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Suzhou gardening: an art of architecture

IOC strips Jones of five Sydney medals ( China Daily, Dec. 2007)
Pets fill void for childless couples ( China Daily)

Nader announces run for US president

Kyrgyz troops free 4 US hostages ( The Washington Post)
Nation faces challenges of graying population ( China Daily)
Migrant workers keen on a richer life ( China Daily)
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. Taiwan recognizes mainland currency ( South China Morning Post)
AEATEE AARP A, & REERW, R A% X RN S
BARRRERE . FIERHFERENE— B REL B E R E B R
BERREENER. UL, SIB2 N WA E S, P =8t al LUES B
FERXEHRMAET T Hl:
1. Backstreet Boys are back ...
Nearly a decade after their initial success, teen idol group the

Backstreet Boys will appear at the Shanghai Grand Stage tomorrow,

redeeming the promise they made two years ago to their fans in the city.
2. Creatures born with two faces
A two-faced calf was born in Indonesia recently. The animal has a
normal set of lungs, heart, liver and intestines—but an extra face.
BRI R FEE R, BT teen idol group iR i
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1. Battle over Narita Airport

NARITA, Japan(Reuters) —Red-helmeted students and more than
800 riot police yesterday fought running battles for the second consecutive
day to gain control of a concrete and steel tower at Tokyo's controversial
new international airport.

This story is about

a. the completion of a new airport in Tokyo

b. a fight between students and police at a Tokyo airport

c. the building of a concrete and steel tower at Tokyo’s international

airport

2. Defector Weds
NEW YORK(Reuters) —A top-ranking Soviet diplomat, who defected
from his United Nations post and later became embroiled in a controversy

over payments to a professional escort girl, has secretly married an

American woman, Newsweek magazine reported yesterday.

This story is about
a. a problem in the United Nations
b. a marriage between a Russian man and an American woman

c. a secret agreement between Russia and the United States

3. Rich find in lreland

DUBLIN( Reuters) —A hoard of eighth century treasure, including a
priceless silver and gold chalice, has been found in an Irish bog, the
Government announced Thursday.

This story is about

a. the Irish economy

b. the price of silver and gold

c. the finding of treasure
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4. Diplomat leaps to freedom
BOGOTA, Colombia ( UPI )—Uruguayan Ambassador Fernando
Gomez leaped out of a window of the besieged Dominican Embassy early

yesterday in a dramatic escape from leftist guerrillas who are holding 19
other diplomats captive.

This story is about

a. an escape

b. a visit

¢. an election

5. Decath threats to Fondas

LOS ANGELES(Reuters)—A 31-vyear-old man was arrested here
Saturday on suspicion of making death threats to a film star Henry Fonda
and his children, Jane and Peter Fonda.

This story is about

a. an arrest

b. a murder
c. film stars on holiday in Los Angeles

6. UR-France iron out problems

PARIS( Reuters) —French President Valery Giscard d’Estating arrived in
Britain for talks with Prime Minister Margaret Thatcher on major differences
between the two countries over EEC policies.

This story is about

a. an agreement

b. a United Nations meeting

c. a visit



7. UK steel industry shuts down

LONDON (UPI) —Britain’s state-owned steelworks shut down at
midnight last night in the first nationwide steel strike since 1926 , threatening
widespread disruption of Britain’s heavy industries.

This story is about

a. British steel production in 1926

b. a steel strike

c. rebuilding Britain’s steelworks

8. New light shed on Kennedy shooting

WASHINGTON( Reuters ) —A new theory that four shots, not three,
may have been fired when President Kennedy was assassinated is being
studied in an attempt to show that Lee Harvey Oswald, his accused
assassin, did not act alone.

This story is about .

a. the killing of President Kennedy

b. the opening of the Kenned Center in Washington,D. C.

c. President Kennedy's large family
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Rich find in Irelond

DUBLIN( Reuters ) —A hoard of eighth century treasure, including a
priceless silver and gold chalice, has been found in an Irish bog, the
Government announced Thursday.

It is regarded as the most significant Irish archeological and historical
find this century and was uncovered about two weeks ago by an amateur
with a metal detector, government officials said.

The finder and the precise location of the burial place, somewhere in
County Tipperary in the Irish Midlands, are being kept secret, Brian
O’Riordain, Director of the National Museum of Ireland, told reporters.

It has not yet been worked out when the objects were buried, but
museum officials speculated that they might have been hidden by a monk or
priest to protect them from plunder by Vikings.

The hoard has been acquired by the Government as a treasure trove,
but there would probably be a reward for the finder.

It was found in bog land near a river but no other details are being
released until further archeological work has been carried out.

The collection has been sent to the British Museum for cleaning and
restoration and will then go on display in the National Museum of Ireland,
museum officials said.

W IZ BB T F1 R R
. What kind of treasure was found?

A silver and gold chalice and other unmentioned items.
. Who found it?

An unnamed amateur.

: Where was it found?

. Somewhere in Ireland.

ererope

. When was it found?



A: Two weeks ago.

Q: Where is it now?

A In the British Museum.
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1. UK steel industry shuts down

LONDON ( UPI )—DBritain's state-owned steelworks shut down at
midnight last night in the first nationwide steel strike since 1926 , threatening
widespread disruption of Britain’s heawy industries.

Final hopes of averting the strike failed on Monday when unions and
management refused to budge from their positions on steelworkers’ pay.

“The strike is on. It is an impossibility to call it off. The only question

L]

now is how long it lasts,” said Bill Sirs, leader of the steelworkers’ Union.
The steelworkers are demanding a 20 percent pay increase but the
employers are sticking to their offer of six percent on basic rates.
(1) This story is about
a. British steel production in 1926
b. a steel strike
c¢. rebuilding Britain’s steelworks
(2) How big a pay increase do the workers want?
a. Twenty percent.
b. Six percent.
c. The story doesn’t say.
(3) How big a pay increase is management willing to give?
a. Twenty percent.
b. Six percent.
c. The story doesn’t say.
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2. Saved from tar pit

LOS ANGELES( AP)—Rescue workers formed a human chain to save
the life of a 24-year-old man who plunged into the La Brea tar pits, a
graveyard of prehistoric animals, in an apparent suicide attempt,
officials say. _

Bruce Remy, who was totally immersed except for his face and one
hand, escaped without injuries Sunday. But he had to spend four hours in
the emergency room while Cedars-Sinai Hospital workers scrubbed him
clean with mineral oil.

Police spokesman Sergeant Jim Richart said Remy apparently was
trying to kill himself when he entered the 10-meter-diameter pit, one of the
smallest at the county park. The pits of gooey tar have preserved the bones
of prehistoric dinosaurs.

Remy told firefighters he was grateful that they had saved his life.

(1) This story isabout

a. a rescue
b. the findings of a prehistoric animal
c¢. the opening of a new graveyard

(2) Who was saved?

a. A prehistoric animal.
b. Bruce Remy.
c. Jim Richart.
(3) Was Remy hurt?
a. Yes, he was.
b. No, he wasn't.
c. The story doesn’t say.
(4) What was Remy trying to do?
a. To steal a prehistoric animal.
b. To dig a grave.
c. To kill himself.



3. Portugal fire out of control

LOUSA SIERRA, Portugal ( UPl )—Busloads of soldiers and volunteers
have joined the fight against a 20-km-wide forest fire that threatens the
homes of 1,200 villagers northeast of Lisbon.

The fire, which raged uncontrolled early yesterday, is the latest in a
series of blazes to hit southern Europe this month, killing 29 people.

The villages of Alges and Torno in the Lousa Sierra region 240 km
northeast of Lisbon lay directly in the track of a 20-km fire front and were
“in extreme danger” Tuesday night, said firefighter Jorge Carlos
Fernandes.

Officials said they suspected arson when the fire began Sunday. The
blaze was believed under control Monday, but flared anew and four busloads
of soldiers and volunteers joined the fight Tuesday.

The firetighters, estimated at 800 people, were backed by amphibious
planes and helicopters until dusk when the aircraft were grounded.

(1) This story is about -

a. a Portuguese village
b. a fight between soldiers and volunteers
c. a forest fire in Portugal

(2) How many people were killed?

a. 20. b. 29. c. 1,200.

(3) Where did the event happen?

a. 20 kilometers from Lousa Sierra.

b. 1,200 kilometers northeast of Lisbon.

c. 240 kilometers northeast of Lisbon.
(4) Who was in the fight?

a. Soldiers and volunteers.

b. Planes and helicopters.

c. Both of the above.
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4. Briton off on bid to set flying record
LOS ANGELES ( Reuters ) —British insurance broker David Springbett
took off from here Tuesday night on the first leg of his attempt to fly around

the world aboard commercial airliners in a record 46 hours.

Carrying a suitcase containing three clean shirts, a toothbrush and a
copy of the ABC World Airways Guide in case he has to find alternative
routes, Springbett, 41, left aboard a British Airways 747 jumbo jet for his
first stop, London.

After staying up 13 hours here on Tuesday so he could sleep on the
planes, Springbett will fly aboard a British Airways Concorde Supersonic
airliner from London to Singapore and then return here by way of Bangkok,
Manila, Tokyo and Honolulu.

“I'm doing this partly to give a boost to Concorde, partly to show
airliners generally keep time and simply for the hell of it,” said Springbett,
whose air ticket cost $8,000.

There are faster ways of flying here from Singapore, but Springbett said

under the rules of the International Aviation Federation he must travel at
least the distance of the Tropic of Cancer, 22,858 miles(37,787 km), to
claim the record.

Springbett said the present record was set by two Australian journalists,
Terry Sloane and Alec Prior, who flew round the world aboard scheduled
airliners from Sydney in March,1978, in 53 hours and 34 minutes.

(1) This story is about

a. an attempt to set a record for traveling around the world
b. selling insurance to the world’s airlines
c. inexpensive around-the-world holiday tours
(2) What is David Springbett’s goal?
a. To make his trip in 46 hours.
b. To earn $8,000.
c. To find the most convenient route around the world for tourists.
(3) What is the present record?



