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The Inscription on the Cover: Li Keran
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WAVES IN THE SEA OF ART

3

Li Hai Tao, the renowned painter of Beijing Art
Academy, is known worldwide as excellent in seasca-
pes. In recent years, he has run thematic art
exhibitions of his personal paintings, entitled ”Affec-
tion for the Sea”, in Hongkong, Canton and Beijing.
One of his paintings, the scroll of “Tens of thousands
of miles of coastal waters” was accorded extraordinary
appreciation and acclamation by both professionals
and a large audience. Hua Jun Wu, the renowned
painter and vice chairman of All China Association of
Artists, gave a speech at the opening ceremony of the
exhibition of Li Hai Tao’s personal paintings. He said,
in enthusiastic praise, “Mr Li Hai Tao is a very
diligent painter. For a rather long time, we have failed
to emphasl/e going deep into real life. Yet Li Hai Tao
has persisted in taking this road and has produced
such brilliant paintings. Mr Li Hai Tao is a patriot;
without patriotism, never can such brilliant paintings
be produced.” 1 think this is a most succint and
relevant commentary to Li Hai Tao’s personality and
his artistic style. Li Hai Tao was born in Qingdao in
1932. He plunged into revolution at an early age,
serving as a stage artist in the army. Later he attended
colleges, and graduated from Northwest art college
(antecessor of Xian art institute), and then, Henan art
institute under the instruction of renowned painters
such as Qiu Shi Ming; Xie Rui Jie; Huang Zhou, and
finally worked as a professional painter in Beijing art
academy. He grew up on the coast and developed a
deep love for the sea. In the past decades, his profound
affection for the sea has remained unchanged. He is
now over sixty in age, yet still keeps being busy,

Wu Xiu

traveling on coastal waters in the north and the south
of the country, in spite of all the hardship. Sometimes
he stands alone on reefs; sometimes he sails out on
board of a ship just to sense the openness, strength,
fever, vastness vehemence and mystery of the sea and
to observe elaborately the changing sea under over-
cast, fine, rainy, snowy, windy or foggy weather and in
the morning, during the day, in the evening or at
night. In return for his devotion, the sea has opened
her bosom widely for him; provided him with an
inexhaustible source of artistic creation and enabled
him to create many a masterpiece, and in particular,
the unprecedented long scroll of “tens of thousands of
miles of coastal waters”. Consequently Li Hai Tao
becomes a worldwide known painter of the sea.

A time honoured Chinese saying demands “"When
on mountains be fanaticized by the mountains; when at
the sea be haunted by the sea”. Creating a landscape is
not like taking a scenic picture. It is even less like
drawing a-relief map. It requires “the object meet with
the spirit” or “the object serve to express emotion”. A
painter should, based on his sensation and imagina-
tion, create fresh images, charm and conception to
embody the painter’s mental state and to strike the
viewer's mental chord to his aesthetic enjoyment. This
is just what Li Hai Tao endeavours to pursue in
drawing the sea. He lays stress on artistically
appealing handling of natural scenes, basing on his
own sensation, by means of a variety of conceptional
skills: such as exaggeration, pruning, condensation
contrast. In “Sonata of Seagulls” he depicts a flock of
flying seagulls joking above wave-crests. The viewers



in fantasy, seemingly hear lowi and deep roars of the
sea and continuous loud and gay chirps of the
seagulls. The bright moon adds greatly to the lyricism
of the painting, affecting the viewers with the upsurge
of great waves and the easiness of the birds. In
”Sailing under Thunderstorm”, he depicts a scence in
which fishing boats struggle desperately with terrify-
ing waves under blinding lightning and deafening
thunderbolt in overcast sky. This is a momentous and
startling scene. The painter adopted the skill of
”splash ink” and “splash paint”, using vertical and
horizontal broad full strokes, thus properly heighte-
ning the atmosphere and highlighting the theme. This
painting is indeed a rare masterpiece.

Tens of thousands of miles of coastal waters is a
seroll, 50 meters long and 90 centimeters wide. To
produce it, Li Hai Tao spent 5 years and made a total
of some 30,000 kilometers’ journey. Traditional Chinese
painting has made very few seascapes, the only
exception being the painting entitled "Water” made by
Ma Yuan, a painter in Souther Song dynasty. There is
a lack of heritage of established skills to learn from in
this field. It was under such a condition that Li Hai
Tao developed his art-pr ional domain and
techniques. He ingeniously used the compositional
method of “viewing the small from the large” and
"scattered-point perspective” in Chinese painting tra-
dition, combined Chinese painting techniques of “ink
and brush” with western painting techniques of “color
and sketch” and condensed and composed, summarily
yet realistically, into a long scroll the natural aspect
of various regions from the north to the south along

the tens of thousands of coastal waters and its changes
in the different seasons of spring, summer, autumn and
winter together with scenic attractions and historical
relics along the sea coast and the new looks of the
towns and the countryside alongshore. Focal points
stand out through the contrast of the empty and the
solid and that of the dense and the sparse. Harmonious
arrangement grows out of apparent irregularity. In the
process of sketching and creating, through careful
observation, experience, analysis and consideration, Li
Hai Tao has gradually acquired the proper ink-
-and-brush techniques to express sea waves and thus
created artistic images of a variety of sea waves such
as turbulent waves, rolling waves, rising waves,
splashing waves, swirling waves and piling waves.
Moreover, he has also familiarized himself with the
variation of the sea under the different climatic,
1 and envir tal influences in the south
and in the north, the special features of reefs, islands
and fishing boats at different localities, the different
morphologies of various fishes, shells and seabirds, and
various fishing ways. Consequently his paintings
become more informative, providing viewers with more
abundant intellectual and aesthetic enjoyment.

The accomplishment by Li Hai Tao once again
testifies the importance of experience of life to art
creation and innovation. I wish an infinite sea always
in his view and rolling waves always in his heart.
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THE PAINTING LIST

RG2S 141cm X 69em
The Sonata of Seagulls
EIHNFRIHEETE  136cm X 68cm
GEASB23JH S 2 (9 i)
The Glistering Sea
(Participated in The 23rd Prix International Contem-

i

porary Art, Monte Carlo)
BRI 136em X 67em
Sporting on the Waves
BEfé  68cm X 68cm

The Dawn

¥ 68cm X 68cm

The Reflection of Light

i 107em X 65cm
Mirage
Hati  68cm X 68cm

Fishing Boats in Sunset Glow

THILHE  150cm X 80cm

Still in the Same Moonlight though Being Parted
1  68cm X 68cm

The Tidal Rhythm

g 54cm X 45em

The Boats of Shandong Welcome the Rising Sun
FEAHRK  5dem X d5em

The Boats of Guangxi in Morning Breeze

BHPL  108em X 68cm

The Night Is Deep

f2% 68cm X 68cm

The Morning Fog

#7  68cm X 68cm

The Returning Fishing Boats

Kol 2R 79em x 87cm

The Morning of the Dayu Islet
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The Returning Boat on Waves
4 H BIRICHAT  68em X 68cm
The Moonlit Harbour

BEHE Z 2T 130em X 66¢m
(i A S5 /NS 4 6 g )

The Red Sails at the Harbour
(Participated in the 8th
Exhibition)

FHHER 130em X 68cm

(R e BAEIBA e 1 o ol i A
At the Foggy Sea

67cm X 64cm

Chinese National Art

(Won the prize of honour at the Xinzhulian Cup
Painting Exhibition)

ERHBANRE  68emx 68cm

(R AR i TR I 75 %)

The Moonlit Great Wall Extending into the Sea
(Won the prize at the Art Exhibition of Chinese
Minority Nationalities)

R 131em X 60em

(AR19804F L1 75 41 il % AL 350 X ity

The Song of the Morning Sunshine

(Won the Beijing excellent-art-work award of 1980
and collected by the Beijing Artists’ Association)
FEHERE  60em X 49cm

The Mist over the Sea

HEd 83em X 50cm

Washed by Waves

WK
Fishermen's Village at Night
T
Fishers' Village in Guangxi

LB NE R

68cm X 68em

H4cm X 45cm

54em X 45em
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32

The Boat of Guangdong Bathes in Sunshine
Bl 68cm X 68cm

The Melody of the Dusk

BiK%  68cm X 68cm ‘

The Village on the Hainan Island

KUK 68cm X 68cm :

(I3 Ptig i)

Fishers' Harvesting

(Collected by the Beijing Artists’ Association)
MR 84cm X 54em

The Towers of Quanzhou

BEEAF I W1 68cm X 68cm

Spring Blossom in Mist in a Dreamland
AL 68cm X 68cm

(B4 o R T HE R M A 75 1 it 5

Navigating in Fog

(Won the excellent-art-award at the National Hu-

ndrend Flowers Art Exhibition)
HHER  62emX55em

The Roaring Waves

itk 5dem X 45cm

Fishers' Village on the Islet of Zhejiang
0% H KU AR 68em X 68cm

Fishing in Fog at Night

i 128cm x 88cm

elling in the Thunderstorm

N 136cm X 6Tcm

The Glow over the Sea

KM 60cm X 54cm

The Landscape in the Tailao Mountain
B# 68cmx68cm

The Tide Is on the Ebb

A4St 68em X 68em

41

42

43

44

45

46

47

48

49

The Red Ships on the Blue Sea
LR 100em X 65¢m

The Sea Dyke in Moonlight

WRTHH 132em X 64em

The Boat Returns to Crashing Waves
K# =k 60cm X 5dem

How High the Sky and How Thin the Clouds
ML 1240m X 96em

A Break

IBITZH 130cm X 64cm

The Roots of Humen

H4HE  90em X 67em

The Secluded Sea

FR /N 69em X 45em

The Song of Fishers

MR 55em X 46em

The Foam of breaking waves

VU2 241 i

The Serie Painting of the Sea in Four Seasons:
(DM () 55cm > 41cm

The Sea in the Spring Fog

(IEHFIE () 55em X 41em

The Sea in the Summer Thunder-Storm
(B)BCHEARHEFK)  55em X 41em

The Sea with Red Rocks at Autumn Night
OBWREZ) 55em X 4lem

The Sea in the Winter Snowy Storm
WHRMHEE 276cm X 138cm

The Sea of the Life

HHHIE  55em X 46cm

Blue Wave and Silver Flower

EHFLIN 55em X 46em

White Sail on the Golden Sea




MRS 2 141cm X 69em
The Sonata of Seagulls




ERIRA A 136em < 68cm
The Glistering Sea




iR1E 136em X 67cm
Sporting on the Waves
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hefd  68cm X 68cm
The Dawn




it 68cm X 68cm
The Reflection of Light




B 107em X 65em

Mirage



