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Who was Leonardo da Vinci?
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Leonardo da Vinci was a great painter who lived in Italy 500 years
ago. Leonardo lived at a time when art was becoming important.
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Leonardo was also a sculptor, a poet and an inventor. He loved

nature and science. This helped him make his pictures look

like real life.
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Early years ==zz#8

Leonardo was born on 15 April 1452 in Vinci, Italy. The name
“da Vinci’ means ‘from Vinci’. When he was young, Leonardo’s

uncle Francesco taught him about the countryside.
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Leonardo never forgot the long walks in the hills with his uncle.

Many years later he could still paint all the plants he had seen.
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Life in Florence =zgzew®p>

In 1470 Leonardo went to live in a city called Florence. He learned
to paint in the studio of Andrea del Verrocchio. Andrea was one of

many great painters in Florence.
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Two years later Leonardo painted the angel on the left in
this painting by Andrea. Andrea thought the angel was the
best part of the painting.
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Becoming a master s»xim

Leonardo finished his studies soon after painting the angel. He
could have set up his own studio. Instead he stayed in Andrea’s

house.

B BRIATRERE, FRASRRTRTMHOZW, tARIURISCSHIIE
Z=, BRUARBE T ZBNINITEEE,




In 1474 he painted this portrait of a young woman. The
dark trees behind her face make her skin look bright.
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On his own =i

Leonardo was 25 years old when he began working for
himself. He had learned a lot from Andrea. He had also met

many important people.
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This unfinished early painting tells us how Leonardo worked.
The colours are all shades of brown. Leonardo would add the
brighter colours later.
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On to Milan =zx=x

In 1482 Leonardo went to work for the ruler of the city of Milan.
Leonardo lived there with a family of artists called Preda.
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Leonardo and the Preda family worked on this painting of Mary
with the infant Jesus. The lovely mixture of light and dark was
the work of Leonardo.
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