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Abstract

This thesis takes Chinese epic TV dramas as its research object. The so -
called epic TV dramas refer to the dramas which take either historical characters
and events, or revolutionary characters and events as their subject matter. These
dramas must narrate a relatively complete significant event and portray one or
several important characters as well as describe the important roles played by
them in the events. The ending of the event and the destiny of characters can be
a tragedy or a tragicomedy, but rarely a comedy. There are tragic conflicts and
solemn and stirring mood in such dramas in general. Whatever the result is,
such dramas tend to convey solemn and noble esthetical connotation, extol great
achievements of important characters, and express heroism and ethos as well as
our national esthetic taste. Thus, this kind of TV dramas takes the realistic road
according to the aesthetic principles and it is only an open form of realism even
if sometimes romanticism is involved in. Therefore, this type of TV dramas will
create a kind of great shocking and appealing atmosphere with great momentum
and grand scenes by adopting the grand namative strategy with extraordinary
characters, intense plot, large scale and strong atmosphere. The narrative pic-
ture will combine such elements as acoustic - optic, space - time video services
and costumes, music and dance etc; make full use of grammatical and rhetorical
charm of the picture in order to achieve true, good, and beautiful level as much
as possible in regard of plastic arts. The majority of the audiences get the aes-
thetic pleasure from this kind of TV drama as that of reading and appreciating an
epic. Those TV dramas that adopt the “epic” concept in both modern sense and
traditional Chinese cultural sense are called “epic TV dramas”.

Epic TV drama is a kind of picture narrative script which rolls poem, histo-
1y, and thought into one. The picture narration in such TV dramas develops its
unique aesthetic appreciation, which brings people pleasantness with its aesthet-
ic characters of being soul - stirring and noble. From the angle of picture narra-

tion, Epic TV dramas, and the like not only preserve the common features
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shared by other TV dramas, but shape their distinctive aesthetic features. The
study on epic TV drama is of great significance, not only in its careful analysis
of the narrative script itself, but more importantly, in its uncovering metaphori-
zation between history and reality, and also in its exploration of the cultural con-
notation with national awareness and of the inheritance of the soul — stirring and
noble aesthetic style.

This thesis explores the art pursuit of the narrative picture of epic TV dra-
mas from different perspectives such as history, culture, aesthetics, narrative
etc. The beginning of this thesis, from the perspectives of esthetics and culture,
defines and interprets the esthetic category and cultural connotation of the epic
TV dramas, and determines that being tragic and being noble are the main es-
thetical characteristics of the epic TV dramas. Epic TV dramas show the tragic
and masculine esthetic features by means of the huge scale, the unlimited pow-
er, and the sublime spirit, and reflect a tragic sense of beauty with intense emo-
tion from the deep Chinese historical resources and human persistent religion.
The narration of the picture of the epic TV dramas seeks the spirit of nationalism
and the heroic feelings through grand narrative from a broad perspective.

Next, this thesis gives a systematic analysis to the narrative aesthetic fea-
tures and cultural connotation in the picture of the epic TV dramas from the
point of many essential factors in narration, such as character portraying, plot
designing, special atmosphere, narrative structure, narrative perspective and
narrative thythm, etc, and the aspect of imaging, e. g. the scene language.

Firstly, this thesis discusses how heroes in the epic TV dramas are shaped
in the dramatic history and in the historical drama, as well as how to achieve the
esthetic expectation in the interactive image between reality and ideal. The pow-
erful function of the picture language of TV drama to stimulate vision and hear-
ing makes the heroes have the spiritual characteristics of being sacred, being
lofty, being tragic, being mundane, and being national.

Chapter Three elaborates the plot construction of the epic TV dramas. For
the plot construction, the narrative picture of the epic TV dramas seeks the ra-
tionality of the conflict construction between the nature of reality and the fiction
of history. It is inevitable to bring about conflict on the authenticity of the history
once literature narration is involved in. How to construct those important events

which happened in the past between reality and history? The picture language of



