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INTRODUCTION

Wisdom is the most precious asset our ancestors have left behind. But
it is something that cannot be genetically inherited. Unless we make an effort
to learn and practice it, wisdom will not be ours to keep.

The Book of Chinese Wisdom brings together a host of thought-
provoking stories that are among the most famous in Chinese classics. They
are the gems in the treasure trove of Chinese wisdom. You do not need
prior knowledge of Chinese history to appreciate these stories whose morals
transcend time and space.

Wisdom is not one-dimensional or singly focused; wisdom is rich in
variety and kaleidoscopic in manifestation. The Book of Chinese Wisdom is
in four volumes. Book / is about the art of management; Book II’s theme is
wit and humor; Book /Il focuses on virtues and values; and Book IV contains
famous stories of power and influence.

No individual has so deeply influenced the life, thought and language
of the Chinese as Confucius. Confucius has been the uncrowned king of
China. Confucianism is more than a cultural heritage; it is an integral part of
Chinese wisdom. It is the national consciousness of the Chinese. In this book
we shall find out what kind of a man Confucius was like.

We shall also learn the wisdom of Lao Tzu, an older contemporary of
Confucius, whose idea has an enormous influence on the Chinese, with both
spiritual and practical dimensions, and whose name has shone through the
ages like that of Confucius.

A traditional Chinese family often had a set of precepts that served
as rules of conduct for everybody to follow. It embodied the values that the
family’s ancestors believed in such as filial piety, thrift, prudence, tolerance,
self-cultivation and so on, which was handed down from generation to
generation. Before their death, the parents would leave instructions for the
children, counseling them to work hard, to associate with good company, to
repay a debt of gratitude, to be dutiful in public service and so on. Family
precepts occupy a special place in Chinese culture. This is because the
Chinese believe that it is the family, more than school or society, that is the
cornerstone of education and the foundation on which character is built. In
this book, we shall introduce two famous examples of familial precepts.
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About The Book of Chinese Wisdom

Book I Art of Management

Book | gleans nearly seventy tales of the art of management. With China's
long tradition of civil administration, management was a refined art in ancient
China. Management, in essence, is about people. Despite advances in science and
technology, human nature has hardly changed since ancient times. The wisdom
embedded in these tales will strike the reader as both fresh and practical. Book |
also explores the wisdom of The Book of Changes from a business perspective.

Book Il Wit and Humor

Book Il gleans about seventy tales of wit and humor. Through them
the reader will find that wisdom manifests itself in many ways. It can mean the
enlightenment of the mind, a sound philosophy of living, a stratagem, or the
effective management of a difficult situation. This volume contains many fables
whose moral has become an integral part of Chinese wisdom. A dozen well-known
stories of Zen are also included.

Book Il Virtues and Values

Confucianism is not only China’s cultural heritage but a vital part of
Chinese wisdom. In Book IIl we shall find out what kind of a man Confucius
was like. We shall also learn the wisdom of Lao Tzu, an older contemporary of
Confucius. A traditional Chinese family often had a set of precepts that served as
rules of conduct for everybody to follow. They occupy a special place in Chinese
culture. In Book IlI we shall present two well-known examples of familial precepts.

Book IV Power and Influence

The period between the fall of an old dynasty and the rise of a new one
seems to be the best focal point to observe the folly and wisdom of man. The
times gave birth to great men whose talent and wisdom were brought into full
swing by fate. Book IV examines three most significant periods in Chinese history.
The first is the rise of the Qin dynasty and its rapid collapse; the second is the rise
of the Han dynasty; and the third is the downfall of the Ming dynasty and the rise
of the Qing.
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CHILDHOOD

Confucius is the most famous Chinese. Since the first
century B.C., his thought has never ceased to exert a vital
influence on China. But Confucius was not his real name. It
was a courtesy title, a Latinized form of “Kong Fuzi”, meaning
“Master Kong.” His family name was Kong and his given name
Qiu.

Confucius’s father was a member of the aristocracy in Lu in
modern Shandong and was a well-known soldier. When he was
nearly seventy years old, he married a girl who was in her teens,
and Confucius was their child.

Legend says that his mother often went to pray at a
shrine at the foot of Mount Ni Qiu in the southeast of Qufu.
One night she had a dream in which she saw a fabulous one-
horned horse, the so-called gilin, emerge from the edge of a
forest, clenching a book made of jade between its teeth. Qilin
symbolized intelligence and good fortune in Chinese tradition.
The animal threw the book at her feet and ran back into the
woods. Before long, she was pregnant. When her baby was
born, she called him Qiu, g7# meaning a mound, because the
baby had a small protrusion on his head.

His father died when Confucius was only three years old.
His mother took him and left his father’s family which had
never approved of her marriage with his father.



