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(. Preface )

As we all know, the process of language learning never takes place in a vacuum; nor is it
confined to language acquisition itself only. Instead, it is learned and acquired in the context in
which the language is used. Without a given context, neither the meaning of a word can be made
explicitly clear, nor can the implication of any sentence be fully understood. For this simple but
oftentimes not fully appreciated reason, most English textbooks in China tend to combine
language learning with information about English-speaking countries, particularly information
about the cultural and social life of the English world. Such an approach in compiling English
textbooks has greatly facilitated the learning process of the English language by the Chinese
students, helping them not only to acquire the language itself, but also broaden their horizon
about the countries where English is the mother tongue.

In many ways, A Panoramic History of American Civilization by Dr. Wei is a similar
attempt in the same direction. As the author indicates in the Postscript, the textbook, among other
things, 1is also intended to help the Chinese students to acquire and improve their English
language skills, not so much through the learning of English itself, but through the study of
American civilization. What makes this textbook stand out among a pile of similar textbooks is
not just the subject matter it deals with, but rather the way in which the author approaches his
work—singling out the most important historical events and political figures in American history
and discussing their contributions to the making of American civilization. The merit of such an
approach is, atleast, twofold. For one thing, it allows the reader to get the hang of American
civilization almost at one go, leading him/her directly to the discovery of America’s glorious but
hard-won achievements in its civilization. For another, by piecing together all the key events that
have helped shape the nation, the textbook manages to present before the reader a vivid picture of
the nation’s evolutionary process almost in its entirety—birth, growth, development and success.
Anyone who takes a good look at it is sure to conjure up a clear mental map of American
civilization right away.

Equally significant is the way the textbook is designed. If the book were merely intended to
be informative about the civilization of a given country, people could have many other options to
access it, be it printed matter or digital material. What is noteworthy about this particular
textbook is that it successfully combines information dissemination with language learning. To
achieve this end, the author, in my view, has been meticulously careful in the selection of words
so as to make sure that, in using this book, students are not only acquiring useful knowledge, but
also picking up right words and idiomatic expressions. In many cases, the author has even gone
out of his way to accommodate the dual needs of language learning and historical information.
Indeed, with its concise and clear layout as well as easy and smooth flow of ideas, the textbook
has successfully rendered itself as a pleasant and informative reading.

For science students in China, this English-language textbook on American civilization
probably has an additional dimension of importance. As is known to all, since 1959, when C.P.
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Snow (1905—1980) pomted out the split between the two cultures in our society, educational sys-
tem, and indeed intellectual life—the humanities on the one hand and the sciences on the other, a
public debate has been going on in the media, sometime in a subdued tone, and somstimes in a
raging fashion. While no immediate solution is in sight as yet, we certainly should not allow the
gap between the two cultures to become unbridgeable. Indeed, amid the accelerating process of
globalization, students of today should be equipped with not only the development of modern sci-
ence and technology, but also the civilization of humankind as a whole. After all, itis from the
civilization of yesterday that we have come to today, and it is from the civilization of today that
we will move on to tomorrow. In order to make the civilization of tomorrow more brilliant, more
beautiful and more sustainable, we need to prepare ourselves now—advancing sciences on the
one hand and developing the humanities on the other. In this sense, A Panoramic History of
American Civilization has made a worthy and timely attempt in the right direction, helping sci-
ence students to acquire English language in the context of American civilization. Iam fully con-
fident that the author’s effort in this respect will be appreciated, and indeed rewarded, by the
users of this textbook, who will not merely be interested in improving their English language
skills, but equally concerned with the breakdown of communication between the sciences and the
humanities in our society. With this in mind, I sincerely recommend this particular textbook to all
the university students in China who share the views with the author.

Enming Wang, Ph.D.

Professor, Director

American Studies Center

Shanghai International Studies University
Shanghai

PRC



(__ Recommendation )

I'am pleased to recommend Matthew Wei’s Panoramic History of American Civilization as
a text for Chinese students. Wei has studied in the United States and has an excellent background
in American studies, both in the literature and the history of the nation. He has mastered much of
the secondary literature of American history and culture, and in his book has assembled it into an
accessible form. His panorama gives the student accurate factual information but also synthesizes
this information in a framework of national politics and cultural life. A Panoramic History of
American Civilization makes easily available to Chinese students a full history of America from
the first contacts by the Europeans in the 15th century, to the emergence of the United States in
the 18th century, to the era of world power of the United States at the end of the 20th century.
Wei’s history covers the main figures and all of the most important events.

The beginning student will especially be helped by a number of characteristics of this book.
First, the comparative chronology that places American, European, and Chinese developments
together allows the reader to reflect on the similarities and differences between Chinese and
American history. Second, this textbook is manageable. Students will not be overwhelmed by
material, as they are in the large volumes produced in the United States for American schools, but
often used without changes in schools outside the United States. Finally, Wei’s English is easy to
understand without being over-simple. It will be useful not just to students who might want to
learn American history, but also to Chinese students who want to advance their knowledge of
English by reading about an important topic in that language.

Bruce Kuklick

Nichols Professor of American History
Department of History

University of Pennsylvania
Philadelphia, PA

USA



(. A Linguist’s Note |

It is a privilege to write this introduction for Dr. Wei’s recent book of A Panoramic History
of American Civilization which is meant for the use by the Chinese college students for the dual
purpose of gaining a good understanding of the history of American civilization and improving
their English proficiency. As a researcher in the field of second/foreign language education, I
would like to make my observations on the significance of the publication of this book from the
perspective of teaching and learning of English as a foreign language.

Almost all of us in the foreign language education community in China are aware that the
existing model of college English teaching cannot satisfy the needs of training a large contingent
of professionals who are highly competent both in their own professions and in English
communication to meet the challenges in the post-WTO era. But what is the solution?

In her memoir of her life as a student and teacher of French, Alice Kaplan, Professor of
Romance Studies and Literature at Duke University in Durham, NC, USA, succinctly outlines two
fundamental problems of second/foreign language learning and teaching: “Whatever the method,
only desire can make a student learn a language, desire and necessity. This is why some
immigrants learn language so well—they have to” (French Lessons: A Memoir by Alice Kaplan.
IL: University of Chicago Press 1993, pp.131-132).

We, college English teachers, researchers and administrators, have tried in one way or
another to make our English teaching effective and efficient, but the result has been far from
being satisfactory. This is largely because we have not paid sufficient attention to the problem of
how to create a teaching and learning context in which students are highly motivated to learn the
language. The above quotation from Kaplan addresses the language immersion education model,
under which students are immersed in a sea of a new language to learn subject content which is
also new to them. The language student feels “just off the boat” and has to take up the challenge
of “sink or swim”. In light of more than forty years of practice in Canada, this model has proved
to work very well because the students are highly motivated.

In our college English teaching context, English is taught as an abstract subject, hence it is
language-driven and examination-oriented. Texts are adapted or modified to suit the language
teaching purpose and teachers have to spoon-feed the students to make sure the students
understand every word and every sentence in the text so as to pass the exam. Consequently,
college students do not feel the English class exciting, stimulating or challenging. Such being the
case, the students would neither have the desire nor feel the necessity to learn the English
language. This explains why our English teaching has been and still is time consuming and of low
efficiency.

Since language is a vehicle for communication, it should be taught as such. This is the
quintessence of the philosophy of communicative language teaching approach. When college
students have attained a certain level of English proficiency, language learning can be made
concomitant to content learning. A short while ago one of my Ph.D candidates, Mr. Pinghua
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Yuan, observed the students taking Dr. Wei’s course of the “History of American Civilization”
for one whole semester. In the light of Yuan’s longitudinal study, when the students were
plunged, so to speak, into a sea of historical facts of American civilization, when they were im-
mersed in a myriad of concepts and ideas, they displayed a strong desire and felt a keen need to
learn the language well in the course of comprehending the subtleties and complexities involved
in the evolution of American civilization and expressing and exchanging their views on the histor-
ical development of American history. As compared with the regular college English students, the
students in this course gained higher motivation in learning English and employed the metacogni-
tive strategies, compensation strategies and social strategies more frequently. In addition, they
gained higher language proficiency, especially in receptive language skills, such as reading and
listening.

The content-driven approach is called Content-Based Instruction (CBI). CBI can be at once a
philosophical orientation, a methodological system, a syllabus design for a single course, or a
framework for an entire program of instruction. It represents a new direction in College English
teaching. Dr. Wei’s course book has, among other things, made a significant contribution to the
application of CBI in Chinese college English teaching context.

Liming Yu

Professor, Director

Center of Canadian Studies
School of English

Shanghai Jiao Tong University
Shanghai

PRC
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In America
¢.40000— 10000 B.C.
¢.10000 B.C.

¢.5000 B.C.

¢.100 B.C.—A.D.1150
¢.700—1300

1492

1513

1519

1532

1539

1540—1542
1585—1590

1588

In Europe
55B.C.—A.D.410
46 B.C.—44 B.C.
410—1066
476—1453
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1547—1553
1553—1558
1558—1603

In China
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1100s
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1275—1291
1368—1644
1405—1433
1583—1610

| 1596

Paleo-Indians begin migrating from Asia to North America

The Ice Age ends

First domesticated plants grown in Western Hemisphere

Anasazi culture in Southwest

Mississippian culture in the Mississippi Valley

Discovery of America by Christopher Columbus (1451—1506)

Spanish penetrates Panama and discovers the Pacific Ocean

Hernando Cortés (1485—1547) begins conquest of Aztec Empire in Mexico
Francisco Pizarro (1475—1541) begins conquest of Peru

Hernando De Soto (1496—1542) begins exploring Southeast North America
Franicisco Vazquez De Coronado (1510—1554) explores Southwest
Roanoke colony established by Sir Walter Raleigh (1552—1618)

The English defeat the Spanish Armada

The Roman Conquest of England

The Dictatorship of Julius Caesar (100 B.C.—44 B.C.) in Ancient Rome
The Anglo-Saxon period in England

The Middle Ages in Europe

The Conquest of England by William (1027—1087), Duke of Normandy
The Christian Crusades

The Renaissance in Europe

The Hundred Years’ War between France and Britain

Britain reigned by Henry Tudor VII (1457—1509)

Mona Lisa painted by Leonardo Da Vinci(1452—1519)

Britain reigned by Henry Tudor VIII (1491—1547)

Martin Luther (1483—1546) advocates Protestantism

Henry VIII (1491—1547) establishes the Anglican Church

Nicolaus Copernicus (1473—1543) claims that Earth revolves round the Sun
Britain reigned by Edward Tudor VI (1537—1553)

Britain reigned by Queen Mary Tudor I (1516—1558)

Britain reigned by Queen Elizabeth Tudor I (1533—1603)

Qin Dynasty

Western Han Dynasty

Eastern Han Dynasty; Cai Lun (61—121) invents papermaking
Three Kingdoms

Western Jin Dynasty

Eastern Jin Dynasty

Northern and Southern Dynasties

Sui Dynasty

Tang Dynasty; black powder is invented

Five Dynasties

Northern Song:

Compass spread from China to Europe

Southern Song

Yuan Dynasty

Kublai Khan (1215—1294) as the first emperor of Yuan Dynasty
Italian traveler Marco Polo (1254—1324) lives in Cathay

Ming Dynasty

Zheng He (1371—1435) initiates seven expeditions to “The Western Ocean”
Italian missionary Matteo Ricci (1552—1610) stays in China
Compendium of Materia Medica by Li Shizhen (1518—1593)
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Chapter ’ The Digcovery of America

1.1 Native American Civilization |

The American Civilizations began in the Ice Age, approximately 40,000 years ago. At that
time, waves of paleo-Indian migrants from Asia crossed a land bridge that then connected Siberia
and Alaska and later submerged under the Bering Strait. These early American immigrants were
searching for game, and their search
took them through corridors created by
towering walls of blue ice. The conti-

the arrival of these people. As they R continents gacaton)

Glaciatio e
emerged from the glacier-covered i : |
north, they discovered a hunter’s par-

nent was vast and unpopulated prior to

PACIFIC OCEAN
adise. Giant mammoths, bison, caribou,
and moose roamed the continent, inno-
cent of the ways of human predators.
In this bountiful world, the ancient In-
dians and their successive generations

The First Americans

fanned out, migrating southward from the Arctic Circle to the southern tip of South America.
About 10000 B.C., the Ice Age approached its end, the ice melted, the sea rose up, the land bridge
disappeared, and the Native Americans were cut off from the rest of the planet. As climatic warm-
ing continued, the glaciers receded northward, glacial runoff filled the Great Lakes, the Mississip-
pi River basin, and other waters. Treeless plains and evergreen forests yielded to deciduous forests
in the East, grassland prairies on the Plains, and desert in much of the West. An immense range of
plants and animals covered the landscape.

For thousands of years, these Stone Age hunting bands lived nomadic lives. About 5000 B.C.,
people in the highlands of Central America began growing America’s first domesticated plants
such as beans, squash, corn and tobacco. That changed everything. After thousands of years, these
first part-time farmers finally began to live close to their fields in semi-permanent settlements,
each with a small population seldom exceeding 300.

They started to enjoy seasonal food procurement
and made pottery to store their surplus. Villages
based on kinship came into being, and corn became
the foundation of a new, more complex civilization.
The men spent their time making tools and hunting
for game, while the women grew crops such as corn,
beans and tobacco. A few Indian tribes had devel-
oped more complex cultures and societies in which
thousands lived and worked together. Among them,
the Anasazis (c.100B.C.—A.D.1000) in Southwest-
ern America and the Mississippians (¢.700—1300)
Beans, corn, tomatoes, tobacco, potatoes in the vast forests of the Mississippi Valley pro-
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