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PREFACE

In the preface to our Reality Chinese : A Multi-skill Chinese Course for In-
termediate and Advanced Students published in 2006, we made this statement.
“Having taught Chinese in the United States for many years, we were fully
aware of the deficiency of the audio-video teaching materials that could help ac-
quaint the students to the contemporary Chinese society through authentic and
living language. Precisely because of that, we have compiled this textbook. ”
Still for the same reason, we are now offering this volume of Scenario Chinese:
A Multi-skill Chinese Course for Beginning and Intermediate Studenlts. These
two volumes form a series, even though we have not followed the usual order of
publishing the lower-level textbook before the upper-level one.

Thousands of TV series are aired in China every year, but the vast majority
of them are lengthy dramas with dozens of episodes. TV series of independent
mini-plays are rare. So far we have only discovered two such series, Folks Like
You and Me WE A and Stories Amid Ourselves 5357 HIE(EE. The upper-level
volume of our series consists of plays selected from Folks Like You and Me.
Since its publication in 2006, it has been well received by teachers and students.
Recently, it has been introduced into the Republic of Korea by a Korean press.

Stories Amid Qurselves is a series of mini-plays shown on Beijing Televi-
sion. Over three hundred plays have been presented, from which we have se-
lected twenty for this present volume. These twenty mini-plays, each lasting
about five minutes duration, exhibit different scenarios in the metropolitan life
in of Beijing. The characters include white-collar office workers, street ped-
dlers, odd-jobbers from other parts of China, and tourists from foreign coun-
tries. Among them some are old and some are young, one is even blind. The
plays feature a wide variety of characters whose lives are diverse and colorful
and whose stories are vivacious and intriguing.

The plays collected here present vivid and up-to-date spoken Chinese. Since
each mini-play conveniently functions as a unit, this volume can be used either

as a principal or a supplementary textbook. Each unit includes the text, vocabu-
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lary, grammar notes, and exercises, which lay particular emphasis on listening
and speaking. The book targets the beginning and intermediate students, and
the instructors are encouraged to make adjustments of the pace according to the
students’ proficiency levels.

We are thankful to Professor Chu Chengzhi of University of California at
Davis, who kindly helped us select vocabulary with his computer program “Chi-
nese TA”. Thanks are also due editors at the World Publishing Corporation (it
RE B H /AT, whose assistance has been crucial in bringing this volume to
print,

Liu Yuehua, Li Jinyu, Liu Xianmin, Ge Liangyan
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List of Abbreviations

ad. Adjective TE %518
adv. Adverb B8]
modal. Modal verb BB 3hi4]
conj. Conjunction # 14
interj. Interjection L i5]

m. Measure word B2id

n. Noun AT

N. Proper Noun B H 4
num, Numerals 3 iH]

ono. Onomatopoeia R A
part. Particle Bhial
pron. Pronoun awiil
prep. Prepositioh 418

t. Time word B[] 37

v. Verb ZhiA

ve. Verb plus complement 7311%?51%3
vo. Verb plus object HESW
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MIBHH#.68 A Present
#49F Please Listen More Carefully
iIB¥P Returning a Book

EXD Clean Up Your ACt -+eevevrvvsccisieniccicinninnnnn,

P& —: £AF3 Vocabulary Index
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A¥ (Characters)

RXH (Zhang dasGo) —w+ 3% %, AL i ilig,
kX¥ (Zhang dagd) —w+ % % .

¥ %#£dad (zhongnidn funl) —w+ % %,

¥ (XiGo Zhéng) — %, =+ %, "HEEZR.,

KA (yisheng) —=+% %, |
_ J

1, k4 dasdo n. older brother’s wife (form of ad-
dress for a married woman about

one’s own age)

2. B L& kan shangqu  look like

3 kg bijido adv. rather

4, Kig IGta adj. slovenly; sloppy

5., ki dagé n. older brother (form of address for
a man about one’s own age)

6. ¥ zhongnian n. middle age; middle-aged

7. a4 funi n. woman
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eI, A, X, %FNl‘HEfL,}':‘T, 4‘?&71;'”!%&*}*’, ""%‘)L‘?‘TF
EXNT,

RE: %, FBE?

R, EEXW.

ARE: RERFHRIK,

R, BREFH, IRAREK?

WAE. KX RR? BHBEGHE, HRAFAERAAILEG

BRI, RAERR, HIILEAEY, ERFHERERSGT?

AE: REELH, RFFELBBREHAHTTE?

BRI 47T, 77, TR#E, — 2. EXXEELT.

WREF: L, &, KBl

RAER L. B, KA, ERXM?
% oK . XXX |

8. #W z8oshi

n morning marketplace
9. RE yTshang n clothes |
10. & % hinshén n. from head to toe; all over
11, & ~ dao n stripe
12. H % you bing  vo.  be sick; have illness
13. BB ER Xifd gélii dressed ‘up (literally: Western suit and
. - ' leather shoes) .
4. Ei& feihua n. nonsense
15, EX4& mdi bu zhGo ve. unable to buy (something)
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AR XME —T?
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: RAKH, W+ 3¥, HkR, FLFERBEEG L8
MRTIR, SPEEFE Dk

N R &, RRIH, RLRGALE, A—ARELDiElk,

IFREF, Rheceee
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16. #A chdo n. /adj. fashion; fashionable

17. % £ shénmeéi V. appreciate beauty; aesthetics;
aesthetical

18. M. guandian n point of view; standpoint

19. =t tU v spit

20. %74 xiangyd n. ivory

21. AL ER  Qingshan Yiyuan N. Green Hill Hospital

22. ¥k midoshu v describe

23. % iE tezhéng n characteristic; feature

24, % toufa n, hair (on the head)

5. &k shén shang on one’s body

26. AH & gidnlanse n light blue

2. & tidowén n stripe

28. A5 binghdo n. hospitalized patient

29. Bk madjid n vest

30. &% xiansuo n clue; trace

3. i 4 lma adv. immediately

32. i %p tongzht v. /n. notify; inform




# §R: /A7, k¥, +=H=, .

WAk, +=%—EA, XRALHEBEEG? FE/FC, T =%
T,

7 K. AR, TE#%+=. &, ki, aFFT,

A, X%, KT, BT, KRETHFRT.

7 IR BEPEBEEALZETEXRAIED? kK, X EHFRL
T, KAXAERZT, ERA?

WA, A&, KRAE, KL hkELTE,

R B BE? BERT L BRI RE R, HRitL!

R, REZAXAHEN?

(BHFE: BOALH, W+4%, BLXR, 2L FREECTFHFX

AP R E F R D

TR . KRARZBRCEFLR!

AN B W, AR, A, A
Al e, K4, RAF
BEBER, A 4284
rBATIRIR LK

R, R, KAXRAZRSE

Wik, BREXHN,

. MAH, ANHLT, XBKIHIAE, BRELREL.

B, IBBRBET, KRt 2ATG? X, HHRK.

ﬂﬁ: 77:’%\"5, &ﬁ%ﬁi%éﬁ """

AN

B =

33. &K yufan n. fish seller
34. K4 dajié n. eldest sister (a form of address for a
woman about one’s own age)
el sha v. kill
36. B chou v. take a look; look at
37, & fa V. support with the hand
38. ER zhéngchang adj. normal
Par "
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KA. ABRERT, RANRARBLRE, ALATEELH
s PTVAE IR E G eeeeee

NOR KB, K4, BAESE, &k, £, £3XF, KLBXT,
F—2 L RMAE R,

N RETET, HibBART, AAERELERITHE,

N R, FLERE? RIMTGBAKRE T,

BB A RET, AT, #H#GMIT.

KB I, ARRNA R RAMANTRAE,

B 4. #BA7 ZBHZA? ENCLE2ERAERLT.,

NRB:

O, K, ARNRESL, RXLAHE,, SEF ERARFA
FLHERBRERABA, RXELEXG TR

BRRE: MT FX, RMRALKIRT -

SRKFF: 47, ATH4T. 2R T, AaNEER R,

49, @A T  chill by liGo ve. unable to handle (an issue~ or a matter)

v g bu lido (complement following a verb indi-
cating not being able to)
40. 4% lingddo h, leader; superior
41 mn ding jin ve. keep an eye on (somebody) closely;
_ watch

42. AR Ax dui bu zhu ve. be sorry; apologize to

43. X 4= %, zheme hui shir it was like this

44, 3 shén m. set (of clothes)

45. 41 #r ddban n. /v. dress, what one wears; dress up,

make up
46. I ndo V. make a fuss
47, 5w dang chéng ve. take (someone) for (someone else)
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R .
FRAH

KR -

R RH -

48.
49.
50.
g1,

22,
93.
04.
90,
56.
9.
58.

R KL T AR

. BERFEE,

77T, 4

ARBRET

REGEXEZITHH BTN, —HhHEREFR
EL4M, AERXATTH B LD
HhFERT KE.

AEFRBREEAFS & ARG HEFH ARG RIK.

oA, BBABKTHRRRBEAR, KREREBFARF
AXGHBE, RARERERARSE R AR

&,

BARIXAEFRRT, LEFHE L LE, %uzwlvz &,
‘K %NB

il 5
N

F R NE

NTE

2%
RA(—)E
BB MLAE
v — %,
Kok
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guofen adj.

bl xiang hua
rédo V.
chuan yi dai mao

ren ging ve.
haibian n.
youyongyl n.
malu n.

bu (yi) ding
jidng (dianr) guiju vo.
chi yi gian,
zhang yi zhi

excessive

absurd; outrageous
forgive; spare

get dressed (literally: to put
on the clothes

and the hat)

recognize; see clearly
seashore

swimming suit

Street

no one knows; possibly
go by the rules

(see note 8)
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AUFER “BL2” HER.
“#B” carries the meaning of “already”.
(1) &, R, AMRALET.
Gee, it’s almost nine!
(2) WARET, h#ANFHT.
She’s got it. No need for you to say it again.
(3) X#MET, REEE,
It’s dark now. Let’s go home.
. CHTIZAFE, e

“HITEANRE” F 8 “N” RAERER “N W—BRAE, BAREFR
“R” WL, BE, BRIDELBEREENIER.

Here “4™” is not a measure word for the noun that follows. Rather, it is
used to downplay the importance of the action or make it sound more casual.
D BNEAR, ERFAIRERNT?

It is only grocery shopping, and do you want me to get dressed up?

(2 KBET, FLEEHAREBIAE, RKEFH4 265,
He is too lonely, and hopes to have someone to often chat or take a walk
with,

Q) %F, A¥H, 2FEALYHRESRA,

You are really thrifty and don’t even go to see movies.
MR ERE SR R,

At least you should be dressed decently.

REMBREZKRUEHFEANGH. 2FLENGES, Linx
LV FFHLBEEHRYN, “FEREEARL REFABFEAE. —MANE
EERANZFER, HEERANESABEBREESS,

The sentence suggests that the way a person is dressed should be con-

sistent with his or her status and economic condition as well as the nature of
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the occasion,
4. “BEIEI I
You are really fashionable.
“W WEBERFE. HE.
“¥”, which is usually used as a noun, functions here as an adjective. It
TEATS “trendy” or “modish”.
5. “HIEEBEMARHKTR":
BiE, BEE. HREENAHESHTE. WERARRLEE.
Literally, this popular saying means that ivory never comes out of a
dog’s mouth. Metaphorically, it suggests that a bad person should never be
expected to say anything nice.
6. “/ETE":
RIS (4850 ULIEEMEE.
This colloquial formula is sometimes used in trying to stop someone
from continuing to say or do something.
(D) RXM:. +=2H—2N, ERLBELD? BAR, FTZRIIFTTE,
Sister Zhang: Thirteen eighteen, isn’t it written on it? Fine, fine, fine,
round it to thirteen, OK?
XE “BEE” BARGIENTEEL.
Here Sister Zhang uses “f81848” to stop the seller from continuing to
argue.
(2) #%74%F, AT, AXLETE,
OK, OK, OK, no more of it. It’s now settled.
(3) #4348, hAke, HAEFT.
Alright, alright, you go your way and stop calculating.
7. R RRE LB |
You didn’t bring any money, and you want to buy fish?
XE—AREA, BEE: RERAREFR, SADEELA.
This rhetorical question suggests: Since you have no money on you, you
shouldn’t be trying to buy any fish.
8. “m—¥, K—8&":
Experience of failure fosters wisdom.
“I” WERR ‘W ‘% ‘% BRRYW, “L—%" WmEmh—
WRM., #BiF, “K” HERR “WK”, “@” B “G¥%. BH. 8.




