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Directions; Go over the passage quickly and answer the

3, f 1t
questions. For questions 1 —7, mark Y (for YES) if the DR : 11720

Schr I
passage; N (for NO) if the statement contradicts the information given in the
passage s NG ( for NOT GIVEN) i f the information is not given in the passage.

statement agrees with the information given in the

For questions 8 — 10, complete the sentences with information given in the

passage.
Wedding Customs and Superstitions

There are many customs and superstitions associated with weddings. In the
past, a wedding was seen as a time when people were particularly susceptible to
bad luck and evil spirits. So people usually do something special to avoid troubles
or bad luck. Many superstitions were passed on from generation to generation.
Some are modifications of customs which began many centuries ago. Different
cultures have different superstitions, and the following are some sayings which
are popular in western countries,

Choose the Day

Although most weddings now take place on Saturday, it was considered

unlucky in the past. Fridays were also considered unlucky, particularly Friday
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the 13th. The famous old rhyme advises a wedding in the first half of the week:
Monday for wealth
Tuesday for health
Wednesday the best day of all
Thursday for losses
Friday for crosses 4
Saturday for no luck at all
Advice on which month to marry in is given by the following rhyme:
Married when the year is new, he'll be loving . kind and true.
When February birds do mate , you wed nor dread your fate.
I f you wed when March winds blow, joyand sorrow both you'll know.
Marry in April when you can, joy for maiden and for man.
Marry in the month of May, and you'll surely rue the day.
Marry when June roses grow, over land and sea you'll go.
Those who in July do wed , must labor for their daily bread.
Whoever wed in August be, many a change is sure to see.
Marry in September’s shine ., your living will be rich and fine.
If in October you do marry, love will come but riches tarry.
I f you wed in bleak November , only joys will come , remember,
When December snows fall fasts marryand true love will last.
Marry in May and you'll live to rue the day.

May has been considered an unlucky month to marry in for a number of
reasons. In Pagan times the start of summer was when the festival of Beltane was
celebrated with outdoor orgies. This was therefore thought to be an unsuitable
time to start married life. In Roman times the Feast of the Dead and the festival
of the goddess of chastity both occurred in May. The advice was taken more
seriously in Victorian times than it is today. In most Churches the end of April
was a busy time for weddings as couples wanted to avoid being married in May,
Queen Victoria is thought to have forbidden her children from marrying in May.

Wedding Dress Color

Most brides today marry in white which symbolizes maidenhood. Their
tradition started by the rich in the sixteen century. The tradition was given a
boost by Queen Victoria who chose to marry in white instead of silver which was

the traditional color of Royal brides. Before the white dress brides wore their best
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dress. The color was a matter of preference. The following is a traditional rhyme

offering advice on dress color:
Married in White, vyou have chosen right,
Married in Blue. your love will always be true,
Married in Pearl ., you will live in a whirl,
Married in Brown , you will live in town,
Married in Red y you will wish yourself dead ,
Married in Yellow, ashamed of your fellow,
Married in Pink, your spirit will sink,
Married in Grey, youwill go far away,
Married in Black . you will wish yourself back.

On the Way to the Wedding

When the bride is ready to leave the house for the wedding ceremony a last
look in the mirror will bring her good luck. However, returning to the mirror
once she has begun her journey will result in bad luck.

Seeing a chimney sweep on the way to a wedding is thought to bring good
luck and it is still possible to hire one to attend wedding ceremonies. Other good
luck omens when seen on the way to the ceremony include lambs, toads, spiders,
black cats and rainbows,

Seeing an open grave, a pig, a lizard(#f4)) , or hearing a cockerel (/[N 3%)
crow after dawn are all thought to be omens of bad luck. Monks and nuns are also
a bad omen({EJk). This may be because they are associated with poverty and
chastity. They are also thought to signal a dependence on charity by the
newlyweds,

Bad weather on the way to the wedding is thought to be an omen of an
unhappy marriage, although in some cultures rain is considered a good omen.
Cloudy skies and wind are believed to cause stormy marriages. Snow, on the
other hand, is associated with fertility and wealth.

Superstitions are culture-characterized. Maybe they are not scientific
enough, but they convey the best wishes and some of them have come parts of

customs. (807 words)

1. Nowadays most weddings take place on Saturday.
2. According to the famous old rhyme, it is advisable to get married in the first half
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of the week.

3. May, the start of summer, was thought to be a suitable time to start married
life.

4. After May most churches welcome their busy time for wedding.

5. The rhyme tells us that people who do wed in July will live a hard life.

6. The custom that most brides marry in white started by the rich in Victorian time.
7. In the traditional rhyme offering advice on dress color, white stands for true love.
8. Today bride's wearing white symbolizes .

9. Before the bride leaves the house for the wedding ceremony will

bring her good luck.
10. are believed to cause stormy marriages.

Directions: Go over the passage quickly and answer the -
Sioms dioms 1 — : WA 12457

questions. For questions 1 — 7, mark Y (for YES) if the

SRR

passage; N (for NO) if the statement contradicts the information given in the

passage ;s NG ( for NOT GIVEN) if the information is not given in the passage.

For questions 8 —10, complete the sentences with information given in the

statement agrees with the information given in the

passage.
Build Your Credit When You Have Major Life Events

Many of life’s major changes can impact your credit, but keeping these
credit-savvy tips in mind can help you keep and build your credit, so it’s always
available when you need it.

Your Marriage and Future

Getting married brings many financial opportunities to couples who can
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combine their resources. As you plan your wedding day, plan for your future too
and take these steps to keep your credit in tiptop shape.

Notify creditors and credit bureaus if you change your name. When you
change your name at marriage — or any other time — it’s important that you
make sure your creditors and the credit bureaus are notified of the change.
Otherwise you might lose your credit history.

Keep credit in your name. Women especially must take care to keep some
credit in their own name. (e. g. “Jane Smith” rather than “Mrs. James Smith”).
Every year women who have never paid a bill late are denied credit because they
have no credit history in their own name.

If either you or your spouse-to-be has had trouble getting credit alone, try
setting up a joint account to capitalize on your shared income and/or one person's
stronger history. As your joint account history grows, you should each acquire
and maintain an account of your own as well, to establish your credit on an
individual basis. As you establish individual accounts, you might close some extra
joint accounts, keeping only those you actually use.

Buying a Home

The financial rewards of owning a home are extensive. When you own your
home, the monthly payments become part of a savings plan. It does this when
your home increases in value over time, you can use the equity for other major
purchases or turn it into cash by selling it, and not have to worry about interest
on the purchase. When it comes to how much you can afford. that’s for the
lender to decide. The lender will consider how much you have available for a
down payment and then calculate your debt payments, income, and credit
history.

Buying a home — especially for the first time — makes significant demands
on personal credit. It requires a solid credit rating, and once it takes place it can
dramatically change some credit dynamics (&) 77). On the other hand,
homeowners build equity — an asset that contributes to their net worth — with
each mortgage payment. They also establish another level of credit history and
stability by making their mortgage payment on time. On the other hand, a
mortgage is a large loan, and may impact things like your debt-to-income ratio in
the first years of the loan. Make sure when applying for a large loan you check

your credit report first, to assure yourself that it's free of any inaccuracies that

o
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might hinder your loan process.

Starting a Family

Beginning a family is another life change that puts demands on your finances,
As many soon-to-he parents find out, bills can quickly pile up as they prepare
their homes and lifestyles to accommodate the newborn. Nevertheless, it's more
important than ever to avoid overextending your credit when you start having
children. That way you know your credit will be available when your need it —
like 18 years from now when those tiny infants head off {or college.

Divorce

If youre faced with divorce or separation, you encounter many new
challenges. One is determining how to separate your finances, including your
debt and credit relationships.

Although even in good times many couples find it hard to talk about financial
issues, it is essential that you communicate about credit during the divorce. Ask
yourself these questions;

Can we put our differences aside and talk about the financial issues of our
separation?

How can we make as clean a financial break as possible?

Can we analyze our debts and determine between ourselves who will be
responsible for what?

When couples are going through a divorce, they must remember that their
joint accounts mean that both are still responsible in paying their debts to the
creditor.

A divorce decree does not change the legal contract you and your former
spouse made with creditors. You must arrange with creditors to change
responsibility.

Keep paying bills to preserve good credit: even if it’s your spouse’s debt, it's
still your credit rating.

The Death of a Spouse

If your spouse should die, a creditor cannot automatically close or change the
terms of a joint account. In some instances, a creditor may ask you to update
your application or re-apply. This can happen if the initial approval was based on
all or part of your spouse’s income or if the creditor has reason to suspect your

income is inadequate to support the credit line,




