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ivTERNATIONAL OrLynvmeic CoMMIT TR

It is indeed a pleasure to introduce the books that present my Olympic
collection of blocs of four, which | have donated to the Olympic Museum.

The Post and Telecom Press, editors and publishers of Philatelic Books,
has made very large efforts to reproduce faithfully and artistically the
entire collection.

The publishers have collaborated closely with 10C Philately and the
Olympic Museum. This collaboration resulted in these magnificent books,
which are a milestone in philatelic literature.

The main editorial work was done in China by the Post and Telecom
Press, and | wish to congratulate the editors on their successful
accomplishment. | am sure that the future owners of these books will get
a better insight to Olympic Philately and what it stands for.

Olympic Philately was my passion for many decades and | am glad that
through these books my passion is transmitted to the Chinese
population.

VILLA DU CENTENAIRE, AV. DE UELYSEE 28, 1006 LAUSANNE, SWITZERLAND
TEL. (41-21) 621 63 88/89 - FAX (41-21) 621 63 94 - TX 454 024 CIO
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Congratulations by Mr. He Zhenliang to The
Complete Works on Olympic Sports Stamps
of Samaranch

The most attracting focus in the largest scale in the world, the Olympic movement is an
international social and cultural activity, advocating the integration of sports with a variety
of cultural and artistic forms including philately.

Mr. Juan Antonio Samaranch, the life honorary president of the International Olympic
Committee, is a world-famous social activist, who made great contributions to the modern
Olympic movement. He is also a well-known master on philately, and no one’s collection
is on a par with the Olympic sports stamp collection built by him. Mr. Samaranch fulfilled
the ideal of P. de Coubertin, initiator of modern Olympic Games, and in 2000 when the
Olympic Museum was completed in Lausanne, Switzerland, Mr. Samaranch donated his
Olympic sports stamps generously to the museum. Until now, he still holds the post of
chairman of the IOC Commission for Philately, Numismatic and Memorabilia.

As an old friend of the Chinese people, Mr. Samaranch supports energetically China’
s holding of Beijing 2008 Olympic Games and China’s philatelic activities. Though near
his 90s, Mr. Samaranch still spares no effort to pay close attention to the development
of Olympic movement and culture and to promote carrying forward the Olympic spirit
through various forms.

Under the support of Mr. Samaranch, the complete collection of Olympic sports stamps
collected by him will be published by the Post and Telecom Press during Beijing
Olympics, which will provide an opportunity for readers to admire his rare collection and
the charm of the athletic sports. This is an event worthy to celebrate.

Sincere congratulations to Mr. Samaranch and the Post and Telecom Press!

He Zhenliang
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Preface

It is indeed a pleasure to introduce the work edited by the Post and Telecom Press.
representing my collection of all Olympic stamps in blocs of four, which | donated to the
Olympic Museum.

My collection started with a gift of my father, a philatelist of renown, the first set of
Olympic stamps, the much sought for, set of 1896.

Being a practising sportsman myself, this gift was the inspiring element to start me on
sport and Olympic philately.

The times were difficult and it was not sure how the Olympic Movement would prevail
after WWII. There were only Olympic stamps issued by that time, but | believed that the
Olympic Games would again be celebrated and that stamps would be an important part of
its heritage.

The challenge was big and | was searching for some significant uniqueness for my
collection; the idea of blocs of four was a solution to my query. The blocs would enhance
the dimension of the stamps and permit to see the themes as if enlarged artificially.

My active participation in the International Olympic Committee and my term as President
of the I0C gave me even more inspiration to measure the importance of stamps as
harbingers and messengers of the Olympic Games and Movement, and my desire to
make this collection unique and complete never wavered.

When | decided to realise the dream of P. de Coubertin, the construction of the Olympic
Museum, it was only natural that a special area was dedicated to Olympic stamps. To
give this area an immediate meaning, | decided to donate my collection to the Museum, in
2000

My ardent wish is that this collection will inspire philatelists and mainly visitors of the
Olympic Museum to grasp the meaning of stamps and hopefully introduce them to the
large circle of Olympic philatelists.
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COMITE INTERNATIONAL OLYMPIQUE
DEPARTEMENT PHILATELIQUE

The core and pride of the Olympic Museum’s philatelic area is the Juan
Antonio Samaranch Donation.

The donation is a unique and complete collection of all Olympic stamps,
ever issued, in blocs of four. No other Olympic philatelist has ever
thought or even endeavoured to invest his or her efforts in such a
gigantic task.

Philatelists and visitors erroneously believe that this collection was
mounted with the aim of increasing monetary value. While the value is
certainly a fact, this was not Juan Antonio Samaranch’s aim: his aim was
to give another dimension and vision to small images — stamps — in the
world of Olympic art and culture.

It is rather difficult to express on a small size, such as stamps, the idea
behind the design and for that reason famous artists are employed by
postal administrations to design stamps. The solution to enlarge the
design and allow for a more complete vision, as if projected on a large
screen, is to present the stamp in a bloc of four. This configuration
permits to give strength and power to the image and the details of the
artistic presentation; it enhances the movement of the athlete or the
symbolic meaning that is wished to show.

This collection gives new meaning to Olympic stamps and makes it a
pillar of Olympic art.

As such the book presenting the faithful photos of the collection will be

welcomed by its owners, giving them an insight of what can be
expressed by stamps in Olympic heritage, history and accomplishments..

Manfred B an
’7{). £

VILLA DU CENTENAIRE, AV. DE UELYSEE 28, 1006 LAUSANNE, SWITZERLAND
TEL. (41-21) 621 63 88/89 - FAX (41-21) 621 63 94 - TX 454 024 CIO
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Editor’s Words

In 1993, our press published The Olympic Sports Stamp Collection of Samaranch that
covered part of the Olympic sports stamps collected by Mr. Samaranch and issued by
all host countries for various Olympic Games. In the process, we were honored to enjoy
his collection of the Olympic philatelic items with admiration, on the time of which we
conceived to publish the complete collection of the Olympic sports stamps collected by
Mr. Samaranch. In 2000, Mr. Samaranch donated all his philatelic items to the Olympic
Museum in Lausanne, Switzerland, and this strengthened our resolve further to let
more people to understand the noble mind of Mr. Samaranch and the great contribution
he made to the Olympic Movement through the publication of The Complete Works on
Olympic Sports Stamps of Samaranch.

We are grateful to Mr. He Zhenliang, chairman of the IOC Commission for Culture and
Olympic Education, and through whose communication, Mr. Samaranch authorized with
pleasure the Post and Telecom Press to publish the complete collection he donated
to the Olympic Museum bilingually in Chinese and English and to distribute globally.
He expressed his wishes clearly also on the occasion that after the publication of the
works, he would send them to all the members of the Olympic family, and this revealed
his lofty sentiment in transmitting the Olympic spirit and carrying forward the Olympic
culture, which moved us greatly.

Nearly 10,000 blocks of four stamps witnessed the brilliant course and concentrated
the cultural quintessence of the Olympic movement of a century, and readers could feel
the intense emotion of every Olympic games through these stamps. After revisions of
ten times, an exquisitely carved cadenza of all the Olympic games surges at front of
us, which is performed with stamps as the musical notes, and through these illustrated
books with stamps as the vision, we intend to transmit the Olympic spirit over the world,

not only in the sports and philatelic circles, but in a broader scope.

Seven years elapsed from the first planning to the publication of these books, and the
stamp designs sent from Switzerland filled 233 discs. From the first phase of planning
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to the later phase of compilation, many units and personages gave us a great help,
including the Olympic Museum, and IOC Commission for Philately, Numismatic and
Memorabilia, as well as Mr. Manfred Bergman, Ms. Jocelyne Bernhard, and Messrs
Chen Yue, Chen Zheng, Feng Shula, Meng Yuwei and others. In the compiling
and publishing processes of these books, Messrs Ji Zhonghua, Du Fusheng, Lv
Xiaochun, Liu Huiming, and others expended a great deal of their efforts to the
books. Mr. Huang Jianlin planned the theme of, Mr. Feng Wei provided a lot of text
data for, and Mr. Di Chaoying compiled all the manuscripts of the books, while Mr.
Wang Anjun and Ms. Shi Min revised all the Chinese and English manuscripts and
stylistic layouts of the works, all of which indicated that it was all their energetic
supports in various phases that condensed the splendid masterwork in 5 volumes

titled The Complete Works on Olympic Sports Stamps of Samaranch.

On this occasion, we convey our sincerest thanks to Mr. Samaranch and Mr. He

Zhenliang as well as to all the personages who contributed to the books.

The Post and Telecom Press

July 2008
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