marvin Stone, the editor of U.S. News
& World Report; Harry Ellis, national correspond—
ent of The Christian Science Monitor; William
Hilliard, assistant managing editor of The Portland
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Oregonian; Barbara Walters, correspondent, ABC
News.

The ground rules for this, as agreed by you
gentlemen, are these: Each panelist down here will
ask a question, the same question, to each of the
two candidates. After the two candidates have
answered a panelist will ask follow-up questions to
try to sharpen the answers. The candidates will
then have an opportunity each to make a rebuttal.
That will constitute the first haif of the debate and
I will state the rules for the second half later on.

Some other rules: The candidates are not per-
mitted to bring prepared notes to the podium, but
are permitted to make notes during the debate. If
the candidates exceed the allotted time agreed on,
I will reluctantly, but certainly, interrupt. We ask
the Convention Center audience here to abide by
one ground rule. Please do not applaud or express
approval or disapproval during the debate.

Now, based on a toss of the coin Governor
Reagan will respond to the first question from
Marvin Stone.
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