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Getting Close to the Hometown
of Confucius Tasting the
Charm of Shandong

(A Substitute for Preface)

By Li Qun,

Member of the Standing Committee

Director-General of the Publicity Department

Shandong Provincial Committee of the Communist Party

of China

Shandong is the birthplace of Confucius. It is the
province where renowned Mount Tai stands and the spec-

tacular Yellow River runs into the sea. It is well-known
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being the hometown of Confucius and Mencius and a place
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of rites and courtesy. With its time-honored and splendid
history, beautiful scenery, distinctive culture and consid-
erable economy, people here live a better-off and peaceful
life. The people of Shandong have long been acclaimed for
their honesty and integrity, generosity and tenacity, dili-
gence and respect for manners and justness. While China
launched its opening-up and reform drive 30 years ago and
especially since recent years, the people of Shandong have
been working in the spirit of reform and innovation, open-
ness and magnanimity, honesty and boldness to achieve o-
verall sound economic and social progress at a fast pace.
Their efforts, thus made, have promoted great dynamism
of nowadays society and presented to us an amazing and
magnificent picture of Shandong.

Shandong Province lies on the east coast of China and
at the lower reaches of the Yellow River. It borders on the
Bohai Sea and the Yellow Sea and overlooks the Korean
Peninsular and the Japanese Archipelago across the vast
stretch of sea. It has a population of 93. 67 million, 157,
100 square kilometers of land area and 3,100 kilometers of
coast line. Within the Province, there are 17 municipalities
and 140 counties (cities and districts). Its capital, Jinan,
is dubbed as the City of Springs while Qingdao hosted the
Sailing Regatta of the 2008 Beijing Olympic Games.

As one of the cradles of Chinese civilization, Shan-
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dong is a place of profound cultural heritage. It was the o-

riginal place where ancient human being lived and spread
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back as early as 400,000 and 500,000 years ago. The well-
known Beixin Civilization, Dawenkou Civilization and
Longshan Civilization all originated from here and the ear-
liest ancient Great Wall of Qi State time was also found
here. The Province has turned out a great number of his-
toric celebrities including “Sage of Intellectuals” Confu-
cius, “The Lesser Sage”Mencius, “Sage of War” Sun Zi,
“Sage of Wisdom”Zhu Geliang and “Sage of Calligraphy”
Wang Xizhi, just to name a few, whose influence is still
significant in Chinese civilization or even the civilization of
the entire world. Modern and contemporary history also
witnessed generations of well-known figures being pro-
duced in this land. In recent years, led by the major cul-
tural brand of Confucianism, multiple and distinctive cul-
tural brands such as Lu-State Culture, Qi-State Culture,
“Red” (Communist Revolutionary) Culture, Canal Cul-
ture, Coastal Culture, Mount Tai Culture as well as folk
culture all have presented themselves and formed a color{ul
cultural picture of Shandong.

Shandong is a resourceful province. It is rich in min-
eral resources and there are altogether 150 varieties found

in the Province, including 15 varieties of pillar minerals
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with proven reserves on which national economy is de-
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pendent and 8 varieties including gold mines topping the
country in terms of reserves. Shandong also boasts abun-
dant biological resources with 3, 100 kinds of various
plants, some of the produces such as apple of Yantai, pear
of Laiyang, peach of Feicheng and small Chinese dates of
Laoling, etc. are known across the country. The marine
resources of Shandong are unique. There are some over
260 varieties of fish and prawn staying and migrating in in-
shore Shandong, and the outputs of shrimp, scallop, aba-
lone, sea cucumber and sea urchin rank the first of the
country.

The tourist renounces are countless. “World Natural
Heritage” —Mount Tai, “World Cultural Heritage” —Con-
fucius Temple, Confucius Mansion and Confucius Ceme-
tery, etc., all enjoy worldwide acclaim.

Keeping along with the Republic’s reform and devel-
opment, Shandong has been witnessed huge changes tak-
ing place in all economic, political, cultural and social sec-
tors. Splendid historic achievements have been accom-
plished.

— The overall economic strength has been increased
by a large margin. The comprehensive agricultural produc-
tivity has been strengthened year by year. The efforts of
building a strong manufacturing industry are faring

smoothly with the degree of output generated by high and
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new technology industries increased and the mode of eco-

nomic growth quickly transformed. In 2007, the GDP of
the Province was 2. 58877 trillion Yuan, per capita GDP
was 27,723 Yuan, local fiscal revenue reached 167.45 bil-
lion Yuan and the profit generated by enterprises with an-
nual output value above 5 million Yuan amounted to 3, 389
billion Yuan.

— Significant achievements have been made in reform
and opening-up drive. The comprehensive reform in rural
areas is getting well underway while the reform in state-
owned sector and other systems like economics and taxa-
tion, investment, price, finance and land, etc., is deepe-
ning. The non-public economic sectors are developing in a
sound track and the degree of participation of Shandong in-
to the international competition and cooperation has been
greatly enlarged. In 2007, the import and export volume
reached 122. 6 billion dollars and altogether 130 Fortune
500 companies had made their investments in Shandong till
that year.

— Infrastructure facilities are under constant develop-
ment and expansion. The fundamental support by energy,
hydraulic and transportation facilities have been further
strengthened. Till now, the Province has installed elec-

tricity power generation capacity of 55,400 mw, the mile-
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age of high way of 4,033 kilometers, electrified railway of
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1,041 kilometers and the port handling capacity of 580 mil-
lion tons. Two new airports, Jinan and Qingdao, have
been opened to businesses. Expected results have been
materialized by stages with regard to three major engineer-
ings, namely, Diversion of Water in the South to the
North, Diversion of Yellow River Water to the Jiaodong
Peninsular and Diversion of Huaihe River Water to East
and Nansi Lake Water to the South.

—Regional development has yielded positive results.
The mechanism responsible for coordinating regional de-
velopment has been gradually improved and the city cluster
in the peninsular has been developed and expanded. Jinan
is now playing an increasingly role in accumulating all fac-
tors needed for economic development and benefiting the
areas with its radius. Qingdao, likewise, is playing a simi-
lar role in heating up its economy and that of surrounding
areas. To make things better, there is a strong momentum
for economy in all counties to grow. The Economic Belt a-
round Jinan City Cluster, the Economic Belt in the South
Part of Shandong, the High Efficiency Ecological Econom-
ic Area in Yellow River Delta and Marine Economy Devel-
opment have all been launched.

— The city and countryside appearance has had a re-
markable change. The new developments in rural areas are

moving forward in a solid way and the working and living
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