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Last night | dreamt | went to Manderley again. It seemed to me | stood by the iron
gate leading to the drive, and for a while | could not enter, for the way was barr@/to
me. There was a padlock and a chain upon the gate. | called in my dream to the lodge-
keeper, and had no answer, and peering closer through the rusteg/spokes of the gate
| saw that the Iodg\e//vas uninhabited.

No smoke came from the chimney, and the little lattice/windows gaped forlorp
Then, like all dreamers, | was possessqi/éf a sudden/with_supernatural powers and
passed like a spirit through the barrigr/before me. The drive wound away in front of me,
twistingjand turning as it had always done, but as | advanced | was aware that a
change had come upon it; it was narrow and unkept, not the drive that we had known.
At first | was puzzled and did not understand, and it was only when | bent my head to
avoid the low swinging branch of a tree that | realized what had happened. Nature had
come into her own again and, little by Iittle,l in her stealthy, insidioug’ way had
encroache\g/ upon the drive with long, tenacious/fingers. The woods, always a menace”
even in the past, had triumphed in the end. They crowded, dark and uncontrolled, to
the borders of the drive.

The drive was a ribbqu/now, a threag/bf its former self, with gravel surface gone,
and chokqd,bvith grass and moss. The} trees had thrown out low branches, making an
impediment to progress; the gnarle_g/roots looked like skeleton claws. Scattered here
and again amongst this jungle growth | would recognize shrub_s/ that had been
landmarks in our time, things of culture and grace, hydrangeas whose blue heads had
been famous. No hand had checked their progress, and they had gone native now,
rearing fo monster’ height without a bloom’, black and ugly as the nameless parasites
that grew beside them.

On and on, now east now west, wound the poor thread that once had been our
drive. Sometimes | thought it lost, but it appeared again, beneath a fallen tree
perhaps, or struggling on the other side of a muddied ditch created by the winter
rains. | had not thought the way so long. Surely the miles had multipligd', even as the
trees had done, and this path led but to a labyrinthy, some choked wilderngss; and

" not to the house at all. | game upon it suddenly; the approach masked by the unnatural

growth of g vast shrub that spread in all directions, and | stood, my heart thumping in
my breagtg” the strange pri\ck/bf tears behind my eyes.
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Poelioreer

There was Manderley, our Manderiey, secretiy_e/ and silent as it had always been,
[ﬂ)e grey stone shining in the moonlight/éf my dream, the mullioned windows reflecting
the green lawns and the terrace! Time could not wreck the perfect symmetsy of those
walls, nor the site itself, a jew\glﬂn the hollow/of a hand.

The terraQe/slopeg/to the lawng/ and the fawns stretched to the sea, and turning |
could see the sheet of silver placid/under the moon, like a lake undisturbed by wind or
storm. No waves would come to ruffle this dream water, and no bully of cloud, wind-
driven from the west, obscure }he clarily/of this pale sky. | turned again to the house,
and though it stood inviolatg, untouched, as though we ourselves had left but
yesterday, | saw that the garden had obeyed the jungle law, even as the woods had
done. The rhododendrons stood fifty feet high, twisted and entwined/with brack@/,
and they had entered intp allen marriage with a host of nameless shruby, poor,
bastard things that clung-about their roots as though conscious of their spurigus origin.
A lilac had mated with a coppg%eech, and to bind them yet more closely to one
another the ma'levoiem/wy, always an enemy to grace, had thrown her tendrils about
the pair and e them prisoners. Ivy held p,rjgy/place in this lost garden, the long
strands crepgzzrdoss the lawns, and soon would encroach upon the house itself. There
was ancther plant too, some half-breed from the woods, whose seed had been,
scattered long ago beneath the trees and then forgotten, and now, marching in unisop(
with the ivy, mr\thes ugly form like a gignj/rhubarb towards the soft grass where the
daffodils had biown.

Moonlight can play odd tricks upon the fancy, even upon a dreamer’s fancy. As |
stood there, hushed and still, | could sweaf that the house was not an empty shell but
lived and breathed/ as it had lived before.

(Light came from the windows, the curtains blew softly in the night air, -and there,
in the library, the door would stand half open as we had left it, with my handkerchi
on the table beside the bow! of autumn roses.

The room would bear/ witness/to our presence/ The little heapy of library books
marked ready to return, and the discarded copy of The Times. Ash-trays, with the stub
of a cigare\tt94 cushions, with the imgi;u;f’of our heads upon them, loiling in the
chairs; the charred embers of our log firg still smouldering against the morning. And
Jasper, dear Jasper, with his soulful’eyes and great, sagging jowl, would be
stretched upon the floor, his tail a-thump when he heard his master’s footsteps.

A cloud, hitherto unseen, came upon the moon, and hcygr_gd an instant like a
dark hand before a face. The illusion/went with it, and the lights in the windows were
extinguisn_@jI fooked upon a desolate sbgl)f,‘ soulless at last, unhaum@d’ , with no
whisper of the past about its stari[ng walls. B

The house was a Ichrg} our fear and suffering lay buried in the ruins. There
would be no resurrection. When | thought of Manderley in my waking hours | would not
be bitter. | should think of it as it might have been, could | have lived there without fear.
I should remember the rose-garden in summer, and the birds that sang at dawn. Tea
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obscure
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alien
[*eiljan]
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adj. INBEH

desolate

['desalit]

adj. TEREY, T ANMBH
sepulchre
['sepalka(r)]

n. BB

Bo%-¥

ERRESRE, ANNERE, BRABE—WRE, E¥E,
REMNBAEAXNRETRELE, BENRA RS LSRN
BYT e, BRETHE—MBK, HICNTTLETERRIXY
BT BN XX R,

it SFAEE, —HAKXEEM, %5, AESHIBRE
BOEK, MERERNESEATRE, EAXNRETHHBE,
RERRRU RO RABKUEE R, URFZERERR
*, REXERTETENES. RE—REATTF, BATERE
i, BAWERTRIE, hHRNEXIRMEF, ABAEEH
FORMH— BN T APRER], HE8H 50 XRW, MMAAKA
g, HNFEEBHEARE X, RETHHIRTHYRRBEK
BEHASIERIRI, MFERRIACHENLE, —RTERERY
#E—E, TBIESRELBORER, UTHFRERTHE
FAERBAGRINKE, RENTATH, FEREITREE
ERARBAURS, KKNLERIEN, RRBRERLETAS
To BEFN—FEY, FREKERPRAZEY, HHFRA
DAEHERT, RREMERET, 04, ENEREFEHEFE,
LACHBNSFREANAREMNBOBRR S RWENHE
RAvE,

BANBRABRERTANOR. BHEBE, RAL,
WERNMEFRR—ISENLE, MR—NMELEGH. EFRE
AEY, MEEE—H. '

WAERHEE, RRTPERERBIB. MEBHKRIEF
* BRBNUENESTHEFH L. RONFBRAEBELT L,
EHERBRNE L,

HEERMRERNERNNTE, —/NEHRE “SHERE" 28
HEE: EE—FN EBLH, BREEHLBEE, wen
FLOES, EXRBERRNLMERERORE, BPERK
RIRBEERCPRHEAER, HANR, BRAKGTH, RPE
Wik, EMEXARRY, PANTRTEN, —FLZANHS
B, EERCHEEELE A,

BR—HEEIRY, BRER—L£SEEET, BF—KBFEE
ﬁ?ﬁﬂ?‘%g ﬁ—R$¥E&ETEWO %ﬁfﬁl, Eﬁiﬁ?&?» ﬁ}:i
BT B2 RR, RBITNEBEFIXRTRANIERANER,
EASH, KEHRARUMR, IFBEXTERNEFRE,

EFWE— M, BNABANEEERREEECHEE
2R, B~Y)BHRERMES. YRERENHDELNBBE
ERR, MARES®E. MREBIRBLEREEMBLETE, HER
ERFLRFLEBEZERILEFHN—D). NENKAE, B

@ 5 8



under the chestry/tree, and the munqu/ of the sea coming up to-us from the lawns
below.

1 would think of the blown/filac, and the Happy Valley. Qhese things were
permanent, they could not be dissoived. They were memories that cannot hurt. All this |
resolved in my dream, while the clouds lay across the face of the moon, for like most
slespers | knew that | dreamed.)ln reality | lay many hundred miles away in an alien
land, and would wake, before many seconds had passed, in the bare little hotel
bedroom, comfortirlg/fm its very lack-of atmosphere. | would sigh a moment, stretch/
myself and turn, and opening my eyes, be bewijdam)at that gﬁttacigg/sun, that
hard, clean sky, so different from the soft moonlight of my dream. The day would lie
before us both, long no doubt, and unevenﬁyy but Irgy_gm/\jwith a certain stiliness, a
dear tranquillity we had not known before. We would not talk of Manderley, | would not
tell my dream. For Manderlqyyaas ours no longer. Manderley was no more.
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permanent
['pa:manant]

adj. KA, FEAHY
dissolve
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. (V\je can never go back again, that much is certain. The past is still too close to us.
The things we have tried to forget and put behind us would stir again, and that sense
of fear, of furtive unrest, struggling at length to blind unreasoning panic—now
mercifully stiled, thank God—might in some manner unforeseen become a living
companion, as it had been before. }

He is wonderfully patient and never complains, not even when he remembers...
which happens, | think, rather more often than he would have me know.

1 can tell by the way he will look lost and puzzled suddenly, all expression dying
away from his dear face as though swegt/élean by an unseen hand, and in its place a
mask will form, a sculpturegZhing, formal and cold, beautiful still but iifeless. He will
fall to smoking cigarette/after cigarette, not bothering to extinguish them, and the
glowing stubs will lie around on the ground like petals. He will talk quickly and eaggry’
about nothing at all, snatchin\g/at any subject as a panacea to pain. | believe there is a
theory that men and women eme@j;i)ner and stronger after suffering, and that to
advance in this or any world we must endure ordeal/ by fire. This we have done in full
measure, ironic tyﬁough it seems. We have both known fear, and loneliness, and very
great distress. T8 suppose sooner or lat r in the life of everyone comes a moment of trial.
We all of us have our particular de ho rides us and tormqgt/s us, and we must give
battle in the end. We have conquered ours, or so we believe.

The devil does not ride us any ,more. We have come through our crisis, not
unscath\ej of course. His premonmgn/of disaster was correct from the beginning; and
like a ranting actress in an indifferent play, | might say that we have paid for freedom.
But | have had enough melodrama in this life, and would willingly give my five senses
if they could ensure us our present peace and security| Happiness is not a possegsion
to be prized, it is a quality of thought, a state of mind. Of course we have our
moments of depression; but there are other moments too, when time, unmeasured by
the clock, runs on into eterm and, catching his smile, | know we are together, we
march in umson ' no clash pf thought or of opinion makes a barrier between us)

2 P




furtive
['fa:tiv]
adj. IR ER, RAR
SEE, BN, AT

extinguish
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panacea
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We have no secrets now from one another. All things are shared. @anted that our
little hotel is dull, and the food indifferent, and that day after day dawns,very much the
same, yet we would not have it otherwise. We should meet too many of the people he
knows in any of the big hotels. We both appreciate simpli@/ and we are sometimes
bored—well, boredoMs a pleasing antidote to fear. We live very much by_routine,
and |—| have developed a geniQS/{gr reading, aloud. The only time | have known him
show impatience is when the postman lags,/ for it means we must wait another day
before the arrival of our English mail. We have tried wireleégz/, but the noise is such an
irritany, and we prefer to store r excitement; the result of a QLickeL}#\atch played
many days ago means much to us.

Oh, the Test matches that have saved us from ennui, the boxing bauts’, even the
billiard scores. Finals of schoolboy sports, dog racing, strange little competitions in the
remoter counties, all these are grj\s}/to our hungry mill.

Once there was an article on wood pigepny’, f::1 as | read it aloud it seemed to
me that once again | was in the deep wozﬁs gt" ahderley, with pigeons ’ﬂygtgrmg/
above my head. | heard their soft, complacent call, so comfortablie and cool on a hot
summer’s afternoon, and there would be no disturbigg/of their peace until Jasper
came loping through the undergrowth to find me, his damp/ muzzle questing the
ground. Like old ladies caught at their ablution\s/ the pigeons would flutter from their
hiding-place, shocked into silly agitatiof, and, making a monstrous to-do with their
wings, stre‘yﬁsyang g\\us above the tree-tops, and so out of sight and sound. When
they were gone'a new silence would come upon the place, and I—uneasy for no
known reason—would realize that the sun no longer wove a pattern on the rustli
leaves, that the branches had grown darker, the shadows longer; and back at the
house there would be fresh raspbergies for tea. | would rise from my bed of brack
then, shaking the feathery dust of last year’s leaves from my skirt and whistling to
Jasper, set off towards the house, despising myself even as | walked for my hurrying
feet, my one swift glance behind.

How strange that an article on wood pigeons could so recall the past and make me
falter as | read aloud. It was the grey/look on his face that made me stop abrugg/ , and
turn the pages until | found a paragraph on cric v ractical and dull—Middlesex
batting on a dry wickey at the Oval and p”fﬁ ‘Hﬁ* fminable dre yns. l-{ w I
blessed those solid, ffannellea figures, for in a few minutes his face had seﬁ?eg EZE %Mm
into repo§97 N colour had returned, and he was deriding the Surrey bowling in
healthy irritation”" Y &7 |

we were saved a retreat into the past, and | had learnt my lessoh. Read English
news, yes, and English sport, politics, and pomposi\ty/,/ but in future keep the things
that hurt to myself alone. Qhey can be my secret indulgence) Colour and scentf and
sound, rain and the Iappiqg/ of water, even the mists of autumn and the smell of ‘Za%k
flood tide, these are memories of Manderley that will not be denied. | attend all meets,
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indifferent
[in'difarant]
adj. TERER

antidote
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monstrous
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adj. EXRY, BRH, IR
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desm§9
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v. B

falter
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_interminable
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| follow every run. Even the names of those who walk hour@puppie,s/ are familiar to me.
{The state of the crops, the price of iaLcEglg) the mysterious ailments/of swing/ 1 reli
them all. A poor pastime, perhaps, and not a very intellectual/one, but | breathe the
air of England as | read, and can face this glitterigg/sky with greater courage.)

The scrublzpfiney and the crumblingAtones become things of no account, for
if | wish | can give rein :o my imagination, and pick foxgloves and pale campion/ from
awet, streakingfedge/ '

Poor whims 6f fancy, tender and un-harsh. They are the enemy to bitterness and

regret, and sweeten this ex'LLT,I/ e hlv'e zxqught»upoﬁ ourselves.
Because of them | can e ‘;%

f“ S%f ali‘lmn, and return, smiling and refreshed, to

face the little ritual of our tea. The order never varies. Two slices’of bread and butter

each, and China tea. What a hide-bound couple we must seem, clinging. m,bustom

because we did so in England. Here, on this clean baicony,” white and @mnaUM' WAL
with centuries of sun, | think of half past four at Manderley, and the table drawn before

the library fire. The door jygg/open, punctual to the minute, and the performance,
never-varying, of the laying of the tea, the silver tray, the kettle, the snowy’ cloth.

While Jasper, his spaniel ears a-droop, fei epﬁi&f%r? ce to the arrival of the cakes.

That feast was laid before us always, and yet we ate €5 little.

Those dripping crumpets, | can see them now. Tiny crisp wedges of toast, and
piping-hot, floury scones. Sandwiches of unknown nature, mysteriously ﬂg/_ggr_g%ﬁg’qb\
quite delectable/ and that very special gingerbread. Angel cake, that mettegt’i the n %
mouth, and his rather stodgier companion, bursting with peel gnd raisins. There was ”’ﬂ"f"“
enough food there to keep a starving family for a week. | neveryﬁ?\é@ Mﬁt‘j appened to H-
it all, and the waste used to worry me sometimes.

But | never dared ask Mrs Danvers what she did about it. She would have looked
at me in s , ? jing that freezing, superior smile of hers, and | can imagine her
saying: i“%%‘é% %}’ﬁe érﬁ"é’ny complaints when Mrs de Winter was alive.” Mrs
Danvers. | wonder what she is doing now. She and Favell. | think it was the expressj
on her face that gave me my first feeling of unrest. Instinctively | thought, *“She is
comparing me to Rebecca”; and sharp as a sword the shadqyy/came between us...

Well, it is over now, finished and done with. | ride no more tormented;, and both

of us are free. Even my faithful Jasper has gone to the happyg\?ntirlg/grounds, and
I

Manderley is no more. It lies like an empty shell amid\sﬂthe tan hg#:%e d woods,
even as | saw it in my dream. Amulli!_ugg/ot‘);/eeds, a colony © ifas\? imes

perhaps a t[az p will wander there, seeking shelter from a sudden shower of rain and,
RN 1 A s o

if he is stout-heafted, y walk there with lmpum\t/y/ But your timid fellow, your
nervous poacher—the woods of Manderley are not for him. He might stumble upon the

little cottage in the cove and he would not be happy beneath its tf/.n\rr\b_!ed Toof,, e trfi £al
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rain beating a tattoo. There might Iingey’ﬁhe[e still a certain atmosphere of stregs - at
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