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This collections gathers photographs of model rooms released in recent
years by 16 of Japan's best known home building companies. Other
volumes were published under the same theme in 1990 and 1993, making
this the third in the series.

Houses in Japan changed drastically following the Second World War, as
the prevalent opinion of the time was that it would be cultural and
progressive to embrace Western interior styles. However, there are large
differences between the lifestyles of Japan, where it is the custom not to
wear shoes indoors, and those of the West. In addition, because elements
of traditional Japan and the West coexist in the daily lives of the Japanese
and there is a general lack of land for residential properties in Japan, the
present day is characterized by a hodgepodge of many different values and
lifestyles.

On the other hand, given the experience of the past 50 years, it seems safe
to view this jumble of values and lifestyles as converging at last within a
specific framework. Because home building companies have devoted their
efforts through the years to defining the future of housing, this design
collection will no doubt become the most efficient reference resource for
people in search of their ideal home. In other words, for people thinking
of building a new home and those who wish to renew the interior of their
current home, this volume should serve as an extremely convenient image
guide. Furthermore, residential architects and interior designers should
also find this collection a vital tool in their work.

For the reader's reference, following are the areas that should be focused

on by people who design interiors.

(1) Trends in interior design

In a world of diverse intermingling designs, a recent noticeable trend has
been the reemergence of Japanese styles, or the move to embrace again
the refined sense of beauty of traditional wooden spaces. This trend might
be said to reflect the idea of coexisting with the natural environment as
well as the renaissance of Japan's "culture of wood". Another essence that
should be mentioned is the human engineering check. Today, human
engineering has become common, and designers should pay close
attention to ensuring the safety and convenience of homes, including the

lack of barriers.

(2) Progress of the home building industry and diffusion of home
components

Great technological advancements have been made since the home
building industry was born about 30 years ago. One reason for these
advancements has been the birth and wide diffusion of home components.
In the early years of the industry, the idea was to build complete homes,
but today only the frameworks of homes are constructed on-site. The
remainder of the job is bringing in components for assembly within the
framework. Homes have thus gone the way of automobiles, becoming an

assembly industry.

Preface

Jiro Kohara
Trustee and professor, Chiba Engineering University
President of Japan Society for Interior Studies

Homes do not undergo a single span of aging. Therefore, choosing

modules beforehand makes it possible to change a single component of the

home in the same way one ‘buys individual electric appliances as needed.

Such a method makes renovations more efficient and less time-consuming.

(3) Progress in interior coordination and renewal techniques

The quality of today's interior planners and coordinators is high. As a
result, the range of components for renewal has grown, and technological
advances have been made. The most difficult residence in this field is the
separated condominium, for which the professional field of reform
manager has been created. Residence owners can ask these professionals
for advise as required. Meanwhile, home builders are setting up
permanent showrooms, making it easier to thoose products, so a prudent

method of building a home is to skillfully utilize these information sources.

(4) Invisible interior design

Recently, a growing amount of attention has been paid to the problem of
pollution of the interior environment. Until now, color and form have
been the primary concerns of interior design, but in the future invisible
elements, such as sound, illumination, heat and air will likely grow in
importance. In addition, in the area of building materials the greatest
consideration must be given to topics such as maintaining the environment
and not using materials in excess, rather than to material availability,
stable prices and ease of use. Another worldwide trend is the increasing
focus on manufacturing materials that do not harm the environment when
thrown away. These items should also be considered in the framework of

interior design.

Keeping in mind the above points, striking a balance with the interiors
each user seeks, I hope that readers of this volume will aim for the

building of excellent homes.
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TOYOTA MOTOR CORP.(TOYOTA HOME)

Espacio ‘EL3, Komazawa Model Type

JA-TIL3 BRETILVIAT LIYEHHE(FIFK—L)

2

L 2V
12




=HDiR—/L ~ Genius Ceramics MISAWA HOMES CO. LTD

(%2}
=
]
o)
-
o
w
o
o
Q
Dt
o
=3
o
e
O
fe)
35
3
@
3
)
o
=
QO
<
ps
o
=
5]
=
=
@
= =
S)
=
(2]

AN

)

®-1—FJ1s—)b L KFMN\DAT New Zephyr L  DAIWA HOUSE INDUSTRY CO. LTD.




S1ID}Sg / Ss}IPH Adjugz

L)
RS
4

.
<

@
o

»
52




e

U] dwoH Areiodweiuo) Jo uondsles qiedns

S10LS



