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Her Value

The long blonde hair blows you away, and the smile melts men in
an instant. And the next thing you know, she will be selling you perfumes,
designer outfits, cell phones, sports kit and whatever else you can think
of.

Her Story

A fresh face, a Russian one at that, Maria’s is a story of a family
that first left the area near nuclear disaster, struck Chernobyl for
Siberia. From there, father and daughter left for the US with only $700
and her mother followed two years later. The father left the daughter
in the A cademy and found a job on a construction site and a room for
150 dollars a month. At weekends, he walked an hour to the Academy
to meet his daughter, because he could not afford any other means of
transport. The year of struggle continued till 2003, when talent scouts at
IMG spotted her and signed her on a million dollar—yes, a million
dollar deal—for Nike apparel and Prince rackets.

| New Words

" @ blonde [blond] adj. 4%
@ perfume ['pa:fjuim] n. F7K
@ nuclear ['nju:klio] adj. J& T4, R THEMN
@ disaster [di'zaisto] n. Ik
(5 Academy [o'ledomi] n. 2[5
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2004, in Wimbledon, her looks made more news than her
fourth-round performance and in 2005, WTA thought it fit to use her as
one of the models to re-build their marketing image. The poster said,
“ Awoman’s gotta do what a woman’s gotta do.”

Within a year, Sharapova did what she had to do. She won a couple
of WTA titles and then the Wimbledon title itself. The rest, as they will
soon be saying, is history.

A $700 investment is now expected to fetch returns in excess of
$150 million in the next ten years. Not bad. Not bad at all.
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We all hear popular superstitions when the 13th day of the month
falls on Friday. And no player wants to wear the number 13. It is said
that superstitions have been a part of sports since their beginnings.
Players and fans alike have their way of avoiding bad luck.

Baseball

Spitting into your hand before picking up the bat is said to bring
good luck.

A wad of gum stuck on a player’s hat brings good luck.

Lending a bat to a fellow player is a serious jinx.

Some players actually sleep with their bats to break out of a hitting

slump or stay in a groove.
Basketball

Wipe the soles of your sneakers for good luck.
Bounce the ball before taking a foul shot for good luck.
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(D superstition [;sjuzpa'stifon] n. K15
@ gum [gam] n. I F

@ jinx [dzinks] n. NEEZ W)

@ slump [slamp] n. VT, FiB
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Fishing

Fish may not bite if a barefoot woman passes you on the way to the
dock.

Throw back your first catch for good luck.

It is bad luck to change rods while fishing.

Do not tell anyone how many fish you have caught until you are
done, or you won’t catch another.

Football

Double numbers on a player’s uniform brings good luck.

It is bad luck for a professional football player to take a new number
when he is traded to another team.

A mascot is an important good luck symbol.

Golf

Start only with odd-numbered clubs.

Carry coins in your pockets for good luck.

Ice Hockey

It is bad luck for hockey sticks to lie crossed.

It is bad luck to say shutout in the locker room before a game.

Players believe they will win the game if they tap the goalie on his
shin pads before a game.

Tennis

It is bad luck to hold more than two balls at a time when serving.

Avoid wearing the color yellow.

Walk around the outside of the court when switching sides for good
luck.
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(2) This model has a sporty miniskirt.
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