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4 Confucius said, “Isn’t it a pleasure to learn with a constant perseverance and
application? Isn’t it a delight to have friends coming from distant quarters? Is he
not a man of complete virtue, who feels no discomposure though men may take no note of
him?”
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Youzi said, “There are few who are filial and fraternal like to offend against
their superiors. There has been none who does not like to offend against their
superiors, like to rebel. The superior man pays his attention to what is radical. That
having been achieved, the highest principle will naturally be brought forth. Are filial
piety and fraternal submission not the roots of all benevolence actions.”
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Confucius said, “Those who have sweet words and fine appearances have little to do
with benevolence. ”
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Zengzi said, “I examine myself several times daily: Have I been faithful in working
for others? Have I been sincere in my intercourse with friends? Have I practised the
instructions of my teacher?”
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Confucius said, “In administering a vassel state of a thousand chariots, one should
attend to work with real earnest and treat people with great sincerity, he should
practice economy in expenditure, love for men, and employ his people at the proper

”

seasons.
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Confucius said, “A young man should be filial to his parents at home and polite
to his elders in society. He should be cautious and truthful. He should get along with
others, and cultivate the friendship of the good. If he still has energy to spare, he
should engage himself in studying the literature.”
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Zixia said, “If a man respects those with virtue and withdraws his mind from the
love of beauty; exerts his utmost strength in severing his parents; devotes his life in
severing his prince; even if he has not learned, I will certainly say that he has.”
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Confucius said, “If a man is not grave, he will not call forth any veneration, and
his learning will not be solid. First and foremost he must learn to be faithfulness and
truthfulness. Don’ t make friends not as good as himself. When he has faults, do not fear
to correct them.”
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Zengzi said, “Through carefully performing funeral rites to parents and reverently
offering sacrifices to ancestors, the virtue will be moulded into sincerity and
faithfulness. ”
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Ziqin asked Zigong: “When our Master comes to any state, he does not fail to learn
all about its government. Does he gets the information on his own, or do other people
offer it of their own accord?” Zigong replied: “Our Master achieved all by virtue
of being temperate, kind, courteous, restrained, and magnanimous. His way of getting
information seems quite different from that of others, doesn’t it?”
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Confucius said, “While a man’s father is alive, observe his ambition; when
his father is dead, examine his conduct. If for three years he does not change the
principles of his father, he may be regarded to be filial.”
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Youzi said, “In carrying out the rites, it is precious to harmonize relations. In
the ways prescribed by the ancient sagacious kings, this is the excellent quality. In
dealing with both major and minor assignments, they followed this principle. But when
this rule is no longer applicable, it is not necessary to it only for the sake of it.
The restraints of other rules and rites may be necessary.”
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Youzi said, “If your promises accord with justice, you will be able to fulfill your
word. If your devotion accords with rites, you will keep far from shame and disgrace.

If you make friends with those who deserve your friendship, you will find a reliable
backing. ”
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Confucius said, “A man of virtue does not seek to gratify his appetite, nor does he
seek comforts in dwelling. He is diligent in business and careful in speech, he lives up
to those of virtue and is always ready to correct his mistakes. Such a man may well be
said as being eager to learn.”
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Zigong said, “How do you think a man who is poor but never flatters, and who is
rich but never arrogant?” Confucius said, “He is good enough. But he is not equal to
one who, though poor, is yet cheerful, and one who, though rich, loves the rules of
propriety.” Zi Gong said, “Does this mean as it says in The Book of Poetry, ‘one must
be something like bones, horns, stones or jades which is cut and carved, and then
chiseled and polished?’ ” Confucius exclaimed, “With you Duanmu Ci, I can now discuss
The Book of Poetry. When I have told you what precedes, you know what follows.”
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Confucius said, “I do not worry about others not knowing me; I worry that I do not
know others. ”
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Confucius said, “A sovereign rules by moral force is like the polar-star, which
holds its place while all the other stars revolve around it.”
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Confucius said, “There are more than three hundred pieces in the Book of Poetry,
but the design of them can be embraced in a single phrase, that is ‘Having no depraved
thoughts’ . ”
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Confucius said, “If you govern the people by laws and regulate them by penalties,
they may try to avoid offences and punishments, but will have no sense of shame. If you
lead them by moral principles and educate them by rites, they will not only have a sense
of shame, but also behave well.”
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Confucius said, “At fifteen, I set my heart on learning. At thirty, I was firmly
established. At forty, I had no more doubts. At fifty, I knew the decrees of Heaven. At
sixty, I could judge right or wrong from what I had heard. At seventy, I could follow my
heart’ s desire without violating the regulations.”
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