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We are extremely grateful to the authors and publishing houses of all the articles

chosen as the texts for this textbook, with the hope that the pleading for the permission
to use the related articles for teaching purposes will receive kind and generous
consideration. ’

Every effort has been made to contact copyright holders before publication.
However, in some cases this has been impossible. If contacted, the publisher will ensure

that full credit is given at the earliest opportunity.
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O Spotlight on Copenhagen

Warm-up Questions:

Have you heard of
Andersen’s fairy tale
The Little Mermaid?

A city in Denmark still =
maintains a statue of
this fairy today. Do
you know which city it

is?

10

Read the text once for the |-
main idea (s). Do not
refer to the notes, the
glossary or dictionaries.

20

Are you too old for fairy tales? If you think so,
Copenhagen' is sure to change your mind.

See the city first from the water. In the harbor sits
Denmark’s best-known landmark: the Little Mermaid®.
Remember her? She left the world of the Sea People in
search of a human soul in one of Hans Christian
Andersen’s’ beloved fantasies. From the harbor you can get
a feel for the attractive “city of green spires.” At twilight
or in cloudy weather, the copper-covered spires of old
castles and churches lend the city a dream-like atmosphere.
You'll think you've stepped into a watercolor painting.

Copenhagen is a city on a human scale. You don’t have
to hurry to walk the city’s center in less than an hour.
Exploring it will take much longer. But that’s easy.
Copenhagen was the first city to declare a street for
pedestrians only. The city has less traffic noise and
pollution than any other European capital.

Stroll away from the harbor along the riverbanks,
you’ll see the modest Amalienborg Palace’ first. Completed
in the mid-18th century, it still houses the royal family.
The Danish Royal Guard is on duty. At noon, you’ll watch

the changing of the guard. The guards are not just for show,

1
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Unit 1.

however. Danes will always remember their heroism on April 9,
1940. When the Nazis invaded Denmark, the guards aimed their

25 guns and fired. Soldiers fell on both sides. The guards would all

have been killed if the king hadn’t ordered them to surrender.
Churches and castles are almost all that remain of the

original city. Copenhagen became the capital of Denmark in

1445. During the late 16th century, trade grew, and so did the

o city. But fires in 1728 and 1795 destroyed the old wooden

structures. Much of what we see today dates from the 19th and
early 20th centuries.

See one of the spires up close — really close — at the 17th
century Church of Our Saviour’. Brave souls may climb the 150

- stairs winding outside the spire to its top. If you're afraid of

heights., or if it’s a windy day, you can forget the climb. But
then you’ll miss the magnificent view.

Once the earth is under your feet again (you’ll enjoy the
feeling) , cross the nearest bridge to Castle Island. The curious

- yet majestic-looking spire ahead tops the oldest stock exchange

in Europe, built in 1619. Its spire is formed from the entwined
tails of three dragons. They represent Denmark, Sweden and
Norway®.

Keep going to the Christiansborg Palace. The town of

i» Copenhagen began here. Stop and visit the medieval castle.

Parliament and the Royal Reception Chambers are open, too.
Then continue to Nyhavn, a narrow waterway dug by soldiers in
1673. You'll understand why Hans Christian Andersen made
this charming waterway his home. A specially-built mirror

20 outside his apartment window allowed him to peek unseen at the

world outside.

Nyhavn’ is peaceful, an ideal place for lingering and
people-watching. You’ll usually see them dressed casually,
though they are among Europe’s rich people. Danes are taught

» not to stand out in a crowd. But they do know how to party,

Text A

especially during holidays.

To see them having fun, and to have some fun yourself,
cross Andersens Boulevard and enter Tivoli Gardens. You won’t
be alone. More than five million people a year come here. They

Spotlight on Copenhagen



o come to dance, dine, take in outdoor and indoor
concerts, see ballets and laugh at the comedy. One tip:
Bring a lot of money. About 20 restaurants are among the
city’s most expensive. Even without money, you can still
enjoy the proud old trees, the colored night lights and the

55 beautiful gardens. You might feel as if you are in a fairy

tale.

Notes to the Text

1. Copenhagen
Copenhagen / koupen'heigon/ (Bf A W5 #2 ), the capital of Denmark situated on the island of
Zealand, is Scandinavia’s/ skeendi'nervio/ (it 1) 44 4 \IV.) largest and most fantastic city, and
part of the most dynamic region in Northern Europe.

2. The Little Mermaid
The Little Mermaid /'mameid/ (/N3 A1) is a fairy tale written by Hans Christian Andersen
(DU » e B4 « “%4E4) . Disney produced a movie and Copenhagen maintains a statue in
her honor. The Little Mermaid continues to be the most popular tourist attraction in Denmark
and one of the most photographed statues in the world.

3. Hans Christian Andersen
Hans Christian Andersen, Danish writer (1805 - 1875), is famous for his fairy tales, which
were not meant merely for children but for adults as well.
Many of Andersen’s fairy tales depict characters who gain
happiness in life after suffering and conflicts. The Ugly
Duckling (F1./Nf%) and The Little Mermaid are Andersen’s
most famous works.

4. Amalienborg Palace
Amalienborg /'ama:linbag/Palace (Fi[¥3HKERE ) is the winter
home of the Danish royal family.

5. Church of Our Saviour
Church of Our Saviour /'servjor/(FA{TH) $k it 3= 2L 4) is characterized

by its black and golden spire and the numerous church bells, which can

Amalienborg seen from the

Copenhagen Operahouse.

play melodies. D
6. Denmark. Sweden and Norway
Denmark: /'denmak/F}7 ; Sweden: /'swixdn/Hi#lt; Norway: /'nower/
Rk
7. Nyhavn

Nyhavn /nju:'heevn/ GEi#s) is a popular area in Copenhagen, Denmark

CBE | 3



with both locals and tourists. The street is lined with many small

bars and restaurants facing out to a picturesque harbor.

Can you match the places to their descriptions?

® In the text, underline, circle or highlight the places described so that it is easy to find them.

® Read the description about each place in the text and then check the list below.

Places
a) The Little Mermaid b) Amalienborg Palace ¢) Church of Our Savior
d) Christiansborg Palace e) Nyhavn f) Tivoli Gardens

Completed in the mid-18th century, it still houses the royal family.
In the harbor sits Denmark’s best-known landmark.
The town of Copenhagen began here.

Brave souls may climb the 150 stairs winding outside the spire to its top.

S

It is a narrow waterway and a peaceful and ideal place for lingering and people-watching.

6. More than five million people come here. They come to dance, dine, take outdoor and indoor

concerts, see ballets and laugh at the comedy.

Now can you make a recommendation on what to see for the visitors there?

sk 3

Read the text a second time to review the vocabulary in context. Study the new words and their definitions.

Glossary

spotlight /'spotlart/ 7. (e a lamp that produces a strong beam of light to illuminate a restricted
area JRAHT; B8

spire /'spala(r)/ 1. (line 8) a tall tower that forms the superstructure of a building (usually a
church or temple) and that tapers to a point at the top £ #,
R T

twilight / "Ywarlart/ 1. dine 8 the time of day immediately following sunset 3% %

watercolor /'wortokala/ 7. (line 11) a picture painted with colors that are mixed with water &K &

4 N Unit 1: Text A Spotlight on Copenhagen



