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The Orange Vendor

The Orange Vendor
Liu Ji

A fruit vendor of Hangzhou was so skilled in storing
oranges the whole year round that when he brought out his
spendid wares, bright as gold and smooth as jade, people
flocked to buy them at ten times the market price, 1
purchased one myself, but to my amazement when I opened it
something like smoke puffed into my mouth and nostrils, and
I found the inside as shrivelled as old cotton wadding.

“Are you selling these to be put in sacrificial vessels and
offered to the spirits?” I demanded. “To be served to guests?
Or just to impose on fools? This is a disgraceful swindle. ”

“I have earned my living in this way for years,” the man
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The Orange Vendor

replied with a smile. “And none of my customers has ever
complained. Who are you, sir, to find fault? There are plenty
of worse cheats in the world than me, I'd have you know!
Those generals with tiger tallies seated on tiger skins look
like magnificent defenders of the state but have they mastered
military strategy? Those ministers with imposing headgear
and belts look like dignified officers of the court, but can they
really administer the state? They neither prevent revolts nor
relieve the sufferings of the people, neither check corrupt
officials nor rectify violations of the law. Instead they sit
around wasting government grain without any sense of

shame. True, they stay in lofty mansions, ride on big horses,
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The Orange Vendor

feast on wine and meat and appear splendid and awe-
inspiring, yet their fine gold and jade exteriors hold nothing
but old cotton wadding. Why don’t you investigate them
instead of finding fault with my oranges?”

1 was silenced and had no answer. After leaving him, I
thought over what he had said. He appeared to be a cynic like
Dongfang Shuo,® so disgusted with the abuses of our time

that he used his oranges to ridicule men.

Translated by Yang Xianyi

@ A famous jester in the second century B. C.
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Death from Wealth

Death from Wealth
Liu Ji

In the southeast, the navel of the musk deer was regarded
as precious on Jingshan Mountain. Once the Jing people
hunted a musk deer. Knowing it was in danger, the musk
deer picked out its navel and threw it on the grass. All the
pursuers scrambled for it and the musk deer made its escape.
After hearing this story Ziwen, the chief minister, said,
“Men cannot match this beast. Those who die with their
families because of their wealth are inferior to the musk deer

in their intelligence. ”



