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1 ‘Mifch the various sections of this book to the
purpose that each part serves.
1) Contents a) information and activities about
themes connected with the story

2) Before reading b) pictures of places in the story with
connected activities

3) After reading c¢) where you can find the words you
don’t know with additional activities
4) Settings d) exercises that introduce a chapter
e) a list of the twelve chapters of the
5) About the Story story and the extra activities

f) exercises about a chapter and the

6) Not only glossary ~  language used in it

o

CHAPTER 1 o

A Desperate Declsion

i t isn’t true! It can’t be true!”
l Matt Johnson woke up suddenly. It was that nightmare
again: it’s the last day at Newbridge Middle School before

the holidays. He comes home. His parents aren’t there. There’s a
note on the table.
“Dear Matt, We'll be home soon, with a surprise for you! Mom and Dad.”
He remembers what the surprise was — a summer holiday in
California. In the next scene in his dream the police arrive. They tell
Matt about the car accident. His parents are dead. Matt feels ill.
The room is spinning. He falls to the floor semi-conscious. The dream

switches to the funeral, then the journey to Greenwood to live with

his Grandma.

ut this time, when he woke up, Matt remembered a strange
detail in the nightmare. When he was semi-conscious, there
was a face near him, a pretty girl’s face, Linda’s face. But surely that

wasn’t possible.
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Pictures e Saow
2 Look at the picture of Matt and Linda, the two protagonists.

of the story, then use these words to complete the
sentences.

He’s His She’s Her They're Y
) tall and dark. L’)
2) friends.
3) favourite sport is swimming. : {,
4) fair and slim. ;

5) favourite sport is soccer.
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CHAPTER 1

He didn’t know Linda then. They became friends in Greenwood,
after the accident. He smiles as he remembers their incredible
adventures together, traveling back in time, first to the Middle Ages
and then to the Wild West. After he met Linda he was happy and
his nightmares stopped. But now they are back.

“I must do something!” Matt whispers to himself desperately.

P 'm home!”

Linda Chapman came happily into the house after a Saturday
afternoon at the swimming pool. Her mother was by the telephone.
She wasn’t happy.

“What’s wrong, Mom?” asked Linda.

“That was your father on the phone. He wants to see you tomorrow,
for your birthday. Why didn’t he tell me before? Now I've got
everything ready for your party, but if he wants to see you, I can’t
stop him.”

“Oh, Mom!” said Linda unhappily. “I want to stay here with

you, Matt and my friends. Dad’s always tired and
irritated.”

“It’s his work, Linda, you know how important
that is for him.” Linda’s mother smiled sadly.
“Don’t worry, dear, I'll think of a solution

to please everybody. Oh, Linda, Matt’s

here. He’s in your room working on your
computer.”

Linda smiled. She ran upstairs to see her
best friend — but Matt wasn’t there!
On the computer screen were the
words “ERROR - VIRUS”. Then
she saw a note on her bed. It was

Matt’s writing.



A DEsPERATE DECISION

Dear Linda, If you are reading this note, then there are two possibilities:
1 — something went wrong.

2 — my plan worked.

What plan, you're asking yourself? It's something | must do — | want
to try to save my Mom and Dad, so I'm using the Time Trippers
software to go back to Newbridge to the day before their accident.
I'know Mr Wells says we can’t change the past, but we have this
secret possibility to travel in time using the computer and | must
discover if | can change my parents’ destiny. | miss them so much,
Linda. If it works, or if something goes wrong, | don’t know if you
and | will see each other again. But | think we will, because before
I'met you in Greenwood I'm sure | already knew you — your face was

already in my dreams.,

I'll never forget you, Linda.
Matt




CHAPTER 1
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A Despemte Decbsuow

e story so far

} 3 True or false?

¢ Indicate T or F.

({’ 1) Matt went to Florida for a summer holiday.
<

2) Matt lives with his grandmother now.

3) Matt was happy when he arrived in
Greenwood.

.

4) Matt and Linda had an adventure in
Roman times.

5) Matt and Linda went to America during
one adventure.

6) Linda’s friendship was good for Matt because
it made him happy again.

7) Linda’s parents are separated.
8) It’s Linda’s birthday today.

9) Linda’s dad thinks his family is more important
than his work.

¢
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10) Linda’s mom doesn’t know Matt.

Now rewrite the false statements with the correct

__information. v
e —w%‘\, RIS S~ RS S N

% 4 Match each word to its opposite.
1) dark a) there }
§ 2) day b) downstairs ]
{ 3) dreams ¢) present {
g 4) happily d) night )
\‘ 5) here e) nightmares 3
4 6) past f) light |
4'}“ i 7) upstairs g) sadly
§ 8) dead h) well
¢ 9) il i) alive ;
i.;,,‘ro«- o iR B e <SS RO SRS, e i B r
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+ | FIRST CONDITIONAL

SR

If he wants to see you, | can't stop him.
If something goes wrong, | don't know

5 Match the beginning
of each sentence
to the correct
ending.

if we'll see each other again.

1) If Matt goes to sleep...

2) If Linda goes to see her father...

3) If Matt saves his parents...

4) If Matt changes the past...

5) If there’s a virus in the computer...

I I TS

a) ... he will change the past.
b) ... it can cause errors. )
¢) ... he has a terrible nightmare.

d) ... she will have an unhappy birthday.
... the present will change too.

Begs . e SRl P

Check your comprehension

6 Here is a rough draft of the letter that Matt

wrote to Linda. Complete the letter by writing 4
the following sentences in the gaps. *;
1) but | want to try 4) So you found my note ;

2) my plan didn’t work 5) | want to stop the accident = A
3) I'll always remember 6) Goodbye ]>

our adventures together  7) you're thinking

Dear Linda,
I'Then there are 2 possibilities:
I = : 2 — my plan worked. What plan,
¢ It's something | must do —
g0 I'm going back to Newbridge. | know Mr Wells says we
can’t change the past,
If something goes wrong,
, Linda.
Matt

SR L W"»V"""u,,j\/“‘u"‘-f‘ W,, W\%v\/
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1 Tick the words that are related to computers.

] chaos [l software
(] cake [l mouse
[] e-mail L] fog

[] screen O pPC

] inventor L] virus

A Dangerous ldea

. h, Matt!” said Linda unhappily. “Why didn’t you ask for
o my help?” Suddenly she heard a horrible laugh. It came
from the computer!
Linda looked at the screen. The words “ERROR — VIRUS” now
flashed red and black. “Oh no!” thought Linda. “If there’s a virus,
perhaps Matt will need my help!”

She moved the mouse and an e-mail message appeared, accompanied

by the same nasty laugh:

You like Johnson more than me but now you can’t use the computer

together any.more — ha ha! Johnny

“Johnny Briggs!” thought Linda angrily. “He’s so spiteful! I know
he’s jealous because Matt is my friend but this is a terrible thing
to do! If the virus was already in the computer when Matt used i,

who knows where and when he is now?

om, er... L... left my jacket at the pool!” shouted Linda,
running out of the house. But she didn’t go to the swimming
pool. In a few minutes she was at Mr Wells’ house. Mr Wells was

not only her History teacher at Greenwood Middle School,

- 10 =
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Check your comprehension : *g
2 A computer has changed some of the letters in an e-mail that 4

Linda received from Mr Wells. Which letters are incorrectly

replaced by others? {
;

Linba,
Afper 2 abvenpures in phe tasp, you and Mapp trodadly \
wanp po use phe pime pravel sofpware, dup tlease de ‘
carefull Rememder, you musp nop change phe tasp! )

o
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CHAPTER 2

he was also the inventor of the computer Time Travel software.
“Tut, tut! This is a very complicated affair,” said Mr Wells, with a

serious expression on his face. “I've told you and Matt many times,

we can’t change the past, it’s too dangerous. If we modify one single

event in the past there can be a chain. reaction and everything can

change. I travelled to the Wild West to observe the Native

Americans, not to change history. I can understand Matt’s feelings,

but what is done is done. Can you imagine a world dominated

by those dictators from history who were defeated by destiny?”

“Well, what can we do?” asked Linda, desperately. “We don’t know

if Matt arrived in Newbridge at the time he wanted or not. But if

he is there, we must stop him!”

Mr Wells went out of the room and came back with his portable PC.

“There’s no time to lose! We must protect the past!”

He started to type the co-ordinates for Newbridge. “When was
the accident?” he asked.

“July the 20th,” Linda replied. “But what are you doing?”

“I'm going to stop Matt before he causes chaos!”

“Wait! I'll go,” said Linda with determination. “I can convince
him to abandon his idea, if he’s in Newbridge at the right time.
If he isn’t, then he needs your help. You must repair my
computer and discover what place and century he’s in.
Where’s your phone?”

Mr Wells indicated the telephone on his desk.

Linda rang home.

“Mom! It’s me. I didn’t find my jacket but I found Mr Wells.

[ told him that I've got a problem with my computer and he’s
coming to look at it. [s that okay? Oh, and Mom, you remember
that Mr Wells loves your chocolate cake. Well, there’s still a
piece of yesterday’s cake in the fridge, isn’t there? Great!

1

See you later!




A DANGEROUS IDEA

“Well, my decisive young friend,” said Mr Wells, sweetened by
the idea of Mrs Chapman’s chocolate cake. “Let’s go, there’s not

a minute to lose.”

t was night and a strange, dense fog covered everything.

Matt couldn’t distinguish the buildings around him very well,
but he was sure he was in Newbridge. The fog irritated his throat
and eyes, but he was more worried about the time.

“I programmed the computer for the morning of July 20th,” he

thought anxiously. “I hope I’'m not too late.”




CHAPTER 2

A Pangerous (dea

3 What must each of the following characters from :
chapter 2 do? Match the beginning of each
sentence with the correct ending.

1) Linda must...

2) Mr Wells must...

3) Matt must...

4) Mrs Chapman must...
5) Johnny must...
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a) ... look at Linda’s computer.

b) ... take the chocolate cake out of the fridge.
¢) ... find Matt in the past.

d) ... stop sending nasty e-mails.

e) ... find the right street in Newbridge.

L

SR o

The story so far B, A R s

4 Put the sentences in the correct order. )

f

% D Mr Wells went to Linda’s house. !

D Linda discovered the virus.
‘i\ D Linda told Mr Wells about Matt’s intentions. )
\‘\ D Johnny sent Linda a virus. {
(; Mr Wells wanted to stop Matt. )
) D Matt decided to try and save his parents. \
j D Linda decided to convince Matt to return. i\
& || 'finda went to see Mr Wells.
é{ : D Linda phoned home. :
{ D Matt used the software to travel back in time.
I
§
w

D L(nda received an e-mail from Johnny.




