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PREFACE.

i
OwING to the great demand for English and Chinese

dictionarics we have prepared at comsiderable expense
the CoMMERCIAL PrEss ENGLISH AND CHINESE
PRONOUNCING DICTIONARY, which we sell at 8
moderate price, and believe it will be found the best

Dictionary in the market.

THE PUBLISHERS,
COMMERCIAL PRESS.

SHANGHAL, March, 1992
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GENERAL INTRODUCTION.

b

HAvVING been requested to write an Introduction
for this COMMERCIAL PrESs ENGLISH AND CHINESE
PRONOUNCING DrcrioNARY I take the liberty of
expressing three opinioms. The first is my great
hope that the present emperor of China will follow
the example of the illustrious emperor Kanghi in
literary activity and among other works prepare a
foreign and Chinese dictionary worthy of the present
times. The second is my pleasure at the enterprise
of a private company—the “Commercial Press,”
Shanghai—in publishing a number of educational
Anglo-Chinése books which are greatly needed in
China now. The third is that this dictionary of the
“Commercial Press,” though 'not meant for the
advanced student, will be found most useful to the
many who are striving to get a gemeral knowledge

of the English language.
' TIMOTHY RICHARD.

SEANGHAL, March, 1902.



INTRODUCTORY NOTE.

Maxy foreign scholars have not disdained to under-
take the preparation of elaborate Chinese-Fnglist
dictionaries to which foreign students of the Chinese
language can turn for assistance. But Chinese students
of the English language have had hitherto nobody to
help them except Mr. Kwonc Ki-cHIU.

The work of Mr. Kwone KicHiU was simply
that of extracting and copying from the work of Dr.
LogscHEID. - The laborious work of Dr. LOBSCHEID,
first published in Hongkong,—as far as I have been
able to learn,—was original. In many respects, the
work is very faulty. It is disfigured by Cantonese
colloquialism, and the translation he gives of a demi-
god % 4 E % has become ome of the curiosities of
literature. Nevertheless, Dr. LoBSCHEID'S work, as
far as I know, has not hitherto been improved upon.
Dr. T. INOUYE many years "agd republished the work
in Japan, where, I believe, it has helped in no consider-
able degree the present ‘Rewvaissance” of the Japanese
nation. In Japan, however, where there are many
foreign educated natives, a new and large English-
Japanese dictionary has recently been published. =

Here in China, the “Commercial Press,” an enter-
prise owned and conducted by Chinese in Shanghai,
have spared neither labour nor expense to enlarge and



correct the work of Dr. LosscHEID and to make the
most complete and reliable dictionary hitherto offered
to the public, As far as I have been able to judge
from seeing a copy cf the dictionary, the present work

is a decided advance upon that of Mr. KwoNG KI-CHIU
and shonld certainly supersede it in meeting the needs
of the Chinese students of the English language. '

I should like, in conclusion, to warn the Chinese
students who make use of this dictionary that a die-
tionary merely gives an explanation of words,
—some times in a round-about-way,—and not a
“translation” of words. The use of a dictionary is
to help students to understand the meaning of words;
but in order to tramslate English into Chinese, or
vise versa, the student must not depend upon the
dictionary: he must depend upon other studies.

KU HUNG-MING.
WUCHANG, Mar'clz, 1902,




INTRODUCTION
ON THE IMPORTANCE OF THE ENGLISH LANGUAGE.

THE three great languages of literature are the English, the
German and the French. It is almost necessary to be acquainted
with at least one of these in order to obtain a thorough education
in any of the great departments of human knowledge. Russian
is spoken by a greater number of people than either German or
French; but the Russians are far behind the other great nations
of Europe in literature and in scientific progress, while a large
part of the Russian people can scarcely claim to be civilized.
‘French was at one time the leading language of Europe, but
even in diplomacy, as well as in literature and in science, French
can no longer claim superiority to the langtiage of England.

The English language is spoken in all parts of the civilized
world, and one who has learned to speak it, can travel all over
the earth, and in every great commercial city of every nation he
will find those with whom he can converse, The number speak-
ing English is variously estimated, but it cannot be much less
than 140,000,000, while the two great nations which make use
of it, rule over 460,000,000 of people. At the beginning of the
last century the English language was spoken by less than
21,000,000, and the French, Russian, German and Spanish lan-
guages were all spoken by a larger number than the English ;
but at the end of the century English had advanced $o the first
place among European languages, and only one of these,—the
Russian,. -is spoken by half as many people The Mandarin lan-
guage of China, in its various forms, is spoken by a larger
number of people; but the number who can read it and write
it is comparatively small, while a large majority of those who
speak English can both read and write.



A majority of the newspapers of the world are printed in
the English language, and the foreign coinmerce of English speak-
ing nations exceeds all the rest of the ‘world combined. The
greatest number of English speaking people live in the United
States of America, whose 80,000,000 of people are nearly all
speakers of English. This is the wealthiest nation of the world.
and only the Pacific Ocean separates it rrom :China. Most of
the other‘.speakers of English live in some part of the British
Empire ;—whose sovereign rules over more territory than that of
any other nation, and whose population is nearly if not quite as
great as that of the Chinese Empire.

To acquire a sufficient knowledge of the spoken language for
ordinary business purposes, is no great task, but to be able to
read intelligently the books and pericdicals which are published
in the English language will require years of earnest and patient
study. The task is not an easy ome, but the reward is great;
for he who has learned to read English has been introduced into
the company of the greatest writers and most advanced thinkers
of the world. The greatest and best books of the world are
found in the English language. The student will find carefully
prepared works on all the great subjects which learned men
delight to study :—religion, natural science, government, medicine,
navigation, history, art,—in short, every branch of knowledge
has been investigated by English and American scholars, and the
best books of other nations have been translated ‘into English
for the instruction and enjoyment of the many millions who
read that great language.

In view of these facts, the true friends of China should rejoice
to sce that many thousands of Chinese students are learning
English ; and may it not be expected that this will result in the
introduction of many new and helpful ideas, and even in the
enrichment and remodeling of the Chinese language to meet the
demands of modern thought and modern progress? The truest
patriot will gladly receive help from other nations in all branches
of knowledge wherein they excel, while loyally endeavouring to
make the best use of his own language in order to educate and
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elevate his own people. ‘That which he learns from other nations g
must be remodeled and improved upon for the use of his own e,‘
countrymen, but every effort should be made to gather in the "T'
best results of the intellectual labors of scholars who live in
other countries throughout the world.

Those who help their countrymen to get this knowledge are
doing a -great work for China, and the Commercial Press of
Shanghai is greatly to be congratulated upon the success which
is attending its efforts to provide good books for the help of
those who are studying the English and other language. Its
publications have already done much for the help of these
students, and we have admired the vigor and enterprise which
the Commercial Press has shown in publishing these books and
in pushing forward their sale. But now their former efforts
are eclipsed in the pubkication of an ENGLISH AND CHINESE
PRONOUNCING DICTIONARY, which they may justly claim to be the
most complete and carefully prepared work of its kind ever
publizhed in China. Containing as it does 1,886 pages of closely
printed letter-press, with many thousands of useful words and
phrases, it will be a great boon to the thousands of Chinese
who are studying English, as well as to those from foreign lands
who are studying the Chinese language. The proprietors of the
Commercial Press deserve great praise for the success which has
crowned their efforts. No doubt the future may produce a
better book than the one which is before us, but it will doubtless
be several years at least before the COMMERCIAL PRESS ENGLISH
AND CHINESE PRONOUNCING DICTIONARY Awill be superseded by
any work which can compare with it in completeness, convenience
and cheapness.

J. A. SILSBY.

South Gate, Shanghai,
March, 190&
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filing.
# o EHENEMIRICRR ¢ NKHEHERE - EREER g,
singeing ; see, seeing,

1 1B HE DR 6% B8 S - 2 B R AR\ (2 N B8 B i b B O RE Rl e ]
B NHTER THm 3 M N BN 2 AN I B, fted, ftng; compel,
compelled.
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bloate

?ﬁ&mﬁﬂ;&ﬁim##mﬁamﬁnﬂxﬁazm limit, limited ; eivil, Qﬁr»% mm.E...mﬁ»lu,u
= leveller, traveller.
1 1HHR 6% U AR Lo dh-BE 493K | Sall, always; ill, folfil SE{TAT-E 4G S recall, refill,
Bl GE v o iSRS S BT Ay v §44E i S boly, holier. T ing, ish,
& NiZ2 Y K& fying, babyish.
Y NiE¢2 {THE iR RIK K-8 = boy, boyish ; day, days, IE {T 3¢ &R gaiety, paid.
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| IR e FEFHNEF give, giving.

HEEREGE &y B ty = e &L i £ pure, purify, purity.

B e EMltEiReE ¢ B g NAIDIEBREER able £f ous = e NH 5 peace,
Peaceable; courage, courageous.

HREEIEGE ful, Nmm. ly, dmumun ness, some. &% e iR 1§ 5 peaceful, nameless, wisely,
excitement, whiteness, wholesome.
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ERE e
/1 URPRRLE



 ABBREVIATIONS OF THE “PARTS OF SPEECH”

AND THEIR GRAMMATICAL SIGNIFICATIONS.

HEWZEXR PR

The words that constitute the English language
are classified under eight different heads, called “Parts
of Speech,” and, independently of the articles a, an
and #4e, consist of the NOUN or  SUBSTANTIVE, the
ApjECTIVE, the PRONOUN, the VERB, the ADVERB, the
PRIPOSITION, the CoNjuNcTION and the INTERJEC-
TION ; and each word in the Dictionary is referred to
one or other of these categories according to . its
function, thus:— '

#. representing noun. adv. representing adverb,

a. % adjective. prep. » . Ppreposition,
pron. o pronoun. cony. »» * + conjunction,
7. 5 verb. | intery. A interjection.

As the first four parts of speech vary in inflection
or otherwise, these changes are indicated thus:—

n, pl. represeniing noun plural, ppr. representing present participle
2. i, 5 verb transitive, | pp. »  past. »
2. 4. 5 verb intransitive.' | gree. 5 preterite,

‘Lip.  w verb impersonal, j

-
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Al

A The first letter of the English Al-) pair of shoes, —8f3E: a pair of bI;nk~

phabet, JEFE R4 5 its broad
and open sound is expressed by i or
[if. A, the indefinite article is ex-
pressed by the numeral —, and i« fol-
lowed by the Classifier defining the
noun; as: a band of robbers,
—R:k; a'bean, —f3%; a blow of
hand, —7FF; a boat, —4& % a book,
—#R#; a bottle, —Fi; a bouquet
of flowers, —Z{; a broom, —{t3z
##; a bundle of pencils, —#[%; a
bundle of straw, —3B&7%; a burden
(of &c., &c.), —if#; a cannon, —fq
5 a cap, —IEil; a carriage, —i
(B or F) J5i; o cash, —R4;
chair, —##}; a clod of earth, —[F]
J£; a cluster (or bundle) of incense
sticks, —4£% ; a criminal, =3 )
decree, FE—ii; a dog, —18¥; a
~dollar, —[Igf; a door, —EM; a
double-edged sword, #[§; a dress,
—H% ; a fan, —35E; a feast, —Ji
if; a fish, —R(f&)f; a flock of
sheep, —F§2£; a flock of birds, —3%
# ; a game of chess, —JFHL; a gentle-
man, —fir %; a gong, —J§#; a govern-
ment officer, — B 'f{ ; a horse, —JL £ ;
a house, —[iJ; a knife, —$u7] ;
lamp, —F#f; a leaf (of a book), —
H; o letier, 5% a man, @A ;
2 lump of beef, —[4}F ; a mosquito
curtain, —E8%; a needle, —1Eg};
a noble affair, —4#4223; ; a number of
people, —3fz A, —EEA; a packet of
paper, —fLi{; a pagoda, —pitE; a

A after a verb, to godZzr

Aard-vark, {(ard’-

1

ets, —A¥EJE ; a pair of trousers, — %
i ; a pane of glass, —Bi 3458 ; a pear],
—HZ%; a pencil, —H(1F)%; a

piece of calico, —JB#i; a piece of

cloth, —JEAi; a piece of ground, — ’

B¢t ; a plant of bamboo, —2A N a
plaster, =3R4 ; a play (one act of,),
—IE8; a procession, &e., &e., —3F
F; a puff of smoke, —[ifff; a quire
of paper, —J]4%; a river, —f&Ji; a
room, —[E]fE; a row of boats, —45
#f}; a row of trees, —HERSAC; a sedan
chair, —JE#%; a sel of books, —Zz5tt;
a set of instruments, —E#£H.; a sec-
tion of regulations, —ERZFL; a sen-
tence, —4iJ5%; a sheet of paper, —ig
#K; a shirt, —f 5% ; a shoal of fish
—RRM; a shower of rain, —ER; &
glab of stone, =37 ; a spot of rust
—&4%; a small piece of wood, — i
75 a star, —BEE: a story (of house),
—J@&; a succession of doors, HeF[";
a suit of clothes, —J (%) Ki; a
swarm of bees, —F£Ri&; a sword, —
H#l; a table, —£54&; a teacher, —
frsktk; a tree, —#H(Hk or MK : a

volume, —7 3#; a (large) volume, —

it o wall, —i@H; a year. —ig :

(twice a year, —sEFHZK).

a hunting, 373N

vark) n, £ 8% %,
(e R B S N
) % RS




