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“However, although these contracts followed the general format to be found in
most shipbuilding contracts and employed wording that is commonly to be found in
shipbuilding contracts, it is a feature of shipbuilding contracts that there are often de-
tailed variations in the wording. These come about in the course of negotiations be-
tween the legal representatives of the builders and the buyers or sometimes because
builders or their legal advisors have their ‘house styles’ ; the principal disputes in
this appeal result from such variations to the SAJ standard form. Thus although the
structure of this contract followed the broad standard form, effect must be given to the
wording of this particular contract, even if that wording had achieved a result which
might not, at first sight, accord with the general purpose of the standard form. A
striking example is the decision of Mr. Justice Ackner in Harland & Woolf Ltd. v.
Lakeport Navigation Co. Panama SA [1974] 1 Lloyd’s Rep. 301.”
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