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Step 1 An introduction to the topic—Beijing Opera (4 mins)

(1) Ask for students’ ideas about Beijing Opera
(2) Use pictures to introduce the famous Beijing Opera performer Mei Lanfang.

(3) Enjoy one of the famous performances by Mei Lanfang Farewell My Concu-
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bine ({(BHEHME) ).

(4) Have students answer question about the video.

Who are the hero and heroine in video?
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Step 2 Preparation before listening (10 mins)

Activity 1 Discussion on some basic knowledge of Beijing Opera

(1) Provide pictures of the instruments used in Beijing Opera and let students
identify the different instruments according to the pictures. '

(2) Organize a small competition covering information about Beijing Opera in
Exercise 1 and Exercise 2 ( EZX TR R A E RSMBES BUME).

@ Divide the whole class into two groups.

® State the rules: students should answer the questions in complete sentences.

@ Each student can answer two questions at most.

@ Allow students to have enough time to prepare for the work.

® Encourage students to work together for the answers.

® Have the two groups take turns to answer the questions.

@ Announce the final result of the game.

Activity 2 Learning new words

(1) Explain the new words with pictures and English definitions one by one.

@D mask ; something that covers one’s face

) costume; the clothes worn in a play or a film

® acrobatics: movements of one’s body in a skilful way

@ treasure: something with special value

(® combine: mix two or more things

combine work with pleasure (WAHER)
©® represent: The dove represents peace. (FAFEERR) =
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(2) Have students recite the words in limited time.

(3) Have students repeat the words with the help of pictures without referring to
the books.

(4) Practice using the new words in sentences—use the given words to complete

the sentences.

L combine treasure mask acrobatics costume represent

@ This golden ring is a real

@ My mother sewed my for the school play.

® I love watching but it looks very difficult.

@ The first step in making a cake is to the milk and butter.

® The singer wore a that was made of wood.

® Our monitor will the whole class in the meeting.
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Step 3 Listening activities (13 mins)

(1) Draw students’ attention to the listening strategies: predict by scanning the
questions before listening.

(2) Help students figure out the key information that is needed according to the
questions in Exercise 4: “What skills, Where, Why loud music and Why brightly

colored costumes” .

(3) Offer a different version of listening tasks besides the original one in

the textbook

® What skills. . . acting, , singing, dancing and
ljj ® Where... on stages, in , Sstreets, teahouses or

temple courtyards.
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® Why... Because at the beginning, Beijing Opera was performed
mostly

@ Why. .. Because with bright color, their costumes are and the
crowd can

(4) Listening for the first time: have students understand the general idea

(5) Listening for the second time: have students work out key information and
take necessary notes.

(6) Deal with the above exercises and have students answer the questions.
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Step 4 Reading while listening (7 mins)

(1) Ask some questions related to the reading part.

(@D What do you think the people in these pictures are doing?

@ How many people can you see in the picture?

® How many people do they represent on the stage of Beijing Opera?

(2) Have students listen to the interview in Exercise 5.

(3) Explain the reading part with pictures.

(D Though we can’t see a real city, we know that people are in a city from the
virtual city wall.

@ Moving with a peddle in the hands stands for boating.

) Having two flags on each side of a person represents being in a carriage.

@ We can only see seven people on the stage, but they represent an army of
thousands.

(4) Deal with the questions and further explain the interview.

@D What does the stage look like in Beijing Opera?

Answer: Very simple

@ What kind of role do symbols play in Beijing Opera?

Answer: Symbols play a very important role in Beijing Opera.
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Step 5 Discussion in groups (10 mins)

(1) The amazing popularity of Beijing Opera at home and abroad

@ Beijing Opera has been invited to performed in many countries such as Amer-
ica, Britain, Italy and Japan.

@ Many countries have stamps of Beijing Opera, such as Singapore and Korea.

® Foreigners show their interest in Beijing Opera; they even learn to perform it.

(2) Provide three topics for students to discuss.

@ Beijing Opera doesn’ t seem to be popular with young people in China. What
will its future be like? How important is Beijing Opera? What can be done to protect
it?

@ Compare Beijing Opera with popular music.

® Do you like Beijing Opera? Why or why not?

(3) Divide students into several groups and discuss about any of the topics
above

(4) Allow different groups to have the chance to express their opinions about the
discussion

(5) Make a brief summary about the discussion
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Step 6 Assignments (1 min)

(1) Visit the teacher’'s website at http://220. 162. 12. 168/7 userid = 110 "
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for further information about the topic

(2) Write a short passage based on the discussion
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